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INTRODUCTION. 



A few words will explain the origin and aim 
of this little book. It contains the substance 
of a course of lectures, delivered during the 
month of May, 1850, in the church to which 
the author is attached ; together with a few 
discourses, belonging to some of the principal 
festivals of the Blessed Virgin. The whole has 
been so arranged as to present, in a connected 
and simple form, the chief arguments in support 
of Mary’s glory, afforded by Scripture. The idea 
of such an arrangement was suggested by the 
reflection that while the Christian world is 
divided into two great sections, in regard to the 
holy Virgin, namely, into those who offer her 
the highest honour next to that due to God, 
and those who denounce such honour, as 
encroaching on his Supreme worship ; the 
principal facts of the case, as represented by 
one party, are, in all essential particulars, un- 
disputed by the other. They are preserved in 
a volume which all agree in receiving and 
venerating as divinely inspired ; as the reposi- 
tory of unerring truth. Upon this sacred 
volume, those who deny the glory of Mary 
profess to found conclusive arguments ; they 
represent their adversaries as not only unable 
to derive from the same source any counte- 
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nance for their belief and practice in regard to 
her, but as condemned by every line of Scrip- 
ture ; and as therefore most anxious to keep 
its pages concealed from perusal and examina- 
tion. Catholics, on the other hand, are firmly 
convinced that there is no doctrine which stands 
out in stronger relief, on the pages of the Old 
and New Testaments, than this, which relates 
to the past and present glory of Mary ; and 
they are further assured that no language 
sanctioned by the church, in regard to her, 
attributes more honour to her, than is found in 
the pages of the written Word of God. 

To a calm examination of these conflicting 
claims, this little book is principally devoted. 
Its author has endeavoured to join issue with 
those who deny Mary’s glory, on the ground of 
Scripture ; to draw out its testimony at length ; 
and to test its real value and strength. In 
doing so, the object proposed to himself is 
defined by the title of his undertaking. He 
aims at reconciling what is claimed for Mary 
by the Catholic church, and refused by every 
one else, with what of her history is common 
property ; at establishing the conformity of the 
one with the other. And, advancing a step 
further, he hopes to show that what is said of 
her in Scripture is equivalent to any eminence 
assigned to her now, by the Catholic church ; 
and that it also clearly points to an accession 
and development of her glory, in its effects, 
such as only correspond with that pre-eminence. 
Scripture, indeed, may not say of Mary all that 



Digitized by Google 




ix 

is said of her by Catholics ; but whut it does 
say is not only perfectly in harmony with their 
habit of regarding and speaking of her ; not 
only leads naturally to the expectation that she 
should be so honoured ; but is in itself as full 
and unqualified an expression of her dignity 
as any subsequent form sanctioned by the 
church. If it might be thought difficult to 
prove from Scripture alone that Mary’s glory is 
as great as it is represented by Catholics, there 
is no allusion to her in Scripture that disproves 
it ; that does not fully justify it ; that does not 
prepare one to expect it ; that does not pro- 
claim its existence at the moment of the Incar- 
nation, and from that time till the present. 

For the purposes of this argument, the lan- 
guage of ancient prophecy will be first examined, 
in its bearing on the Mother of Jesus. Then 
all that is known of her will be consulted, and 
its details applied to throw additional light 
on the subject of inquiry. Her claims to im- 
munity from the disabilities and penalties of 
the first transgression ; her union of action, and 
of suffering with her Son ; her share in his 
great mission ; the circumstances of her reunion 
with him will in succession be tested by their 
conformity with the written word ; and will 
then be applied to confirm the probability and 
the justice of her original pre-eminence and of 
her subsequent reward ; of their magnitude ; 
and of the high consideration which they 
confer upon her. 

Thus far, as regards the written Word of God. 
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There is also an unwritten word ; (2 Thes. ii. 14) 
whose sacred depositary is also the only autho- 
rised and unerring interpreter of what is written. 
Its existence is not affected by the denial of it, 
which accompanies resistance to its precepts, 
and neutralises its authority, among those who 
cannot otherwise evade the consequence to 
which its recognition would urge them. But 
inasmuch as this little book is designed for cir- 
culation in a country where the teaching autho- 
rity of the Catholic church is not admitted, and 
where it would therefore require a separate proof 
for itself, greater prominence will be given, 
in the course of this inquiry, to the testimony 
of Scripture, than to any other. An equally 
satisfactory result of another kind would no 
doubt be obtained by a comparison of the inde- 
pendent and uniform testimonies afforded by 
the great writers and councils of the church, 
ever since the first establishment of Christianity. 
But the adjustment of the Scriptural argument 
is preliminary to that ; and will tend very much 
to facilitate its clear understanding, should it 
ever be attempted. Those for whom this little 
book is chiefly designed, are better able to 
appreciate an argument drawn directly from 
Scripture ; their circumstances and habits of 
thought are unfavourable to one which carries 
with it the name and the sanction of an autho- 
rity external to themselves. They must com- 
pare every thing that puts forth its claim to 
their approbation, with the result of their own 
private interpretation. Even the opinions of 
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their own great predecessors in religion are 
without weight, till they are so confirmed; 
where they are thought to differ from the con- 
clusions reached by individual examination, 
not even the sanction of the highest names can 
save them from disregard and repudiation. For 
this reason, and in the first instance at least, 
an argument supported by the weight of church 
authority would have little force. 

The author would not, however, be misun- 
derstood. He would not have it supposed that 
he admits the legitimacy, or even the propriety 
of this common opposition to authority ; nay, 
he is satisfied that in some form or other it is, 
after all, the basis of most of the conclusions 
arrived at on religious subjects by its strenuous 
and apparently consistent opponents.* But 
the scope of his argument does not require its 
discussion ; and therefore he waives it for the 
present ; and addresses himself to the common 
ground of Scripture. 

The substance of what is contained in the 
unwritten Word of God, regarding Mary’s glory, 
will be given in a final chapter, treating of her 

* He remembers, many years ago, in a public convey- 
ance, hearing a fellow-traveller account for his poli- 
tical creed by saying, that he was a Tory at sixteen years 
of age, because his father was one ; and since then 
he had seen no reason to change his opinion. Except 
in the case of heresiarchs, who boldly strike out a new 
path for themselves, it will he found that a similar reason 
has more to do with the religious as well as the political 
convictions of most men, than their private judgment, 
or than they are perhaps at all aware. 
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relation to the church of God. It will thus 
appear how far the church has fulfilled the 
legitimate expectations suggested by Scripture, 
and how far her interpretation of the written 
Word of God illustrates and coincides with what 
she farther proposes to the acceptance of her 
children on this subject. 

Two serious disadvantages, however, attend 
this undertaking at its outset. One of them 
arises from the extreme familiarity of the 
popular mind in Scotland with the language 
of the sacred volume ; a familiarity which 
begins in childhood, when the Bible is used as 
a common school-book, when easy lessons from 
the New Testament succeed the spelling-book; 
a familiarity which is attested by the constant, 
and often irreverent recurrence of Biblical 
language and allusions, in the newspaper liter- 
ature, and the public speeches, in this country. 
Its effect is to weaken the force of that inspired 
language as an evidence ot doctrine. The eye 
glides over the words of Scripture, cursorily, 
from long acquaintance with them ; or they fall 
upon the ear, unheeded, without conveying any 
definite or lasting impression to the mind. 
Language, which, if met with for the first time 
in a new and respected author, would be justly 
admitted as conclusive, suggests nothing, when 
extracted from the worn-out pages of holy 
Scripture; confirms nothing, proves nothing. 
This is manifestly a disadvantage, which is all 
the more felt, when the doctrine to be compared 
with Scripture is moreover strange and suspected. 
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An undertaking like the present, has another 
disadvantage to contend with ; more serious, 
because more positive; and therefore more 
difficult to overcome ; arising from the unques- 
tioned certainty with which particular texts and 
passages of Scripture are assumed as proving 
this or that opinion, or as disproving and con- 
demning it. No matter how different a light 
may be thrown upon them from the context, or 
from parallel passages ; nor how much at vari- 
ance their received interpretation may be with 
the simple and obvious meaning of the words 
themselves ; if immemorial habit has given it 
an established sanction and currency, any 
attempt to call its truth or propriety in question, 
or to suggest even the bare possibility that 
another meaning, different from it, or opposite 
to it, may after all be the true one, is not only 
almost hopeless, but is warmly resented as an 
indignity offered to the majesty of Scripture 
itself. Thus, for example, is not “ the marriage 
at Cana” constantly cited as an instance of the 
disregard, and it must be added disrespect, with 
which Christ treated his Blessed Mother ; as a 
precedent for the indifference with which she 
is universally regarded by Scriptural Protestants 
now ? Is not the incident of his once asking, 
“ Who is my mother ?” urged as convincing 
proof that he kept aloof from her ; and that 
any Christian is as good as she ? 

The author would put it to the candour of 
his readers, if these disadvantages are over- 
stated, or exaggerated. To the same candour 
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he trusts, for the readiest means of overcoming 
them, and undoing their unfriendly influence. 
He would entreat his readers to examine the 
subject, with a calm, dispassionate temper ; 
prejudging nothing, assuming nothing ; but, as 
much as possible, weighing the proof that will 
be brought, as if presented for the first time, 
and as it stands on its own merits. He would 
beg for an earnest hearing ; he would appeal 
to the honest and candid desire of every in- 
genuous mind, to find out the truth ; and to the 
responsibility that attends its rejection or 
evasion, when its claims are perceived and 
admitted. 

Nor is the author altogether without hope, 
that what he has prepared, more particularly 
with a view to the difficulties of his dear sepa- 
rated countrymen, may find favour in the eyes 
of some who have long known and lived upon 
the blessed truth which is here set forth ; that 
their devotion may receive additional strength 
from the confirmation of its intellectual founda- 
tion ; that the recollection of the unquestionable 
security of their hope and confidence in the 
glorious prerogatives and influence of Mary, 
may encourage them to nobler ventures, under 
such protection. He has aimed at something 
more than a mere collection of arguments, and 
of formal, controversial positions ; which, 
even if they should carry conviction to the 
understanding, would leave the affections un- 
touched, and unimproved. Hence the occa- 
sional digressions, or what may seem to be such. 
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in the course of the inquiry. He does not 
pretend to offer anything new, or that has not 
been already set forth in many admirable works; 
but as these are either too voluminous for 
general readers, or sealed to very many by the 
foreign language in which they are written, be 
has endeavoured to transmit their wisdom in a 
form that may be accessible to all, and in terms 
intelligible to every capacity. He cannot, how- 
ever, forbear from commending to the study and 
the love of every child of Mary, the golden 
work of St. Alfonso Liguori, called Le Glorie 
di Maria, or the Glories of Mary ; whose every 
page is filled with the sound reasoning and the 
glowing ardour of a great theologian and saint. 

If the frequent recurrence of the same pass- 
ages of Scripture, with reference to the Blessed 
Virgin, may be thought a useless repetition, he 
would assign as a good reason for it, the very 
great depth and variety of meaning contained 
in those passages ; and the constant use made 
of them, by the adversaries of his theme. It 
is unfair to measure the value of what is related 
of Mary in Scripture, by the number of times 
that any mention of her occurs, or by' its brevity. 
Any one event, narrated in the tersest language, 
may, and usually does reveal many important 
and distinct features in her character ; and dis- 
closes many varied designs of God in relation 
to her. It is therefore necessary to cite the 
6a me passages, as often as they may be made 
to throw light on different parts of the subject. 
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Let us approach this august theme, with 
humility, docility, and great love ; seeking not 
the gratification of our understanding so much 
as the improvement of our hearts, and the puri- 
fication of our affections; not the solution of 
subtle questions, nor an intellectual victory over 
difficulties and objections so much as a new 
motive for the regulation of our own unruly 
wills. That, “ beholding, as in a glass, the 
glory of the Lord,” in the glory with which he 
hath crowned his Blessed Mother and ours, we 
may be “ transformed into the same image 
from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the 
Lord .” — 2 Cor. iii. 18. 
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CHAPTER I. 



PRELIMINARY DIFFICULTIES EXAMINED. 



Before attempting to prove that the gloiy 
of Mary is in conformity with Scripture, it 
seems necessary first to examine and dis- 
pose of some difficulties which are often 
urged against it, on the authority also 
of Scripture. The succeeding argu- 
ment would otherwise lose much of its 
weight and conclusiveness ; these difficul- 
ties would go far to neutralise its conclu- 
sions. How, for instance, could any one 
be expected to examine dispassionately the 
proofs for the Immaculate Conception of 
Mary, who had a lingering impression that 
she was not ever a virgin; how, calml y 
weigh the evidence that would prove her 
to be the first of creatures, or the channel 
of grace, if he called in question that she 
is the Mother of God ? If the subject 
leads into elementary and even painful 
inquiries, the tediousness and repulsive- 

B 
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ness must lie with the authors of those 
objections, and with the persons who repeat 
them. Since they are made, a solution of 
them must precede the more positive 
demonstration of Mary’s glory. 

They may be arranged in three divisions. 

1. It is contended that Mary was not 
ever a virgin. 

2. That to call her the Mother of God 
is false in theology, and wicked. 

3. That it is sinful to honour her, as 
the Catholic church does. 

The objections brought from Scripture 
against the perpetual Virginity of Mary, 
may be reduced to three. 

1. From the words of St. Matt. i. 25 : 
“ and knew her not, till she had brought 
forth her first-born Son it is argued that, 
after that event, it was otherwise. 

2. The title “ first-born” is held to imply 
that there must have been others, by com- 
parison with whom, Christ was properly 
called the first-born of his mother. 

3. The frequent mention of “ his breth- 
ren” in the gospel, is thought to be con- 
clusive evidence that his mother had other 
sons. 
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1.* In order to deprive the first objec- 
tion of its force, it will be sufficient to show 
that the use of the word, “ till,” does not, 
of necessity, imply a change after the time 
mentioned ; but only that no change took 
place before it. But, in Scripture, the ex- 
pression more than once occurs in fixing a 
time before which a certain event did not 
happen, and after which it could not hap- 
pen. Thus, 1 Kings (1 Sam.), xv. 36, 
“ Samuel came no more to see Saul, until 
the day of his death he kept aloof from 
Saul for the rest of his life, till he died ; 
and after that, he could not possibly go 
to him. 

The same expression occurs 2 Kings 
(2 Sam.) vi. 23, “ Michal, the daughter 
of Saul, had no child unto the day of her 
death.” Here, a similar announcement of 
a time before which an event did not take 
place, cannot possibly imply that it took 
place after it. 

A third instance is perhaps stronger 
than either of these. In the vision of the lad- 
der which reached to heaven (Gen. xxviii. 
15), the patriarch Jacob heard the voice 

* The whole of this subject will be found veiy 
well treated in the Protestant Bishop Pearson’s 
Exposition of the Creed. 
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of God, saying to him, “ I will not leave 
thee until I have done that which I have 
spoken to thee of.” Because God pro- 
mised not to leave him before fulfilling 
what he had said to him, no one will argue 
that he was to leave him afterwards. Tn 
most of the Protestant editions of the 
Bible that have marginal references, there 
is one at this place, to Heb. xiii. 5, which 
shows the true meaning of the promise : 
“ For he hath said, I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee.” 

Another passage to the same effect oc- 
curs, Isai. xlvi. 4, “ Even to your old age 
I am he ; and even to hoar hairs will I 
carry you.” 

The words of St. Matthew are therefore 
no insuperable objection to Mary’s perpe- 
tual virginity. For if, in three or four 
instances, the expression in question can- 
not possibly imply the occurrence of an 
event after the time specified, it does not 
necessarily imply it in the instance under 
review. 

2. In like manner, the expression, 
“ first-born,” necessarily implies only that 
none preceded him, not that any followed 
him. “ Sanctify unto me all the first-born, 
whatsoever openeth the womb among the 
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children of Israel, both of man and of 
beast ; it is mine.” — Exodus xiii. 2. “Ne- 
vertheless the first-born of man shalt thou 
surely redeem, and the firstling of un- 
clean beasts shalt thou redeem.” — Numbers 
xviii. 15. If to be a first-born it is ne- 
cessary that others should be bom after- 
wards, then nothing would have been due 
to the priest, under the law of Moses, till 
the birth of a second child in each family ; 
for an only child nothing could have been 
demanded. But the definition of the 
term first-born, “ whatsoever openeth the 
womb,” prevented such an evasion. And 
the time prescribed by the law for the 
redemption makes the obligation still 
clearer; “those that are to be redeemed 
from a month old shalt thou redeem.” — 
Numbers xviii. 16. Now this very law is 
alluded to in regard to our Blessed Lord. 
Luke ii. 22, 24. — All therefore that it is 
necessary to believe, in the title first-bom, 
is, that none were born before him;' it 
does not follow of necessity, or even pro- 
bably, that any were bom after him. 

Again, the same word, npamh-oxo* is 
used. Heb. i. 6. “ When he bringeth in 

the first begotten into the world, he saith,” 
&c. Where, in reference to his eternal 
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Father, Christ is called the first-begotten, 
manifestly to the exclusion of a second ; 
for he is “ the only begotten Son of God.” 

3. Much stress is laid on the constant 
mention of Christ’s “ brethren,” in the 
gospels. — John ii. 1 2 ; Matt. xii. 46. 

It must be observed, however, that 
though his “brethren” are often men- 
tioned, his mother's sons are never. And 
the question is not whether Christ bad 
brethren, but whether Mary had sons, 
born after him. 

Even a cursory examination of Scrip- 
ture will show that the word, “ brethren,” 
has often a wider sense, in the Jewish 
language, than the children of the same 
parents ; and signifies relations also. 

Thus Lot is called the brother of Abra- 
ham; Gen. xiii. 8; xiv. 14, 16; though 
it is clear tint he was the son of Haran, 
the brother of the patriarch ; and there- 
fore his nephew. — Gen. xi. 27 ; xii. 6. 

“ Jacob told Rachel that he was her 
father’s brother; Gen. xxix. 12 ; while he 
was, in fact, her father’s nephew, the son 
of Rebekah, the sister of Rachel’s father, 
Laban. — Gen. xxiv. 29 ; Xxix. 6 , 6. 

Again, 4 Kings x. 13, (2 Kings), we 
read that Jehu met with “ the brethren of 
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Ochozias (Ahaziah), king of Judah.” 
Yet 2 Par. xxii. 1 (Chronicles), we learn 
that at the death of his father Joram, “ the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ochozias, 
his youngest son, king in his stead; for 
the bands of men that came with the 
Arabians to the camp had slain all the 
eldest." At 2 Par. xxii. 8, his brethren 
are more accurately described as “ the 
sons of the brethren of Ochozias.” 

“ Brethren” sometimes stands for a more 
distant relationship. Thus, Levit. x. 4, 
when Nadab and Abiu, the sons of Aaron, 
were destroyed for their irreverent approach 
to the altar of God, “Moses called Misael 
and Elisaphan, the sons of Oziel, the uncle 
of Aaron, and said to them. Go, and take 
away your brethren from before the sanc- 
tuary, and carry them without the camp.” 
They were the cousins of Aaron’s sons. 

Once more, the word, “ brother,” some- 
times means a native of the same town. 
Abimelech was the only son of a concubine 
of Gideon; Judges viii. 31 ; yet because 
his mother belonged to Sichem, the men 
of that place called him “ our brother.” 
Ib. ix. 3. And Jotham, Gideon’s young- 
est son, reproached them with making 
Abimelech, “ the son of his maid-servant. 
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king, because he is your brother.” — lb. 
is. 18. 

The objection is more forcibly urged, by 
citing Matt. xiii. 55, “ Is not this the car- 

K enter’s son? Is not his mother called 
lary ? and his brethren, James, and 
Joses, and Simon, and Judas ?” (Also 
Mark vi. 3.) St. Paul also mentions 
“ James, the Lord’s brother.” — Gal. i. 19. 
Whence it is confidently concluded that 
they were the sons of Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, and of Joseph, his reputed father. 

Among the women that stood and wit- 
nessed the Lord’s death, St. Matthew enu- 
merates “ Mary Magdalene, and Mary, the 
mother of James and Joses, and the mo- 
ther of Zebedee’s children.” — Matt, xxvii. 
56. St. Mark mentions “ Mary Magda- 
lene, and Mary, the mother of James the 
less, and Salome.” — Mark xv. 40. The 
same evangelist describes “ Mary Magda- 
lene, and Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome,” as going to the sepulchre. — lb. 
xvi. 1. St. Matthew mentions only “ Mary 
Magdalene, and the other Mary.” — Matt, 
xvi. 1. Observe that no instance occurs in 
Scripture in which the Blessed Virgin is 
undoubtedly mentioned by any other than 
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one of four designations : either as the 
“ wife” of Joseph, Matt. i. 24 ; as “ Mary 
as “the mother of Jesus,” John ii. 1 ; or 
as “ his mother,” Matt. xii. 46 ; sometimes 
the second is combined with one of the 
others. Matt. i. 20 ; Acts i. 14 ; Matt. ii. 
11. It is therefore most improbable that 
in the solitary instance mentioned, the 
mother of Jesus should have been de- 
scribed as “ the mother of James and 
Joses.” 

St. John sets the question at rest : 
John xix. 25. — “ There stood by the cross 
of Jesus, his mother, and his mother’s 
sister, Mary, the wife ofCleophas, and Mary 
Magdalene.” The discrepancy between his 
account, and that of SS. Matthew and 
Mark is perhaps explained in this way, 
that the one related to a different period of 
the day from the other. The women men- 
tioned by Matthew and Mark “ stood afar 
off and therefore Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, was not among them. When they 
took courage and approached his cross, 
they joined her company; but Salome 
was wanting. From comparing the ac- 
counts, one thing, however, is clear ; 
“Mary, the wife of Cleophas,” and “Mary, 
the mother of James and Joses,” are the 
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same person ; a sister of Mary, the mother 
of Jesus. 

Further, James and Jude, “ the brother 
of James,” (Jude i. 1) both of whom are 
enumerated by St. Matthew among the 
reputed brethren of Christ, were the sons 
of Alpheus : Luke vi. 15, 16; Matt. x. 3; 
or of Cleophas, whose wife was the mother 
of James and Joses. Alpheus, or Cleo- 
phas, therefore, and not Joseph, was the 
father of three at least of the reputed breth- 
ren of our Lord ; and their mother was not 
Mary, his mother, but “his mother’s sister, 
Mary.” For this reason, they were called 
“ his brethren,” by a common form of 
speech among the Jews. 

The difficulties, then, usually urged 
from Scripture, against Mary’s perpetual 
virginity, have no real existence. And not 
only so ; hut several positive proofs can be 
brought from the same source, to show 
that Mary had no other son than Jesus. 
His committing the charge of his mother 
to St. John affords at least very strong pre- 
sumptive evidence that she had a claim 
upon the filial love of no other son. James 
and Jude were both then alive; and re- 
mained so for many years afterwards ; yet 
not to them, but to St. John, whom no one 
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supposes to have been in any way related 
to her, Jesus committed his blessed mother. 

It is worth observing, also, that after the 
birth of Jesus, Mary is never called the 
wife of Joseph, but almost invariably the 
mother of Jesus. 

In the Canticles vi. 8, the Spouse sums 
up the excellent graces of nis beloved, 
thus : “ One is my dove ; my perfect one 
is but one ; she is the only one of her 
mother ; the chosen of her that bore her 
an element of perfection which cannot be 
supposed to have been wanting in the In- 
carnate Son of God.” 

While we are examining the testimony 
of Scripture on this subject, let us push 
the inquiry a little further, and see if there 
is no foundation for an opinion, widely 
maintained, that Mary had purposed in 
her heart, before the angel visited her, to 
remain ever a virgin. 

She was espoused to Joseph at the 
time of the Incarnation : Luke i. 27 j 
Matt. i. 18. 

Providence designed her marriage with 
Joseph, chiefly that her honour might be 
protected from the calumnies of the Jews. 
That she was generally known to be his 
vife is proved by common report : Matt 
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xiii. 55 ; and by the fact, that with all 
their malicious desire to traduce our Lord, 
they never seem to have doubted that he 
was the son of Mary and Joseph. 

When was she married to him ? 

Certainly not after her return to Naza- 
reth from the house of her cousin. She 
had staid there for three months after the 
Incarnation ; she returned, therefore, six 
months before the birth of Jesus. The 
reason for her being married at all made it 
necessary that she should have been so 
earlier. 

It is highly improbable that she was 
married to Joseph in Elizabeth’s house. 
For 1. Scripture says nothing of his ac- 
companying her ; and 2. if he had done 
so, he could not have remained so long 
ignorant of the Incarnation; the miraculous 
events that took place in the house of Eli- 
zabeth must have made the angel’s visit to 
him in a dream, after Mary’s return to 
Nazareth, unnecessary. 

Was she married to him, then, in the 
interval between the Incarnation and* her 
visit to Elizabeth ? It is difficult to recon- 
cile the supposition with the language of 
Scripture : “ And the angel departed from 
her. And Mary, rising up in those days. 
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went into the hill country with haste, into a 
city of Juda : Luke i. 38, 39. 

There is only another supposition possi- 
ble : that she was married to Joseph before 
the Annunciation. 

Is it objected that she was then only 
“ espoused to a man whose name was 
Joseph ?” Luke i. 27. • 

But, on the eve of the birth of Jesus, 
when no one doubts that the public cere- 
mony of their marriage must have been 

E erformed long before, Luke, ii. 5, calls 
er “ his espoused wife.” And at the very 
time that Matthew tells us that she was 
“ espoused to Joseph,” he calls him “ her 
husband j” and the angel calls her “ his 
wife :” Matt. i. 18, 20. — That was after 
her return to Nazareth ; less than six 
months before the birth of Christ. If, 
then, she was called “ espoused,” when 
she was certainly married, why may she 
not have been also married when she is 
mentioned as only “ espoused ?” 

If Mary then was married, as well as 
espoused, to Joseph, before the visit of the 
angel, her words must be thought most 
significant. When he announced to her 
the conception of Jesus in her womb, and 
predicted his greatness, as a king on the 
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throne of David for ever, she answered, 
“ How shall this be done, because I know 
not man ?” 

As far as it had yet appeared, the angel 
had announced nothing supernatural ; no- 
thing that might not have happened natu- 
rally in the course of time to a virgin, 
even only espoused to a man ; and much 
more so, if she was married. Yet the 
cause of her surprise was not the greatness 
promised to the child of so humble a 
daughter of Israel as herself ; but that she 
knew not man. 

What other conclusion can be drawn 
from her words than this, that she had pur- 

E osed in her heart, with the consent of her 
oly spouse, to remain ever a virgin ? 

The objection taken to the title of 
Mother of God results from a misapprehen- 
sion of its meaning. In Christ there are 
two natures, a divine and a human, which 
constitute one indivisible Person. His 
Divine nature is eternal ; “ He was be- 
gotten of the Father before all ages.” His 
human nature he took of the substance of 
Mary, being “ conceived by the Holy 
Ghost of the Virgin Mary,” and so “ made 
man.” Mary is therefore the mother of 
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his humanity. But it is inseparable from 
his Divinity ; the Person of the Son of 
God, Jesus Christ, the Second in the 
Blessed Trinity, is One and indivisible. 
What is affirmed of one nature cannot in- 
deed always be affirmed of the other ; of 
his human nature we cannot say that it is 
eternal ; nor of his Divine, that it can 
suffer pain. But, whatever either nature 
is, or does, his entire Person may be 
accurately said to be, or do. St. Peter 
addressed it, when he said, “ Thou art 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” And 
of the same Person St. Paul affirms, 
“ Of whom, i.e., of the Jews, “ is Christ 
according to the flesh, who is over all 
things, God blessed for ever.” — Rom. ix. 5. 
While in another place, he says, “ When 
the fulness of the time was come, God 
sent forth his Son, made of a woman,” &c. 
— Gal. iv. 4. The same Person died and 
rose again, first, by the separation of his 
human soul and body, and afterwards by 
their reunion, both remaining inseparably 
united to his Divinity. And this One 
Person is Divine, not human ; the entire 
Christ is God. 

Mary, therefore, the mother of his hu- 
manity, is truly and literally the mother of 
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the Person of Christ ; and as that Person 
is God by the hypostatical union of his 
Divine nature with his human, Mary is 
the mother of God. The following pas- 
sages illustrate and prove this : — 

“ The angel answering, said to her. The 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Most High shall overshadow 
thee ; and therefore also, the Holy (thing, 
Prot. vers.) that shall be bom of thee shall 
be called the Son of God.” — Luke i. 35. 

He who was to be bom of her; her 
son ; was to be called the Son of God ; 
because his conception was to be by the 
power of the Holy Ghost; by the over- 
shadowing of the Most High. Therefore 
she was to be the mother of him who was 
to be called the Son of God. But Jesus 
was not only called the Son of God, but 
was such in reality : Matt. iii. 17; there- 
fore Mary is the mother of the Son of 
God. Further, the Son of God is God, by 
the union of his Divinity in an indivisible 
Person with his humanity ; therefore 
Mary is the mother of God. 

“ This day is bom to you a Saviour, 
who is Christ the Lord.” — Luke ii. 11. 

Christ the Lord is bom ; not, “ the hu- 
manity of the Lord ” only ; but Christ the 
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Lotd, his indivisible Person, is bom ; 
Mary is the mother of him who is bom, 
i.e., of Christ the Lord, who is God; 
therefore Mary is the mother of God. 

. “ Whence is this to me, that the mother 
of my Lord should come to me ?” — Luke 
i. 43. 

Observe : Elizabeth, “ filled with the 
Holy Ghost,” ( lb . 41) by many years 
older than her youthful cousin, is so over- 
powered by the distinguished honour con- 
ferred on her, by a visit from Mary, that 
she exclaimed, “ Whence is this to me ?” 
because “the mother of my Lord has come 
to me.” But her Lord she certainly be- 
lieved to be God, illuminated as she was 
by the Divine Spirit, with which she was 
then filled; therefore the mother of her 
Lord she honoured as the mother of God. 

“ And entering into the house, they 
(the wise men) found the child with Mary 
nis mother, and falling down they adored 
him.” — Matt. ii. 11. They adored him, 
whose mother was Mary ; the child who 
had been bom of her. But adoration is 
due to God only ; therefore they believed 
the child to be God ; and his mother, 
therefore, to be the mother of God. 

“Feed the church of God which he 

o 
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hath purchased with his own blood.” — 
Acts xx. 28. 

Compared with “ Christ also loved the 
church, and delivered himself up for it, 
that he might .... present it to him- 
self a glorious church. — Ephes. v. 25, 27. 

Mary is the mother of him who “ pur- 
chased the church with his own blood j” 
but he who so purchased it is “God;” 
therefore Mary is the mother of God. 

Here note the indivisibility of Christ’s 
Person, so uniformly set forth in Scrip- 
ture; his blood certainly belongs to his 
humanity ; yet so intimately is that united 
to his Divinity, that his blood is called 
the blood of God. 

“ Behold a virgin shall conceive, and 
bring forth a Son, and they shall call his 
name Emmanuel ; which being interpreted 
is, God with us.” — Matt. i. 23. Quoting 
Is. vii. 14. The Son whom Mary con- 
ceived and brought forth is, “ Emmanuel, 
God with us;” therefore Mary is the 
mother of “ God with us.” 

These texts concur in attributing to the 
Person of Christ, as he was bom of Mary, 
a unity so perfect, that, without confound- 
ing the natures of God and man in him, 
whatever is affirmed of one of them is 
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affirmed of his whole indivisible Person. 
The Son of God is said to be bom of 
Mary, because his human nature is de- 
rived from her substance ; for the same 
reason, Elizabeth regards her with rever- 
ence, as the mother of the Lord of 
heaven ; the wise men adore, as God, 
him who is also the new-born child of 
Mary. God is said to have purchased the 
church with his blood, because the human 
part of his Divine Person bled and died 
for it ; “ Emmanuel, God with us,” is the 
Son of Mary, because his Divine nature 
cannot be separated from the humanity 
which he took from her. 

Neither is there any better ground, in 
reason, for denying this title to Mary. 

“ As a rational soul and flesh is a man, 
so God and man is one Christ;” the words 
form part of the Creed of St Athanasius, 
so called. 

But it is argued, that Mary is not the 
mother of his Divinity ; and therefore is 
not the mother of God. 

She is not the mother of his Divinity : 
certainly not 

Neither is the mother of any man. the 
author of his soul ; but only of his body. 
His soul is breathed into it by Goa, 
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to whom it returns at death* — Eccles. 
xii. 7. 

If, then, it were absurd to deny that a 
woman is the mother of the being to whom 
she gives birth, because he derives his 
body only from her, and not his soul} 
it is equally unreasonable to deny that 
Mary is the mother of the Divine Person 
of Jesus, or of God, because the Divine 
Being who was bom of her did not derive 
from her his Divinity, but only his 
humanity. The two natures form one 
Person, as intimately and inseparably, as 
the soul and body of a man. Nay, much 
more so ; for these are separated at death; 
but those never, in life, or in death. And 
hence, it is the more unreasonable to deny 
to Mary her title of the mother of God. 

There remains one difficulty more : the 
fear of confounding the glory of Mary 
with her Creator’s ; of making her equal 
or superior to God. If such a fear has 
any real foundation, the antidote must be, 
not in denying the dignity of Mary alto- 
gether, for that were injustice in any one 
who believes the mystery of the Incarna- 
tion ; hut in well defining the limits of the 
honour due to God, and of that which he 
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has conferred on the first of his creatures. 
A consistent and systematic belief in the 
nature and attributes of God, such as the 
church proposes to us, is our encourage- 
ment and safeguard in magnifying the 
name and the prerogatives of Mary. With- 
out that, there would be no security against 
the danger which is feared. Separate the 
devout practices of the Catholic church in 
regard to Mary, from its dogmatic teach- 
ing, and there might be serious grounds 
for entertaining such a fear. And it is for 
those who are ever shrinking from speak- 
ing of the Blessed Mother of God, without 
qualifying and contradicting what Scrip- 
ture itself hath said, in their turn to fear 
lest their faith in the unapproachable Ma- 
jesty of the Supreme Creator may not fall 
short of what he hath revealed ; lest their 
boasted emancipation from dogma may not 
unconsciously, perhaps, to themselves, have 
reduced their idea of his eternal, immense, 
unchangeable essence within the limi ts of 
a finite being ; lest in their anxiety to 
avoid idolatry, they may not be tending 
towards an insidious infidelity. There is 
a growing inclination in this country to 
apeak with doubt and disparagement of 
$uch doctrines as the Etemah Generation 
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of the Son of God, and of the union of his 
human and divine natures in one Divine 
Person. The temper of the times is op- 
posed to dogmatic definition ; it influences 
many who would disclaim any intention of 
denying revealed religion ; and it disqua- 
lifies them from appreciating the nicely ad- 
justed relations of all the parts of revealed 
truth to each other, as they are exhibited 
in the sum of Catholic theology. 

Again, the ancient heretics, who denied 
that Jesus is God, attributed to him far 
higher prerogatives than the church has 
ever claimed for his Blessed Mother. 
They admitted that he had existed before 
the world ; some of them even allowed 
that he was of like substance with God. 
And yet they fell short of confessing the 
identity of substance, and equality of per- 
fection with his Eternal Father, which the 
church justly vindicated for the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity. They were 
condemned, and rejected from Catholic 
communion. But the most glowing pane- 
gyrics on the Holy Virgin never attribute 
an existence to her, till nearly 4,000 years 
after the creation of the world, except in 
the divine counsel ; never assign her a 
substance more than human ; indeed, she 
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could not have any other, if she was to be 
the mother of Christ; for it was. to be 
made man, that he became her Son. 

If the honour, therefore, that we pay to 
Mary is such as is due to God alone, then 
the Arians, who paid far higher honour to 
Christ, were unjustly condemned. But if 
they were fairly convicted of refusing divine 
honour to Christ, then we do not offer it 
to Mary ; for our homage to her falls very 
far short of the dignity which they ascribed 
to Christ. In other words ; the Arians 
were condemed, because, underneath their 
ascription of high-sounding titles to Christ, 
there lurked a denial of his Divinity, in 
the fatal assertion that he was, after all, 
only a creature of God. For the very same 
reason, we ought not to be condemned ; 
because, underneath far inferior titles of 
honour, ascribed by us to Mary, there re- 
mains the unquestioned fact, that she was 
a creature of God; the first, indeed, and 
most glorious, but no more than a crea- 
ture, still.* 

Thus, at the very outset of our inquiries, 
we draw a line of demarcation between the 
divine attributes, and the very highest dig- 

* See this argument more fully urged, in F. 
Newman’s work on “ Development.” 
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nity possible to the attainment of a created 
being. The distance between them is im- 
measurable ; for there is no common term 
of comparison between the finite and the 
infinite. But if this acknowledgment 
should be interpreted as a concession, by 
any who censure the language or the 
popular practice of the church, we entreat 
them to consider whether the very Majesty 
of God does not furnish the most conclu- 
sive argument in proof of the unparalleled 
glory of Mary. If God is indeed the 
Immense, Uncreated Being that he has 
revealed himself, what shall be thought of 
her, of whose pure substance he did not 
disdain to assume a part into his own Divi- 
nity, in the Second Person of the Holy 
Trinity ; becoming bone of her bone, and 
flesh of her flesh ; and being subject to- 
her for thirty years ? 

To a mind informed by Revelation, and 
accustomed to regard the Divine Creator 
as he is exalted far above human compre- 
hension, it appears simply impossible to 
imagine any creature, even the most ele- 
vated, approaching within an infinite dis- 
tance of his supreme and solitary throne. 
And for the unlearned, as long as the 
church teaches her little ones in the creed. 
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that there are three Persons in one God, 
to whom alone divine worship is to .be 
paid, she cannot possibly either theoreti- 
cally or practically, propose four such 
Persons to their adoration. Yet the accusa- 
tions of her enemies amount to this ; and 
the suspicions of some who are not her 
enemies hardly fall short of it. 

But while the church sets these limits to 
the honour which she teaches her children 
to pay to Mary ; they are the only limits 
within which she would circumscribe their 
overflowing love, homage, and admiration, 
in regal'd to the Blessed Mother of her 
Lord. Whatever of dignity and grace, of 
power and glory, it is possible for a crea- 
ture to receive from her Creator, we are 
taught to admire in Mary. When the 
Archangel proclaimed her “full of grace,”* 

* Luke i. 28. Full of grace ; or highly fa- 
voured. The same word, x a P" o«, > 8 used I Ephes. 
i. 6. “ Wherein he hath made us accepted in the 

beloved;” gratificavit, Vulgate; made acceptable. 
Jt therefore signifies little which translation is 
adopted ; the measure of the graces given to any 
creature, and co-operated with, by it, is also the 
measure of its acceptance with God. If Mary was 
full of grace, it was because she was highly fa- 
voured ; if accepted it was on account of that grace. 
One translation seems to express the cause ; the 
other, its effect. 
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we believe that he announced the truth ; 
that the soul and body of the Holy Virgin 
were indeed filled with grace to the utmost 
limit of created capacity ; and, as a neces- 
sary consequence, that the fulness of her 
glory corresponds to the plenitude of grace 
that she received on earth. So that among 
created beings, she is alone, without an 
equal ; God only is above her. 

We do no wrong to the Majesty of God, 
by exalting very highly the power and 
efficaciouness of his instrument. By con- 
fessing Mary to be an instrument in his 
hand, fashioned and prepared by him for 
her work, we sufficiently express the de- 
pendence of her position on his supreme 
will. Nay, the more unquestionably we 
can demonstrate her fitness for the great 
office assigned to her, the more do we 
exalt his power, that could, of human 
frailty, create such perfection ; and his 
wisdom, that so admirably adapted her to 
the end proposed for her. The more 
faultless and beautiful the instrument, the 
more must the skill of the Almighty Maker 
grow in our estimation j if the graces that 
flow to the church through Mary are as 
rich and abundant as they are represented, 
what shall we think of the divine source 
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from whose immense fulness they flow, 
without diminishing its abundance P In- 
stead, therefore, of depreciating her excel- 
lence, and the extent of her influence, in 
order to render the Divine Supremacy 
more conspicuous, it were a better and 
more suitable means to the same end, to 
magnify her position ; for as long as she is 
regarded as a created being, however nobly 
endowed, not only do her very endow- 
ments reflect new glory on him who made 
her, and enriched her with them, but as 
her inferior importance is magnified, his 
unapproachable Majesty grows and dilates, 
till human thought sinks exhausted by the 
effort to comprehend it. 
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MABY IN PBOPHEOY. 



“ Blessed are the eyes that see the things that you see. For I 
say to you, that many prophets and kings hare desired to see 
the things that you see, and have not seen them ; and to hear 
the things that you hear, and hare not heard them.** — 
Luke x. 24. 



When God called ‘this visible universe 
out of nothing, beauty and order reigned 
throughout the works of his hand. All 
things were disposed for a certain end, 
subservient to his own glory. The earth 
was covered with herbs and trees bearing 
fruit, for the nourishment of the living 
creatures that walked and crept upon its 
surface. The ocean was filled with life of 
another kind ; and the air with feathered 
fowl. The sun and the moon were placed 
for lights in heaven, to give light by day 
and night Lastly, the Great Creator 
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made man to his own image and likeness ; 
male and female; creating Adam out of 
the dust of the earth, and forming Eve out 
of a rib taken from his side. He adorned 
the soul of man with holiness and original 
justice ; placing its motions and appetites 
under die controul of reason ; with the free 
power of choosing between good and evil. 
He endowed him also with bodily perfec- 
tions that reflected the interior beauty of 
his soul ; and, in addition to these natural 
gifts, he destined him for an immortal life 
with himself. 

Alas! that the tempter should have pene- 
trated into Paradise; the fair creation of 
God felt the presence of sin ; and imme- 
diately its order was disturbed, its beauty 
defaced. Sentence of death passed upon 
fallen man; his innocence and original jus- 
tice were lost; the image of God in his soul 
nearly effaced. Instead of transmitting to 
his children the perfections of holiness and 
justice with which he had been originally 
endowed, he could communicate to them 
Only the opposite of these; his descen- 
dants, from the first moment of their exis- 
tence, became tainted with sin ; objects of 
the Divine displeasure. 

But, even in wrath, God remembered 
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mercy. While passing sentence on our 
guilty parents, he gave them the first pro- 
mise of a Redeemer. “ The Lord God 
said to the serpent, because thou hast 
done this thing, thou art cursed among all 
cattle, and beasts of the earth ; upon thy 
breast shalt thou go, and earth shalt thou 
eat, all the days of thy life. I will put en- 
mities between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed ; she shall 
crush thy head, and thou shalt lie in wait 
for her heel.” — Gen. iii. 14. 

The devil had chosen the woman for 
his foe, and had assailed her, hoping to 
find her an easier conquest than the man ; 
she had fallen before him; and through 
her, he had triumphed over both. His 
stratagem was destined to recoil on his 
own head. He had made the weakness of 
a woman his prey; God gave him a woman 
for his enemy and his conqueror. “ I will 
put enmities between thee and the woman.” 
Thou hast attacked and vanquished a 
woman’s weakness; I will make thee the 
enemy and the victim of a woman ; for 
“the foolish things of the world have I 
chosen, that I may confound the wise ; 
and the weak things of the world, that I 
may confound the strong; and the base 
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things of the world, and the things that 
are contemptible have I chosen, and things 
that are not, that I may bring to nought 
things that are.” — 1 Cor. i. 27. 

The history of Abimelech illustrates the 
ignominy attached to such a defeat. “ He 
sqrrounded and besieged with his army 
the town of Thebes. And there was in 
the midst of the city a high tower, to which 
both the men and the women had fled 
together, and all the princes of the city ; 
and having shut, and strongly barred the 
gates, they stood upon the battlement of 
the tower to defend themselves. And 
Abimelech, coming near the tower, fought 
stoutly, and approaching to the gate, en- 
deavoured to set fire to it. And behold a 
certain woman, casting a piece of a mill- 
stone from above, dashed it against the 
head of Abimelech, and broke his skull. 
And he called hastily to his armour-bearer, 
and said to him, ‘Draw thy sword, and kill 
me, lest it should be said that I was slain by 
a woman.’ He did as he was commanded, 
and slew him.” — Judges ix. 50, 54. 

Besides the retributive justice implied 
in the defeat of the old serpent being ac- 
complished by a woman ; the circum- 
stances of the first woman’s fall also make 
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it singularly appropriate. She had sinned 
alone, as she had been tempted alone; 
man, in the first instance, had no share in 
her defeat, though it ultimately involved 
the whole human race. “ Adam was not 
seduced ; but the woman being seduced 
was in the transgression.” — 1 Tim. ii. 14. 
It was therefore fitting, that a woman 
alone, without the aid of man, should de- 
stroy their common enemy, and restore all 
things. 

Who is the woman, whom so great an 
office awaited ? Not Eve, certainly ; for 
the devil had already vanquished her ; the 
enmity between them was an existing, not 
a future thing; God was not its author, 
but the devil ; he was her enemy already, 
and something more ; he was her con- 
queror. Whereas the enmity predicted 
was then a thing to come ; something that 
as yet was not; and which God himself 
would call into being and establish, for the 
confusion and overthrow of the devil. 
Again, when the prediction was made, the 
man was involved, equally with the woman, 
in hostility to the devil, and in her defeat. 

Neither can the woman of prophecy be 
supposed to mean the race of woman in 
general ; for it was already, in prospect at 
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least, fully committed to the consequences 
of the first woman’s offence ; and was 
therefore also under the power of the evil 
one. 

Any doubt on this subject is farther re- 
moved, by taking into account the empha- 
tic particle prefixed to the mention of the 
woman. She is not called “ a woman,” 
simply, or in general, but “ the woman j” 
and more literally, “ that woman j” namely, 
the woman above all other women, who, 
by pursuing to extremity the hostility that 
God should establish between the devil 
and herself, should be superior to all men 
and women. 

But so far was Eve from excelling in 
any future victory over the evil one, that it 
was expressly declared to be part of her 
punishment, that she should be under her 
husband’s power, and that he should have 
dominion over her. — Gen. iii. 16 . 

That this woman is not Eve is still more 
clearly shown, by the mention that is made 
of her “ seed.”* The descendants of Eve 
cannot be understood by this expression ; 

* In several places of Scripture, the term “seed” 
evidently means, not descendants, in general, but 
one man, in particular ; as for instance, Gen. iv. 25 ; 
2 Kings vii. 12, 13 ; 1 Par xvii. 11, 12 ; Gal. iii. 16. 

D 
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for, in the following verse, they are expressly 
mentioned in a very different way. “ To 
the woman also, he said,” i. e., to Eve, “ I 
will multiply thy sorrows and thy concep- 
tions ; in sorrow shalt thou bring forth 
children.” — lb. v. 16. The conditions of 
the serpent’s punishment, and the provi- 
sion made for repairing the lost honour of 
the first woman, both of which called for 
the agency of a woman, as independent of 
man’s participation as Eve had been in her 
tall, also required that the seed of the wo- 
man who should achieve the victory should 
be her own, without the intervention of 
man at all. Otherwise, if her seed was to 
be the instrument of her success, man 
could not be divested of some share in it. 
But the children of Eve were all of them 
to derive their birth by ordinary genera- 
tion, from herself and her husband ; they 
were to be born in sorrow, because con- 
ceived in sin, subject to all the pains and 
disabilities consequent on their parents’ 
offence. They cannot therefore be the 
seed whose divinely constituted hostility to 
the devil was to be his destruction. And 
as Eve could have no other children than 
such as were subject to the conditions of 
her sinful nature, for the prediction makes 
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no exception in favour of any ; she cannot 
be that distinguished woman, who was to 
give birth to the victorious seed. 

The sense of the passage is unaffected 
by the adoption of another version, which 
renders it thus : “It,” i. e., the seed of the- 
woman, “ shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel.” The variation “ It,” 
has the support of considerable authority, 
even of some copies of the Vulgate.* The 
obvious meaning, however, of either ver- 
sion is. the same. The woman is clearly 
set forth, in both, as the enemy whom God 
was to raise up against the devil ; in both, 
her seed is to oppose the devil’s seed ; and 
through that opposition, conducted to a 
successful issue, she and her seed are 
finally to crush, or destroy the enemy of 
the human race. Not, however, without 
suffering an inferior and temporary injury 
from his malice. He is to bruise, or lie in 
wait for, her heel. This is well illustrated 
by the conflict, described in the Apoca- 
lypse, between the woman and the “ dra- 
gon, that old serpent, who is called the 
devil and Satan, who deceiveth the whole 
world.” — (Apoc. xii. 9.) “ And when the 

* De Interpret. Scrip. Sacr. P. Patrizi, S.J. 
Lib. ii. 58. 
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dragon saw that he was cast unto that 
earth, he persecuted the woman that 
brought forth the Man-child. And there 
was given to the woman two wings of a 
great eagle, that she might fly into the 
desert unto her place, where she is nourished 
for a time, and times, and a half of a time, 
from the face of the serpent. And the 
serpent cast out of his mouth, after the 
woman, water, as it were a river ; that he 
might cause her to be carried away by the 
river. And the earth helped the woman, 
and the earth opened her mouth and 
swallowed up the river, which the dragon 
cast out of his mouth.” — Apoc. xii. 13 — 16. 
The efforts of the devil against the woman 
and her seed, are ineffectual for their de- 
struction or lasting injury; their immunity 
from his designs are in remarkable con- 
trast with the description of his final ruin 
given in the same book ; “ and the devil, 
who seduced the nations was cast into the 
pool of fire and brimstone, where both the 
beast and the false prophet shall be tor- 
mented, day and night, for ever and ever.” 
— Apoc. xx. 9 — 10. 

Later predictions remarkably confirm 
and develope the indications of the oldest 
prophecy; pointing more emphatically to 
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the solitary and independent action of 
a woman in the purposes of God. “The 
Lord hath created a new thing upon the 
earth,” says Jeremias, “a woman shall 
compass a man.” — Jer. xxxi. 22. It was 
a sign of hope to the ancient people of 
Israel in their desolation ; and, by an 
extension of its meaning to the whole race 
of mankind, that the laws of nature should 
be suspended for their deliverance ; that 
the Lord was about to create a new thing ; 
strange and altogether foreign to the con- 
ditions of the first creation ; a woman alone 
should compass or conceive a man by a 
new and supernatural generation ; not an 
ordinary infant, but a man strong, and 
full of power, “mighty to save.” This 
passage has been applied by Jewish inter- 
preters to the Messias. It is supplementary 
to the earliest prophecy ; while it coincides 
with it in every part, it unfolds something 
more of the Divine plan. The woman and 
her seed are to stand apart from the whole 
race of Adam, in consequence of the extra- 
ordinary generation, that is to make her the 
mother of her seed in a new and more 
exclusive manner. The empire of the 
devil extends over all children conceived 
in the order of the first creation; the 
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punishment of the first mother reaches to 
all her descendants. But here its course 
is to be interrupted : a new conception is 
to furnish the seed of a privileged woman 
with immunity from such disabilities. He 
will be born not like other children, subject 
to the enemy of God, but strong in his 
exemption from such unholy dominion. 
He is to be the hope of Israel, and of the 
world ; man will have no share or part in 
his being; God hath so disposed his 
coming that it will be due to his mother 
alone, and thus the conditions of the first 
prediction are to be fulfilled. 

More circumstantial is the somewhat 
earlier prophecy of Isaias : “ And the Lord 
spake again to Achaz, saying, Ask thee a 
sign of the Lord thy God, either unto the 
depth of hell or unto the height above. 
And Achaz said, I will not ask, and I 
will not tempt the Lord. And he said. 
Hear ye therefore, O house of David ; is 
it a small thing for you to be grievous to 
men, that you are grievous to my God 
also ? Therefore the Lord himself shall 
give you a sign. Behold, a Virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and his name shall 
be called Emmanuel.” — Is. vii. 10 — 14. 

A token of temporal deliverance from the 
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pressure of danger and invasion is again 
used as the means of reiterating the ancient 

n ise of a greater deliverance ; and of 
er unfolding the method of its accom- 
plishment The “woman and her seed” 
are again prominently set forth as a sign of 
hope for a fallen kingdom, but they are 
more clearly defined ; the dimness of their 
first appearance in prophecy is passing 
away, and the woman is discovered to be a 
virgin, and her seed, Emmanuel, or God 
with us. She is to be a virgin in her con- 
ception, and a virgin also in her child- 
bearing ; man will have no share in the 
fruit of her womb, a woman alone will con- 
ceive a man ; and the man will be also God. 
She will retrieve the lost honour of her 
first mother ; he will overcome the enemy 
of the human race ; not, however, without 
her co-operation, inasmuch as his existence 
as a man is derived from her. She is 
“ that woman” by excellence ; for who but 
herself could ever become the subject of 
marvels so great as to be a mother, and yet 
a virgin ; as to call her son Emmanuel, 
God with us ? 

Such are the indications of prophecy; 
at first, more vague and indistinct, then 
clearer and better defined. And the pre- 
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diction of Isaias is the point at which 
history and prophecy commingle. Inspi- 
ration is its own interpreter; its Divine 
Author has cited the prophet to confirm the 
testimony of the evangelist; who in his turn 
has defined and applied the language of 
the ancient seer. They meet at Bethlehem, 
in the presence of Mary, at the cradle of 
the child Jesus. “ Fear not,” said the 
angel to Joseph, “ to take unto thee Mary 
thy wife, for that which is conceived in her 
is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring 
forth a son ; and thou shalt call his name 
Jesus, for he shall save his people from 
their sins. Now all this was done,” con- 
tinues the evangelist, “ that it might be ful- 
filled which the Lord spoke to the prophet, 
saying : Behold a virgin shall be with child, 
and shall bring forth a son, and they shall 
call his name, Emmanuel, which being inter- 
preted, is God with us. — Matt. i. 20 — 23. 

Mary, then, is the Virgin who hath con- 
ceived and borne a son, Emmanuel, God 
with us ; who hath compassed a man by a 
conception that is new and miraculous. 
She is the woman above all women, whom 
God hath made the enemy and the conqueror 
of the devil and his seed, through her co- 
operation with himself in their final over- 
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throw. If Jahel the wife of Heber the 
Cinite was “ blessed among women,” 
because she smote with a hammer and a 
nail, the victorious Sisara, the enemy of her 
people — Judg. v. 24, thrice blessed is Mary, 
who by her seed, which is Christ, hath 
“ triumphed over death, and him that hath 
the power of death, that is, the devil. — 
Heb. ii. 15. When the Lord of lords shall 
have “ put down all rule, and all authority, 
and power,” 1 Cor. xv. 24; when he 
shall have made “his enemies his foot- 
stool,” Ps. cix. 6 ; when the devil and his 
infernal seed shall have been bound in 
everlasting chains under darkness ; and the 
triumphant Cross of the Son of Mary shall 
have been set as a seal for ever on the gates 
of the bottomless pit, then it shall be said 
that the head of the serpent hath been 
crushed by the hand of a woman. 

The victory was not to be achieved with- 
out temporary injury, sustained by the 
woman and her seed : the devil must “ lie 
in wait for her heel.” Mary’s share in the 
sufferings and death of Jesus fulfilled this 
prediction ; the sword of which Simeon 
spoke, that was to pierce her soul. The 
devil seemed for a while to have gained 
the day; but only for a while. He who had 
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conquered by the fruit of the tree of know- 
ledge, was at last himself vanquished by the 
tree of the Cross : by which the Redeemer 
“ despoiled principalities and powers, and 
made a show of them openly, triumphing 
over them in himself.” — Col. ii. 15. 

Eve, the mother of the first creation, 
failed in her single conflict with her 
deceiver ; Mary has not only reversed 
the destiny of the first mother by the 
victory which she gained over him, but 
she has been made the mother of the 
second, or redeemed creation. Her seed, 
in a literal sense, is her Divine Son, who, 
begotten of his eternal Father before all 
ages, condescended to take unto himself 
a body of her natural substance, to animate 
it with a human soul, and to be bom in 
time. In a figurative sense, however, all 
who have been bom again by the spirit in 
holy baptism, are the children of this crea- 
tion ; whom “God hath predestinated to be 
conformable to the image of his Son, that 
he might be the firstborn among many 
brethren.” — Rom. viii. 29. “ For he that 

sanctifieth, and they that are sanctified, are 
all of one; for which cause he is not 
ashamed to call them brethren. — Heb.ii. 11. 
They are associated with Jesus and Mary 
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in their conflict with the devil : according to 
the words of St. Paul, “ the God ofpeace 
crush Satan under your feet speedily. — 
Rom. xvi. 20. And to the same effect is 
the testimony of St. John : “ and the dragon 
was angry with the woman, and went to 
make war with the rest of her seed, who 
keep the commandments of God, and have 
the testimony of Jesus Christ.” — Apoc. 
xii. 19. 

Besides these prophetic allusions, which 
directly and immediately refer to Mary, 
there are others less definitely and exclu- 
sively belonging to her, but whose applica- 
tion to her die church has sanctioned, by 
using them largely in her office. The 
Mother of Jesus speaks under the name of 
Wisdom. “ I came out of the mouth of 
the Most High, the firstborn before all crea- 
tures.” “From the beginning, and before 
the world was I created ; and unto the world 
to come I shall not cease to be ; and in the 
holy dwelling-place I have ministered before 
him.” “ The Creator of all things com- 
manded me and spake to me, and he that 
made me and rested in my tabernacle.” “I 
am the Mother of fair love, and of fear, 
and of knowledge, and of holy hope. In 
me is all grace of the way and of the truth ; 
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in me is all hope of life and of virtue.” 
“ My # memory is unto everlasting genera- 
tions. — Ecclus. xxiv. passim. 

It is manifestly impossible to refer the 
whole of this passage literally to the eternal 
wisdom of God ; for his attributes, which 
are himself, are equally infinite in duration 
with himself. It would therefore be incon- 
sistent with truth to say of his eternal Wis- 
dom, that it was created, or was the firstborn 
of all creatures. Neither can it be said, in 
a literal sense, that Mary “ was created 
from the beginning, before the world.” 
But in the eternal purpose of God, in whom 
all time is present, there is perfect pro- 
priety in saying that she existed from the 
beginning. In the same sense the Psalm- 
ist exclaims, “ I will praise thee for thou 
art fearfully magnified ; wonderful are thy 
works and my soul knoweth right well. 
My bone is not hidden from thee, which 
thou hast made in secret ; and my sub- 
stance in the lower parts of the earth. Thy 
eyes did see my substance, being imperfect; 
and in the book all shall he written ; days 
shall be formed and no one in them. — Ps. 
cxxxviii. 14 — 16. Thus, also, God declared 
to Jeremias, “ Before I formed in the 
bowels of the earth, I knew thee.” — Jer. i. 5. 
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St. Paul in like manner, says that God 
hath “ chosen us in Christ, before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and unspotted in his sight in charity.” 
— Eph. i. 4. 

In a similar sense, the language of 
Wisdom, in the book of Proverbs, is applied 
to the Blessed Virgin, as an expression of 
her future greatness : “ the Lord possessed 
me in the beginning of his ways, before he 
made anything from the beginning. 1 was 
set up from eternity and of old, before the 
earth was made. The depths were not as 
yet, and I was already conceived ; neither 
had the foundations of water as yet sprung 
up.” — Prov. viii. 22 — 24. This passage in 
its primary sense is generally referred to 
the Eternal Son of God, though even as it 
regards his generation in eternity, the term 
“I was conceived” can hardly be taken 
literally ; it is unknown to accurate theo- 
logical definition as applied to that genera- 
tion. A certain latitude of expression is 
therefore implied, whether the passage is 
referred to our Blessed Lord, or to his holy 
Mother. It is true, also, that in the 
figurative sense in which both it and the 
preceding one from Ecclesiasticus are 
applied to her, they may be referred to 
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any of the saints ; with this difference, how- 
ever, that, as she was destined to fill a far 
higher position in the designs of God than 
any other saint, by giving birth to his Son, 
these passages seem to express something 
of that pre-eminence, when applied to her; 
and to find a worthier fulfilment in her 
history than in that of any other saint. 

It is unnecessary to do more than allude 
to the adaptations of the language of the 
Canticles to the Blessed Virgin, which 
abound in the writings of her panegyrists, 
and in the offices which the church has 
constructed in her honour. Their appli- 
cation to her history and her distinguished 
prerogatives imparts a sublime beauty to 
the mystic poetry of that book, and illus- 
trates the intimate union of Jesus and 
Mary which the course of later events was 
fully to establish. 

Such are the traces of Mary’s advent to 
be observed in the ages of prophecy. 
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CHAPTER III. 

MARY, IN HER CONCEPTION, IMMACULATE. 



“ It was fitting that we should have such a High Priest, /[holy, 
innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners.” — Heb. vii. 26. 



In pursuing these inquiries into the pro- 
vince of history, it will be necessary to bear 
in mind that the Blessed Virgin can never 
be separated from her Divine Son. When 
we think or speak of her, it is always as his 
Virgin-mother, as that highly-gifted crea- 
ture whom God had from eternity predes- 
tinated to be the author of his Being in 
time, as the second Eve, of whose spotless 
substance he became man ; no less really ; 
because it was by a new and supernatural 
conception, than our race is descended from 
the first Eve. We think of her as the 
guardian of his infancy, the familiar com- 
panion of his youth and early manhood, 
the watcher beside the tree of his passion. 
The two ideas of Jesus and Mary are 
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inseparably united ; to attempt to sever 
them would be to impair the perfection of 
each. They are not rivals in our affection; 
God forbid ! But they are so unspeak- 
ably dearer to our hearts when enshrined 
there together, that we will not, we cannot 
otherwise regard them. The majesty of 
God is so sweetly attempered and com- 
mended to us, under the form of an 
infant, reposing in the arms of his blessed 
Mother, and* the weakness of our nature is 
so strengthened and exalted by its nearness 
to the Divinity, that we cherish the image of 
a union which combines in a manner before 
unknown, all that is fairest and best on 
earth and in heaven. “ Surely the salva- 
tion of God is near to them that fear him,” 
says the inspired Psalmist, “that glory 
may dwell in our land. Mercy and truth 
meet each other, justice and peace have 
kissed, truth is sprung out of the earth, and 
justice hath looked down from heaven.” — 
Ps. lxxxiv. 10 — 12. 

Such is the image that lives in the 
immortal works of Christian art, which fix 
our attention, and win our love, and melt 
our hearts, to-day, as irresistibly as they 
attracted the admiration, and elevated the 
devotion, of generations of men long since 
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passed away; creations of the painter’s 
spiritualised genius, in which a beauty all 
angelic is thrown around the holy maiden- 
mother, as the fittest expression of the 
sublime perfection of every grace to which 
she had been raised; while the tender, 
loving child whom she caresses and adores, 
reveals glimpses of an intelligence unknown 
to infants of our race, giving assurance to 
our faith, that “the Word has been made 
flesh, and has dwelt among us.” As an 
example of the intimate and indissoluble 
union in which we must ever associate that 
blessed Mother and Son, we may take the 
exquisite picture of a living master, who 
represents the holy Virgin seated; the 
infant Jesus lies asleep in her lap; her 
hands clasp one of his ; and as she bends 
over her precious burden, and feeds with 
gazing her insatiable love, the thoughts of 
her heart find utterance in the words of the 
Canticles: “My beloved is mine, and I 
am his.” — Cant. ii. 16 . 

By preserving inviolate the union of 
Jesus and Mary, in our thoughts, we are 
better able to estimate the dignity to which 
she has been advanced. When we would 
measure her prerogatives, we must inquire 
not what she would have been by nature, 

E 
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as a daughter of sinful Eve; nor even 
what she must have been, to fulfil the letter 
of revelation ; but what it was befitting the 
greatness and the holiness of God, that his 
grace should make her, in order that she 
might become a worthy dwelling-place for 
himself. We should greatly err, by limit- 
ing her exemption from the laws of fallen 
humanity to the bare necessities of the case ; 
it is a worthier attitude of mind, as well as 
more likely to lead us to truth, to believe 
in the possibility of a redundancy of 
graces, so to speak, being showered upon 
her. “ Try me in this, saith the Lord ; if 
I open not unto you the flood-gates of 
heaven ; and pour you out a blessing, even 
to abundance.” — Mai. iii. 10. 

Any one who compares the expression 
in the book of Job, “ Who can bring a 
clean thing out of an unclean,” (Job xiv. 4,) 
with the assurance of the angel that “ the 
Holy One who should be born of Mary 
should be called the Son of God,” must 
admit that she was made perfectly holy, 
when the Divine Spirit made her his 
temple, and the Word of God was con- 
ceived in her chaste womb. Again, it is 
equally necessary to believe her to have 
been a Virgin when our Lord was born. 
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To believe less would be to disbelieve all. 
Accordingly, this is the sum of our blessed 
Lady’s privileges, which obtains credence in 
this country. It is enough, perhaps, barely 
to satisfy the conditions of the Incarnation ; 
more than enough, we should think, to 
make her name wonderful as well as blessed 
among women ; but not enough to corres- 
pond with the perfection and completeness 
of design which pervades all the works of 
God. Even in the least of these, there is 
always a visible adaptation of means to an 
end; a certain proportion between them. 
For great designs he provides suitable 
agents; for services that imply a near 
approach to himself, he requires and 
bestows pre-eminent sanctity. He never 
works by halves ; he never limits his gifts 
and endowments to the narrowest exigen- 
cies of the service to which he calls ; he 
pours them out without measure or stint. 
The profusion and endless variety of his 
bounty, in the first creation, is a symbol 
and pledge of the inexhaustible abundance 
of the gifts that enrich all his works. A 
great doctor and saint has said, “ Whatever 
you shall find, by sound reasoning, to be 
the better thing, you may know that God 
has done, as he is the creator of all good 
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things.”* A golden axiom, which will prove 
a safe and useful guide in these inquiries. 
Applying these remarks to our subject, is it 

E ossible to believe that a creature, whom he 
ad destined to be his chief minister in the 
greatest and most stupendous of all his 
works, should have been left unprovided 
with privileges and graces corresponding to 
the supereminent dignity and sanctity of 
her mission ? As it excelled every other, 
is it possible to doubt that her endowments 
and immunities surpassed those which 
belonged to every other? If he lavished 
beauty and ornament in such profusion on 
this earthly dwelling-place, which he pre- 
pared for the first man, Adam ; can we 
suppose that the sacred temple provided 
for the second man, the Lord from heaven, 
was more sparingly adorned? Did he 
inspire his ancient prophets to predict her 
high vocation ; did he suspend the laws of 
nature in her regard, to leave v lier no more 
than a common daughter of Eve, undis- 
tinguished by any inherent pre-eminence ? 
His wisdom, his power, his goodness, alike 
forbid the thought. 

The. loss of original justice, incurred by 

* St Aug. De lib. arbitr. lib. iii. 5 — 18. Quoted 
by F. Perrone, S.J. De Immac. Cone. B.V.M. cap. xiv. 
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our first parents, and inherited from them 
by each one of us, lies at the root of all the 
evils that devastate this fallen world. It 
involves the soul in a state of spiritual 
death, in the first moment of its existence ; 
that is, the soul is as incapable of perform- 
ing an act pleasing to God, as a dead body 
is of sense or motion. It is, moreover, 
hateful to God, who can behold what, is 
sinful only with abhorrence. This miser- 
able state is shared by the body, to which 
the newly-created soul has just been united ; 
the penalties of sin involve both, and it 
too must, sooner or later, die. The restor- 
ation therefore, of original justice in the 
sacrament of baptism, is the very begin- 
ning of our spiritual life. The operations 
of grace are designed to reverse and undo 
the effects of the fall ; as we died by losing 
grace, we live again spiritually, by regaining 
it. Then, sanctifying grace is infused into 
(he regenerate soul, it is gradually assimi- 
lated to the image of God ; till every stain 
of sin is purged away, and it is united to him 
for ever. The body dies as the penalty of 
sin, but it will live again never more to die. 

This is the usual process of grace in the 
saints. There are higher and lower degrees 
of perfection and attainment as there are of 
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size and capacity, but the order and method 
of reaching them are the same in all. But 
for some more privileged among the saints, 
God has anticipated their birth by restoring 
original justice to their souls, and sancti- 
fying them, before they came into the world. 
One of these was the prophet Jeremias, who 
thus testifies of himself : “ the word of the 
Lord came unto me saying, Before I formed 
thee in the womb, I knew thee ; and before 
thou earnest out of the womb I sanctified thee, 
and made thee a prophet unto the nations.” 
— Jer. i. 4. 5. Another was the holy pre- 
cursor, St. John Baptist, regarding whom 
the angel foretold to his father Zacharias, 
“that he should be great before the Lord ; 
that he should drink neither wine nor 
strong drink, and that he should be filled 
with die Holy Ghost even from his mother’s 
womb.” — Luke i. 15. Something of the 
same privilege, though in an inferior degree 
seems to have belonged to Sampson. 
Before his birth, an angel appeared to his 
mother, and said to her, “Thou shalt con- 
ceive and bear a son, and no razor shall 
touch his head ; for he shall be a Nazarite 
to God, . from his infancy and from his 
mother’s womb ; and he shall begin to 
deliver Israel from the hands of the Philis- 
tines.” — Judges xiii. 5. 
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Jeremias and the holy Baptist were 
chosen for a great and important mission, 
and God distinguished them by an unusual 
grace, and sealed them more emphatically 
for their work. The ancient prophet stood 
alone in an evil time, the one representative 
of God, amidst apostacy and desolation. 
And the Baptist was sent to prepare the 
way of the Lord ; among those that were 
bom of women, there was not a greater 
prophet than he, as the Lord himself testi- 
fied. — Luke vii. 28. The mission of both 
was confessedly inferior to that which Mary 
was called to fulfil. It is therefore not 
unreasonable to expect that some higher 
privilege than theirs should have been 
granted to her; some greater gift of sanctity. 
But what can be greater or higher than sanc- 
tification from the very womb ; what more 
wonderful than to be bom pure and spot- 
less; a child, not of wrath, like the children 
of men, but a child of Divine adoption ? 
There is one higher gift, and only one ; if 
God shall by his grace anticipate not the 
birth only but the animation of the chosen 
infant ; so that in the moment when the 
soul and body, yet unborn, are united, the 
taint of original impurity shall not touch 
them. In regard to the privilege of Jere- 
mias and the Baptist, the term “ sanctify” 
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implies something unholy which is made 
holy, because in the moment of their ani- 
mation, they had not holiness and original 
justice ; they were made holy afterwards; yet 
before their birth. The privilege of sancti- 
fication in the moment of animation, that is, 
in the very beginning of existence, is mani- 
festly a more transcendent one ; excelling 
the other, as much as perpetual freedom 
does liberation from a degrading captivity ; 
as much as immunity surpasses recovery. 
There is a pious opinion, universally dif- 
fused through the church of God, that this 
supreme privilege was reserved for the 
blessed Mother of the Redeemer, that she 
should be not only born, but conceived 
without sin. An opinion ; — because it has 
not yet been defined as a part of revealed 
truth ; however much in harmony it seems 
with the whole analogy of Christian doc- 
trine ; and however completely involved in 
it. Till the living interpreter of Divine 
Revelation has spoken, till the supreme 
Pontiff has proposed it, in definite terms 
to our acceptance, its reception is not 
binding on the conscience of any one, 
as an article of faith, necessary to sal- 
vation. 

The positive proofs, which are usually 
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brought in support of this pious opinion, 
resolve themselves, for the most part, into 
two great divisions ; namely, those which 
relate to the Blessed Virgin herself, more 
exclusively, and those which more imme- 
diately refer to her Son. Let us adopt this 
order. 

1. The opinion seems to be a necessary 
deduction from the words of the first evange- 
lical prophecy. “ She shall crush thy head, 
and thou shalt lie in wait for her heel.” It 
cannot be supposed that God would permit 
her, whom he had so emphatically chosen 
as the final conqueror of the devil, to be 
even for an instant his property and his 
slave, as an infant conceived in sin most 
undoubtedly is. Every such infant is of 
the devil’s seed, till regenerated by the 
grace of God. Is it possible that the 
mother of a new and holy seed should ever 
have sprung from the old serpent, or ever 
have been in contact with his accursed 
seed? 

2. The first woman, Eve, was so called 
because she was the mother of all living. 
— Gen. iii. 20. The whole human family 
is descended from her, in the order of 
nature. Mary is the mother of all living, 
in the order of grace ; inasmuch as she is 
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the mother of him who brought life and 
immortality to light ; she is the mother of 
his second and more glorious creation, 
which is destined to live and triumph upon 
the ruins and death of the first. Would 
it have been fitting that the mother of this 
superior order should be, even for a 
moment, in an inferior position to the 
mother of the less worthy creation, which 
St. Mary must have been if she was con- 
ceived in sin ? Eve came immaculate from 
the hands of her Creator ; unless Mary 
did the same, she did not reach the same 
equality. 

3. Sin is, in the order of grace, what 
death is, in the order of nature. A soul in 
a state of sin is dead; in regard to God and 
heavenward aspirations, insensible and 
inert. If Mary was conceived in sin, her 
existence must have had its beginning in 
this state ; and there was the anomaly of 
the mother of all living, in the creation of 
grace, the source and the fountain of life, 
herself in a state of death. 

4. Out of reverence for the unequalled 
dignity of Mary as the Mother of our Lord, 
the church salutes her, among other titles, 
as the Queen of Angels. But so far from 
being their queen, she would be inferior to 
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the least of them if the taint of sin had ever 
touched her. Those pure beings were 
created and confirmed by God in perfect 
holiness ; she whom we believe to be their 
queen, must be at least their equal in this 
respect If the Psalmist could say of man, 
as he came from the hands of his Maker, 
“ Thou hast made him a little lower than 
the angels,” Mary, in order to be their 
queen, must in her origin, have surpassed, 
and not fallen short of his perfection. 

This opinion is no less supported by 
arguments drawn from her relation to 
Jesus Christ. 

1. When he took to himself a human 
body of her substance, and endowed it 
with a human soul, both were intimately 
and inseparably united to his Divinity, so 
as to be from that moment one indivisible 
person. A human soul and body consti- 
tute what we call a human person ; in like 
manner, the Divine and human natures of 
Christ compose, or make up, his Divine 
Person. The symbol of St. Athanasius, 
so called, thus expresses the truth : “As 
the natural soul and flesh is a man, so 
God and man is one Christ.” This inti- 
mate union, the most intimate that is 
possible between humanity and Divinity, 
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made sin impossible in Christ. His 
humanity could not sin, because it formed 
part of his Divine Person. Next to that 
union, there is none so intimate, between 
God and man, as that which subsisted 
between the Divinity and the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Through the substance 
of humanity which is in Christ’s Divine 
Person, ana which, he derived from her, 
she is the connecting link between God 
and man, for it was an integral part 
of her body that he took, and moulded 
into the form of a man, and made a part 
of his own Divinity. It is surely enough 
to enunciate this most certain truth, to 
make every one feel, that if the union 
of God and man in Christ, made sin im- 
possible in him, the relation in which Mary 
stood to God, made sin, to say the least, 
inadmissible in her. It is inconceivable 
that his purity could have so allied itself 
to anything that had ever been infected 
with the taint of sin. The words of the 
Ambrosian hymn seem to imply a con- 
firmation of this opinion : “ When thou 
didst take upon thee to deliver man, thou 
didst not abnor the womb of the Virgin.” 
Still more emphatically the language of 
holy Scripture points to the same con- 
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elusion ; as, for instance, in the words of 
the Psalmist : “ Holiness becometh thy 
house, O Lord, unto length of days,” — 
Ps. xcii. 5 ; that pure tabernacle of Mary’s 
womb, in which he “ rested j” of whose 
substance his humanity was formed. More 
conclusive still is the language of St. Paul : 
“ It was fitting that we should have such a 
High Priest, who is holy, innocent, unde- 
filed, separated from sinners.” — Heb. vii. 26. 
How could it be said of Christ that he 
was separated from sinners, if he derived 
an integral part of himself from substance 
that had ever known the infection of sin ? 
“Not separated from sinners” would ex- 
press the truth, if Mary was not conceived 
without sin. 

2. The relation between the Father 
of the Eternal Word and the Blessed 
Virgin confirms the opinion of her Im- 
maculate Conception. She is called, in a 
figurative sense, the first-born of his 
creatures ; and of her it is said, that “ the 
Most High hath sanctified his tabernacle.” 
In choosing her, and fitting her to become 
the Mother of his Son, is it not more 
consonant with what he hath revealed of 
himself, that he should fit her perfectly for 
so high a destination; that he should have 
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exceeded, rather than have come short of, 
the limits of human comprehension, in the 
graces and immunities with which he en- 
dowed her? It is by deductions from his 
own Holy Word that we are able to infer the 
propriety of Mary’s Immaculate Concep- 
tion ; we cannot believe that our feeble 
power of reasoning can go further than 
the limits of his inexhaustible bounty in. 
regard to the holy Virgin ; that our sense 
of congruity should surpass what was 
actually achieved in her behalf. It is 
true, indeed, that this opinion is nowhere 
explicitly revealed, else it would be no 
longer an opinion, but a certain truth. 
But we do not forget St. Austin’s axiom : 
“Whatever you shall find, by sound reason- 
ing, to be the better thing, you may know 
that God has done, as he is the Creator 
of all good things.” And, after all, what 
has been revealed is more wonderful than 
anything contained in the opinion of Mary’s 
Immaculate Conception. The privilege 
of maternity, without detriment to virginity, 
is much more so, than exemption from an 
imperfection which would have impaired 
that first privilege ; the intimate relation 
in which Mary stands to God is much 
more so, than an immunity which could 
alone have made it admissible. 
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3. Lastly, the Holy Spirit chose her for 
his chaste spouse ; and the church, under 
his directing influence, has applied to that 
heavenly union the mystical language of 
the Canticles; such expressions for in- 
stance, as the following: “ Thou art all 
fair, my love, and there is not a spot in 
thee.” — Cant. iv. 7. 

But we are told that this opinion is 
inconsistent with the positive declarations 
of holy Scripture ; with such texts as these : 
“ Behold, I was conceived in iniquities, and 
in sin did my mother conceive me,” — 
Ps. 1. 7 ; or, “ Who can bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean?” Job. xiv. 4 ; or, 
again, with those places which declare the 
universal prevalence of sin. On nearer 
examination, however, this apparent diffi- 
culty vanishes. It is most certain that, as 
a member of the human family, descended 
from Adam by ordinary generation, the 
Blessed Virgin was by nature liable to 
all the imperfections and penalties that 
belonged to such a descent; and, among 
the rest, to the loss of original jus- 
tice and holiness, unless the grace of 
God had anticipated nature in her, as he 
reversed its disabilities at a little later stage 
of their existence, in two of his saints ; or 



Digitized by Google 




64 MARY, IN HER CONCEPTION, 

as he removes them from every Christian 
child in the sacrament of baptism. That 
such an interruption of the law of nature 
did take place in the person of Mary, we 
have seen good reason for thinking ex- 
tremely probable, if not absolutely certain ; 
and therefore, in this instance, as in many 
of daily occurrence, the exception proves 
the rule. 

But, it is sometimes asked, what need 
had St. Mary of being redeemed by the 
precious blood of her Son, if she was 
conceived without sin ? Such inquirers 
evidently lose sight of the real merits of 
the case. Her exemption from the stain 
of sin, even in her conception, is to be 
attributed solely to the preventing grace 
of God, purchased for her by the merits of 
the Redeemer. It is one thing to pay the 
ransom of a captive, and another thing to 
6ave him, by the timely payment of his 
ransom, from ever being sent into captivity. 
The former, Christ, our Redeemer, has 
done for all ; the latter, we maintain, that 
he has done for his holy Mother. If he 
“ gave himself for us that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and might cleanse to 
himself an acceptable people,” — Tit. ii. 14; 
it is no disparagement to the value and 
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the universal necessity of his atonement, if 
a more precious and abundant grace should 
flow from his wounded side upon the head 
of his Blessed Mother. His blood hath 
purchased for all, the means of recovering 
this original justice ; it hath won for two 
of his saints that privilege, before their birth. 
We magnify its infinite value when we say 
that it was worthy to procure for Mary one 
privilege more, namely, that of never being 
without holiness and original justice, because 
she was to be the Mother of the Redeemer. 

But “the opinion is new,” they say; “it 
is the offspring of a heated imagination ; 
it has been even condemned by the saints 
and Fathers of the church.” This is not the 
case ; as will presently appear. The term 
“ Immaculate,” or one equivalent, is 
applied to the holy Virgin in the oldest 
Oriental liturgies ; in those of St. James, 
St. Mark, and St. Basil, whose antiquity 
reaches back to apostolic times. The 
festival of her Conception has been cele- 
brated in the East, ever since the fifth age, 
and probably much earlier. Thence it was 
introduced into Europe ; in Spain it was 
observed in the tenth century, and in the 
next in England; and it is remarkable, 
that even after the change of religion in 

F 
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the sixteenth century, this festival was one 
of those retained in the kalendar of the 
Anglican church, where it still remains.. 
Pope Sixtus IV., in 1483, made its ob- 
servance universal. It is true that, in the 
office appointed for it, the term “immacu- 
late ” was not inserted till very lately, 
in order to avoid the appearance of 
defining what had not been formally 
settled. But the perfect sanctity of the 
Conception was sufficiently well attested 
by the institution of a festival in honour 
of it; for the church celebrates no event 
that is not in itself perfectly holy. Within 
these few years, however, the word “im- 
maculate” has been inserted in the Roman 
office ; and by his encyclical letter, dated 
from Gaeta,in February, 1849, the Supreme 
Pontiff has sanctioned its adoption, at the 
discretion of the bishops, throughout the 
whole church. 

The name of St. Bernard is frequently 
cited, as an opponent of this pious opinion. 
But a dispassionate examination of his 
celebrated letter to the canons of Lyons, 
will convince every one that be combated 
the unauthorized institution of what was 
then in Europe a new, and not generally 
promulgated festival, rather than opposed 
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the opinion of the Immaculate Conception. 
If some of his expressions seem to call it in 
question, it was no more than any one was 
fairly entitled to do, at a time when nothing 
had been defined regarding it ; and when 
its free discussion had not been restricted. 
The glowing panegyrics on the holy Virgin, 
which abound in his works, are a sufficient 
proof of the loyalty of his heart to her. 

St. Augustine, too, is sometimes claimed 
by the opponents of this opinion. But 
not unnecessarily to protract this inquiry, 
it is sufficient to call to recollection the 
words in which he has excepted the Blessed 
Virgin from the universal law of origi- 
nal sin : “ Excepted, therefore, be the 
Holy Virgin Mary, of whom I will make 
no mention when sin is treated of, knowing 
that to her was given greater grace totally 
to vanquish sin, from her being found 
worthy to conceive and bear him who was 
absolutely sinless.”* 

Claiming a privilege which certainly 
belonged to them, while the opinion had 
not received the sanction of authority, some 
theologians of the middle ages impugned 
it. But the immense preponderance of 

* De Nat. et Grat., cap. zzxvi., n. 43. Quoted 
by F. Perrone, u t tup., cap. xi. 
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testimony is in its favour. The universities 
and most of the religious orders declared 
for it ; some of them even took a solemn 
oath to defend it. Since the Pontificate of 
Sixtus IV. it has been forbidden to teach 
or defend the contrary opinion, under pain 
of excommunication. The Council of 
Trent, in its decree regarding original sin, 
especially declares, that “ it is not its inten- 
don to include in that decree the Blessed 
and Immaculate Mary, Mother of God.” 
Since then, every whisper of opposition 
has silently died away ; the whole church 
has lately, as it is understood, testified her 
reception of this opinion by the unanimous 
suffrage of her bishops ; she is waiting for 
the decision of the Holy Father, firmly 
believing that through his lips the Divine 
Spirit hims elf will speak ; and anticipating 
the time when another bright jewel shall 
be added to the crown of her beloved 
Queen, by the formal promulgation of this 
ancient opinion as an original part of re- 
vealed truth. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

MARY ON EARTH. 



** He hath regarded the humility of his handmaid ; for. behold, 
from henceforth, all generations shall call me Blessed. 
Because he that is mighty hath done great thing? to me } 
and Holy is his name.” — Luke i. 48, 49. 



In building up the superstructure of the 
Blessed Virgin’s honour and dignity, its 
foundation has been laid, as wifi readily 
be allowed, in no merely superficial view of 
her history, still less has the argument 
been indebted to any attempt to engage the 
feelings on its side. It has proceeded,' 
step by step, from the most ancient pro- 
phecy, coeval with the fall itself, through 
a train of reasoning, based upon known 
and undoubted doctrines of revelation. If 
there ever was an argument which mighi 
appear to sanction, and even to invite the 
heart to lend its assistance to the under- 
standing, this is one. The truth which it 
establishes and fortifies is not so overpow- 
ering, so immeasurably above the reach of 
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human reason, as are many of the doctrines 
which faith receives and adores in silence. 
It is as beautiful as it is sublime : its ma- 
jesty is winning and inspiring. Orators 
and poets have been created by its influ- 
ence; it has imparted to painting and 
sculpture some of its own attractive and 
imperishable grace. When the heart is 
full it is not easy to bid the pen observe a 
calm and even pace; nevertheless it has 
seemed more becoming to confine the 
argument within the limits of sober rea- 
soning, as well as more desirable to 
condense within a tolerably narrow space 
the substance of proofs which would admit 
of much larger development and illustration 
in detail. To suggest a further train of 
thought is better than to run the risk of 
wearying by protracting it too long, or by 
treating it too artificially. 

Nor can any one have failed to remark 
how much the argument has hitherto turned 
on the language of holy Scripture ; how 
uniform and clear has been the light 
thrown upon the object of this inquiry 
from its inspired page. “Thy word, O 
Lord, is a lamp to my feet, a light to my 

£ ath.” The conclusion has been estab- 

shed, not by the “learned words of human 
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wisdom,” but by comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual.” — 1 Cor. ii. 13. 

Resuming, then, our inquiry at the point 
where we left it, and preparing to trace 
the history of Mary on earth, one remark 
is sufficiently obvious. If the first grace 
bestowed on her was, indeed, so tran- 
scendent as it appears to have been, what 
limit, but that of created capacity, can 
be set to the privileges and graces that 
followed in its train. “If the first fruits 
be holy, so is the lump; if the root be 
holy, so are the branches.” — Rom. xi. 16. 

And, as the crowning grace reserved for 
Mary was in itself infinite, namely, the 
intimate presence of the Son of God within 
her immaculate womb, as her son, in a 
manner such as could be in her alone of 
all created beings ; and as he undoubtedly 
prepared her body and soul worthily to 
receive that grace ; it follows that the 
accumulation of privileges heaped upon her, 
so to speak, by Almighty God, surpassed 
those which have been communicated to all 
the angels and saints together ; in number ; 
in extent ; and in perfection. 

Again, as she stands alone, between God 
and man, in virtue of the relation of her 
substance to the Divine Person of Jesus 



Digitized by Google 




72 



MART ON EARTH. 



Christ; and as it must be believed that 
she worthily filled that eminent position ; 
she must possess richer and more abundant 
graces than the whole race which she 
represents. 

Further, the redeemed are destined to 
fill the empty seats of Lucifer and his rebel 
angels ; and by the co-operation of Mary 
the work of redemption was brought about ; 
she therefore stands between God and the 
angelic host, who look up to her as the 
chief minister in the restoration of their 
diminished ranks. God did not choose one 
of themselves for this service; he chose 
Mary, and gave her gifts which he with- 
held from them. In a word, we may apply 
to her the language of St. Paul : “He that 
spared not his own Son,” but gave him to 
be a Son to Mary, “ hath he not with him 
given her all things.”— -Rom. viii. 32. 

But if his gratuitous gifts to her were so 
bountiful and so various, what shall be said 
of those which she herself earned, by cor- 
responding with the grace of God ? His 
grace precedes merit ; but it also imparts 
it to the good works performed in obedience 
to his holy will, by a soul united to him in 
charity. “I am the vine, you are the 
branches,” says Christ, “he that abideth 
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in me, and I in him, the same beareth 
much fruit.” — John xv. 5. And again, 
“ Every branch in me that beareth fruit, 
my Father will purge it, that it may bring 
forth more fruit.” — lb. viii. 2. The good 
and faithful servant traded with his Lord’s 
five talents, and gained other five talents 
besides them, and was made ruler over ten 
cities. Those marvellous gifts, which we 
have admired in Mary, were the talents 
originally entrusted to her keeping ; when 
she had doubled them, and received her 
great reward, who shall estimate the graces 
and the glory that were hers ? Not only 
was every act of virtue that she performed 
meritorious ; but as theologians teach, she 
acquired new merit every moment of her 
life, by the habitual intention in which she 
always lived, of corresponding with the 
actual graces received from God. When 
God called her to be a “ fit minister” of his 
will, in the Incarnation of his Eternal Son, 
he began by creating her a perfectly sinless 
soul and body. She, therefore, entered on 
her course with none of the disadvantages 
which retard the progress of the saints, in 
their struggle against the remaining con- 
cupiscence of nature. All the efforts that 
it costs them to beat it down, and destroy it, 
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were directed, in her case, to the attainment 
of a more eminent perfection. No time, 
no grace was lost, by lapses, or temporary 
shortcomings. There was no counteracting 
force, so to speak, to neutralize, or weaken 
the operations of grace ; no “ law in her 
members, fighting against the law of her 
mind, and bringing her into captivity to the 
law of sin in her members.” — Rom.vii.23. 

That this blessed creature might want 
nothing that is prized even among men, 
her descent was from a long line of kings, 
from “the illustrious root of David,” as 
the church often sings on her festivals. 
And that she might possess no less a title 
to eminence in the order of grace, her own 
estate and family were poor. Her nativity 
is annually celebrated, as the rising of the 
morning star that heralded the approaching 
day. Her parents, too, Joachim and 
Anne, are honoured as saints; the only 
two of the old law, besides the holy Baptist, 
who are thus distinguished. The festival 
of her Presentation keeps alive a venerable 
tradition, that, as the mother of Samuel 
offered him to the Lord for the service of 
the tabernacle, while he was still an infant, 
so the parents of Mary presented her in 
the temple, at the age of three years ; and 
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relinquishing their claim to her, devoted 
her, in like manner, to the Divine service.* 
And thus she lived and grew in the shadow 
of the house of her God ; serving him like 
the holy Anna, night and day. So “ she 
was established in Sion and in the holy 
city she rested ; and her power was in Jeru- 

* As early as the days of the tabernacle, there is 
no doubt that a class of pious women, some of them 
. virgins, others of them widows, dedicated themselves 
to a life of seclusion within the precincts of the place 
set apart for divine worship. Allusion is made to 
them, I Kings ii. 22. And still more clearly; 
Exod. xxxviii. 8 : “ He made also the laver of brass, 
with the foot thereof, of the mirrors of the women 
that watched at the door of the tabernacle who had 
left the world, and had given up the instruments of 
their former vanity to the service of God. See 
Tirinus in loco . After the building of the temple, 
they had their residence within it. Thus 4 Kings 
xi. 2, 3, and 2 Paral. xxii. J 1 ; we read of Josaba, 
daughter of king Joram, and wife of the high priest, 
who concealed young Joas with her, in the house of 
the Lord for six years. And 2 Mach. iii. 19, mention 
is made of “ the virgins that were shut up,” who 
came forth, some to Onias, the high priest ; &c. In 
the New Testament, also, there is the remarkable 
instance of Anna; Luke ii. 36, 37, who, after seven 
years of married life, had dedicated herself to God, 
at the death of her husband, and had lived in this 
way till the age of eighty-four; “ who departed not 
from the temple, serving with fastings and prayers, 
night and day.'* 
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salem to cite again, the language of 
prophecy regarding her : “ And she took 
rest in an honourable people, and in the 
portion of her God his inheritance, and her 
abode was in the full assembly of the saints. 
She was exalted like a cedar in Libanus, 
and as a cypress tree on Mount Sion ; she 
was exalted like a palm tree in Cades, and as 
a rose plant in Jericho ; as a fair olive tree 
in the plains ; and as a plane tree by the 
waters in the streets.” — Ecclus. xxiv. 15-19. 

It is often asserted that very little is 
known of the history of the Blessed Virgin, 
that Scripture affords hardly any insight 
into her character and habits of mind. 
But those who say so must take a very 
superficial view, indeed, of the many notices 
of her, contained in the sacred volume; 
they must overlook much more that can 
be learnt by comparing one with another. 
Before this inquiry is closed, it will appear 
that a very great deal may be known about 
the holy Virgin, especially in regard to her 
virtues, and her prerogatives. This two- 
fold division will be an excellent guide in 
arranging the observations that occur to a 
student of her history. 

1 . Among all her virtues, none shone 
more remarkably than her humility. It is 
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a virtue that is very conspicuous in the 
saints ) whatever other peculiar excellencies 
may be found in them. Indeed it alone 
makes heroic sanctity safe, so to speak, for 
one who is still compassed with infirmity. 
It hides a saint from himself ; turning his 
eyes away from the perfection of the divine 
operations within him, towards the infinite 
perfection that is in God. As he rises 
towards it, its summit seems ever to recede 
before him. A builder lays strong and deep 
the foundations of a stately edifice ; the 
higher it is to rise, the lower he sinks the 
the foundation that it may be secure. So 
the Almighty Builder, when he is rearing 
a human temple for himself, and one which 
he designs to fashion with more than ordi- 
nary care, and after a more perfect model, 
lays a deep and solid foundation of humility, 
on which he safely constructs an edifice of 
exquisite proportion. And the loftier it is 
to be, among his other works, the more 
carefiilly does he prepare its foundation. 
Hence the men who were the idols of whole 
cities, beloved and venerated for their 
virtues, while they were alive ; who were 
admitted to intimate and marvellous com- 
munion with the Divine Essence, even on 
earth, some of whom foresaw that their 
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bones would be laid up in silk and gold, and 
enshrined underneath columns of marble, — 
those favourites of heaven were meek and 
modest, and retiring; went and came at 
the bidding of their superiors, and ac- 
counted themselves the offscouring of all 
things. St. Paul was in danger of being 
unduly elated by the abundance of a reve- 
lation once made to him, and there was 
given to him a sting of the flesh, to re min d 
him of his infirmities. — 1. Cor. xii. 7. 
Deep and broad must the foundations of 
humility in Mary have been laid, to bear 
the marvellous structure that rose upon 
them ; to make it safe for her to approach 
so near to God himself. She whom God 
chose for his Mother, and consented to 
obey for thirty years must have been long 
and perfectly disciplined in the school of 
the saints. 

The masters of the spiritual life enume- 
rate three degrees of humility ; the first of 
which is to submit to the Divine law, and 
never, with deliberation, to sin mortally, 
however strongly tempted by the promises 
of good, or by the fear of death itself. The 
second is higher and more perfect ; namely, 
to have no choice between wealth and 
poverty, honour and contempt, except what 
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is suggested by the gloiy of God and our 
own salvation, and never, on any account, 
to sin, even venially. The third, which is 
the most perfect, is, after the attainment of 
the other two, to desire to imitate Christ in 
his poverty and ignominy, if it should he 
equally for the glory of God. All these are 
included in the words of Mary to the angel, 
Be it done to me according to thy word. 
Far from being elated by the honour that 
had been announced to her ; unmoved by 
the prospect of the future glories that were 
to surround her and her Divine Son, while 
a fallen world’s redemption hung suspended 
on an act of her will, on a word from her 
lips ; she answered. Behold the handmaid 
of the Lord ; he it done to me according to 
thy word. Luke i. 38. “ O humility,” 

exclaims an ascetic author, “ O humility, 
narrow to itself, ample enough for the 
Divinity; insufficient for itself sufficient for 
him whom the universe cannot contain.”* 
By thus accepting the service to which God 
had called her, without condition or reserve, 
Mary associated herself for ever with her 
Son and Lord; first in his poverty, his 
humiliation, his passion and death; and 

* Abbot Guerrico, quoted by St. Alfonso, Glorie 
di Maria, Discor. 4. 
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afterwards in his triumph ; thereby proving 
herself to have attained to the very highest 
degree of humility; and, in this excellent 
virtue, the highest is the lowest. 

Not only then, but afterwards, when she 
gave thanks aloud, and sang the praises of 
her God, it was because he had regarded 
the low estate of his handmaid. Her visit 
to Elizabeth was evidently received by that 
holy woman as an act of humility and 
condescension on the part of Mary; for 
Elizabeth exclaimed, under the immediate 
influence of the Holy Spirit, “whence is 
this to me, that- the Mother of my Lord 
should come to me?” Again, the great 
humility of Mary concealed from her holy 
spouse the favour that she had received 
from God ; she even preferred to incur his 
suspicions, to being the herald of her own 
praise. Once more, at the marriage in 
Cana, when Christ seemed to repel her, 
and put aside her request, she made him 
no answer; the one answer of her whole 
life was the first: “Be it done to me 
according to thy word.” Lastly, she did 
not shun the ignominy of his cross ; but 
participated in its reproach. We do not 
read tnat she had any share in the brief 
triumph which is commemorated on Palm 
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Sunday ; we know only that she stood by 
the foot of his cross. 

2. Her charity was no less sublime and 
perfect ; her love to God and her neigh- 
bour. Her love to God ; who shall mea- 
sure it, in those peaceful, domestic years, 
when her infant Jesus lay in her bosom, 
and prayed at her knee, and made her poor 
cottage a heaven upon earth ! What 
strong,.indissoluble bonds then united those 
two blessed hearts, who can presume even 
to imagine! The Seven Dolours, which 
the church commemorates twice every year, 
were the seven wounds of her great love. 

How perfect was her love to her neigh- 
bour! It was charily that first drew her 
forth from her retirement. “ Rising up,” 
says the evangelist, “she went into the 
hill-country, with haste, into a city of Juda j 
and she entered into the house of Zachary, 
and saluted Elizabeth.”— Luke i. 39, 40. 
The same charily prompted her to inter- 
cede for her friends at the marriage-feast. 
Zt nerved her heart to surrender her 
beloved and only Son; first, when he 
parted from her to begin his public mission ; 
and lastly, when she assisted at his sacrifice 
on the altar of the cross. By the intimate 
and perfect union of her will with his, she 

a 
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offered him there, to his eternal Father, for 
the sins of a lost world. “ Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends.” — John xv. 13. 
Mary sacrificed a treasure more precious to 
her than her life ; not for her friends, but 
for the miserable children of the first crea- 
tion, for those who are in every age the 
enemies of her blessed name, or who at 
least would bury it in habitual neglect and 
oblivion. 

3. Her purity is justly celebrated wher- 
ever the Christian religion is known. None 
who pretend to believe that it came from 
God can refuse to acknowledge that Christ 
was born of a Virgin mother. Alas ! for 
the gross and carnal conceptions of a mind 
that can admit even a suspicion, that, as 
she then was, she did not ever remain. 
Arguments might be brought in abundance 
to establish the fact ; from the supreme 
reverence due to Christ ; to his Father ; to 
the Holy Spirit ; from the dignity and 
sanctity of Mary herself; from the un- 
doubted piety of devout Joseph. But to 
entertain such a question seriously, dero- 
gates too much and too painfully from the 
majesty of our Blessed Lady ; jars too 
harshly on the ear of Catholics; offends 



Digitized by Google 




MARY ON EARTH. 



88 



every Christian instinct too intolerably, to 
allow of further notice. The inviolate 
integrity of the blessed Virgin is believed 
to have been the subject of an ancient 
prophecy. “ And the Lord said to me. 
This gate shall be shut; it shall not be 
opened ; and no man shall pass through 
it; because the Lord, the God of Israel 
hath entered in, by it ; therefore it shall be 
shut.” — Ezeck. xliv. 2. The virginal 
purity of Mary is sufficiently illustrated by 
the confusion which the angel’s visit cost h er ; 
by the haste with which she travelled to 
the house of Zachary, to avoid observation ; 
by the dying words of Jesus, who bequeathed 
her as a precious legacy to his virgin- 
apostle. 

Her history might furnish us with many 
examples of other virtues which distinguish 
her ; as of her Faith in the power of God, 
at the moment of the Annunciation; at the 
marriage in Cana, and at the cross ; of her 
Obedience when she accepted the mission 
which the angel offered to her ; and when 
she fulfilled the obligations of the cere- 
monial law in her Purification, though she 
was not bound by its conditions. To her 
Gratitude we owe the inspired canticle of 
the Magnificat; it glowed in her heart 
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when she offered her first-born to God in 
the temple. Admirable was the Fortitude of 
her heart in suffering ; its Patience under 
suspicion of evil ; its calm recollection and 
contemplation while she kept all the say- 
ings of Jesus, and treasured them in it. 

Her Prerogatives remarkably correspond 
with her virtues, and form a counterpart to 
them. As she stooped low, she has been 
highly exalted ; and the chief acts of her 
humility have become the steps of her glory. 
Its summit on earth was the honour of 
being the Mother of the Incarnate Son of 
God. No praise or title of distinction that 
belongs to her can equal that which is 
expressed in the simple language of the 
gospel; “and Jacob begot Joseph, the hus- 
band of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, 
who is called Christ” — Matt i. 16 . God 
could have created a larger or a fairer earth 
than this ; he could have stretched around 
it a wider and more glorious heaven ; but 
he could not have endowed a creature more 
nobly than he endowed Mary, by giving 
himself to her, as her Son. As there is 
none equal to God, so there is none under 
God, equal to Mary, who possessed, in God 
her Son, the source and the sum of all per- 
fection. If no son could be greater tnan 
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Jesus, no mother could be equal to Mary, 
because she was the Mother of that Son ; 
and this distinction she merited by her 
humility. “Thou hast found grace,” or 
“ favour, with God,” were the words of the 
angel to her. If “ he that humbleth him- 
self shall be exalted,” she that has been 
highly exalted, first humbled herself, and 
thus rose upon the ruins of her own esteem, 
to her high eminence. She pleased God 
more by her humility, than even by her 
purity ; for through it she conceived, and 
became the Mother of his Son; at the 
instant when she annihilated herself in his 
presence, and said, “Be it done to me 
according to thy word.” 

The title of Blessed, also, was to be 
given her, because the Almighty had re- 
garded her low estate. And when, again, 
she accepted his seeming repulse at Cana, 
in silence and humility, he anticipated his 
hour, and performed all that her faith had 
asked ; and exhibited her to the church as 
an all-prevailing intercessor with God. 

Her charity, too, was crowned by no less 
signal privileges. Passing over her love 
to God, which was the motive of her every 
thought, and word, and action ; her charity 
in visiting the house of her cousin, became 
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a source of immense graces to its inmates. 
At the mere sound of her voice, the infant 
Baptist, then nnborn, was filled with the 
Holy Ghost, together with his mother 
Elizabeth. The same persuasive voice, 
breathing charity and good-will, prevailed at 
Cana, even while it seemed to speak at a 
disadvantage. And when she had con- 
summated the offering of her Son, and 
stood childless at the foot of his Cross, he 
made her, for all time, the mother of his 
church, in the person of the beloved John. 
“ Woman, behold thy son ; son, behold 
thy Mother!” Because Abraham refused 
not to sacrifice, at least in intention, his 
only son Isaac, to fulfil the will of God, the 
Lord said to him, “ By my own self have I 
sworn ; because thou hast done this thing, 
and hast not spared thy only begotten son, 
for my sake ; I will bless thee, and I will 
multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven, 
and as the sand that is by the sea shore : 
thy seed shall possess the gates of their 
enemies, and in thy seed, shall all nations 
of the earth be blessed, because thou hast 
heard my voice.” — Gen. xxii. 16 — 18 . 
Mary’s offering began when she presented 
her infant Lord in the temple, and redeemed 
him, according to the law, with a piece of 
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money ; when her offering was exhausted, 
she became the mother of all the redeemed. 

In like manner, the Purity of Mary 
earned for her the title of Ever- Virgin, 
by which she is universally known and 
honoured. Even those who refuse to honour 
her, are constrained, when they name her, 
to use the title of Virgin ; though they will 
not call her Blessed, as she prophesied that 
all the generations of her faithful seed 
should do, they must call her Mary the Vir- 
gin, if they would be understood ; a tribute 
to her purity, wrung from them, in spite of 
themselves. 

Further, her faith and obedience were 
rewarded by the sight and obedience of her 
Divine : Son, for thirty years of his life. 
While he lived with his Mother and St. 
Joseph at Nazareth, he was subject to them. 
— Luke ii. 51. He left the company of 
the doctors in the temple, at her bidding. 
O wonderful prerogative, and still more 
wonderful condescension! The Lord of 
the universe obeyed a woman ; Mary con- 
trolled the actions of the Eternal Son of 
God. 

She was also endowed with the super- 
natural gift of prophecy. The “Magnificat” 
is a prediction, as well as a history ; it 
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reaches forward to the future, while it relates 
the past triumphs of Divine grace. 

Once more, and as if these were not 
sufficient prerogatives to lavish on his holy 
mother, Christ has added two special bene- 
dictions. “And it came to pass,” says St. 
Luke, “ as he spoke these things, a certain 
woman from the crowd, lifting up her voice, 
said to him, Blessed is the womb that bare 
thee, and the breasts that gave thee suck. 
But he said. Yea, rather blessed are they 
who hear the word of God, and keep it. — 
Luke xi. 27, 28. Compare these words 
with another place in the same evangelist : 
“And his mother kept all these words in 
her heart.” — lb. ii. 51. The meaning is 
obvious. It is blessed to have borne and 
nursed the Incarnate Son of God j but 
more blessed to sit at his feet, and learn the 
mysteries of his kingdom, and treasure them 
in the heart, and live under their influence. 
And this blessedness, Mary possessed, in 
addition to the other. 

To the same effect was the language of 
our Lord on another occasion, when, as St. 
Luke relates, “ His Mother and brethren 
came unto him, and they could not come at 
him, for the crowd. And it was told him, 
thy Mother and thy brethren stand without. 
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desiring to see thee. Who, answering, said 
to them. My Mother and my brethren are 
they who hear the word of God, and do it.” 
— Luke viii. 19 — 21. Or, as St. Matthew 
relates it more at large, “Who is my 
Mother and my brethren ? And stretching 
forth his hands to his disciples, he said, 
Behold my Mother and my brethren ; for 
whosoever shall do the will of my Father 
in heaven, is my brother, and sister, and 
Mother.” — Matt. xii. 46 — end. Mark iii. 
31 — end. It was by doing his will, that 
Mary became his mother; and this new 
benediction is one to which all her spiritual 
children are, in their degree, admitted ; not 
to the full measure of glory, for that were 
impossible for them, but sufficiently to fill 
them with joy and delight, even to the end. 
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CHAPTER V. 

UNION AND CO-OPERATION OF JESUS AND MART. 



“ Go forth, ye daughters of Sion, and see King Solomon, in 
the diadem wherewith his mother crowned him, in the day 
of his espousals, and in the day of the joy of his heart.** — 

Cant. iii. 11. 



It is impossible carefully to study the his- 
tory of Jesus and Mary, as it is recorded 
by the evangelists, without perceiving a 
uniform law of Providence uniting them 
in the great events of their lives; and 
leading directly to conclusions that may 
assist us in appreciating the importance of 
the part which she has ever since sustained 
in the extension and perfection of what 
was begun in the Incarnation. 

To go back to the visit of the archangel ; 
unless Mary had consented to become 
his mother, Jesus would not have been bom. 
Divine grace no doubt disposed her to ac- 
quiescence ; but the act was not the less one 
of her own free, unfettered will ; an act which 
she was able to have refused; and, by 
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refusing, to have thwarted the Divine plans. 
Omnipotence might have arranged it other- 
wise; but as certainly as man has been 
redeemed by the Incarnation and Passion 
of Jesus, so surely did God make the whole 
depend, in the first instance, on the assent 
and co-operation of Mary. When he 
created the visible universe, he said Fiat — 
Let it be : and it was. When he would 
redeem the world, it was by a Fiat ; but 
the word was uttered by the lips of Mary ; 
Fiat mihi secundum verbum tuum. But 
why did God not act as before, without 
any intermediate agent; why did he make 
the execution of his plans of mercy depend 
on the will, and the word of a feeble woman ? 
No one can say; because he has not 
revealed the reason ; we know that it was 
so ; and it is for us to accept it, and remark 
its significance. 

The angel said to Mary, “ Hail, lull of 
grace, or highly favoured, the Lord is with 
thee.” And in truth it seems as if, from 
that day, he has never been separated from 
her. As he became man by her co-opera- 
tion, he continued to act with her, and by 
her, and through her in his successive 
manifestations. Before his birth, when she 
visited Elizabeth, his presence in her holy 
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womb did not affect her pious relative till 
the voice of her salutation sounded in her 
ear; then the babe leaped in Elizabeth’s 
womb for joy, and she was filled with 
the Holy Ghost. — Luke i. 41. 

In relating the circumstances of the 
Nativity, the Evangelists uniformly associate 
Jesus and Mary together, even more 
invariably than at first sight appears neces- 
sary. Thus, as a sign by which to know 
their new-born Saviour, the shepherds at 
Bethlehem were told that they should “ find 
the infant wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
and lying in a manger.”— Luke ii. 12. 
And St. Luke adds that “ they came with 
haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the infant lying in a manger.” — lb. v. 16. 
Again, when St. Matthew records the visit 
of the Magi, he mentions that, “ entering 
into the house they found the young child, 
with Mary his Mother, and falling down, 
they adored him. — Matt. ii. 11. In both 
of these instances, it might be thought 
superfluous to mention the name of Mary . 
at all ; she must* have been present ; why 
then take notice of so obvious a fact, 
■especially as it was not to visit her, but her 
Divine Child, that both the Magi and the 
shepherds went to Bethlehem. It is not 
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superfluous, nor without a meaning. It 
enables us to keep steadily in view the 
united agency of Mary with Jesus in the 
progress, as well as in the beginning of his 
designs of mercy. As he was incarnate by 
her word, so he was supported by her, as 
infants are by their mothers, from day to 
day ; he was nourished by her substance, 
and watched and tended by her love, and 
closely associated with her at every step of 
his advancing years. Thus, also, the angel 
who appeared in sleep to St. Joseph com- 
manded him to take the child and his 
mother, and escape into Egypt. — Matt. ii. 
13. And again, when they were to return 
home, the angel once more directed him to 
take the child and his mother, and go into 
the land of Israel. — lb. ii. 20. “ And he 

arose,” says St. Matthew, “ and took the 
child and his mother, and came into the 
land of Israel.” — lb. v. 21. 

“After the days of Mary’s purification, 
according to the law of Moses, were accom- 
plished,” says the gospel, “ they carried him 
to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord.” 
Here is a new and important instance 
of the agency of Mary. It was no empty 
ceremony, that offering and redemption 
of the infant Redeemer. “ He was offered,” 
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says the prophet Isaias, “ because it was 
his own will.” — Is. liii. 7. It was the 
first instalment of the sacrifice, which from 
Eternity he had designed to make ; when, 
in the language of the Psalmist, he 
said, “ Behold I come ; in the head of 
the book it is written of me, that I 
should do thy will ; O my God, I have 
desired it ; and thy law is in the midst of 
my heart.”— Ps. xxxix. 7 — 9. It was the 
symbolical and preparatory offering which 
was consummated on Calvary, and is per- 
petuated on the altar of his church, for an 
unfailing memorial of his Death, Resurrec- 
tion, and Ascension. And that offering 
was made by the hands of Mary. He lay, 
passive, and seemingly helpless with no 
visible sign of his greatness ; as he lies, 
to-day, in the hands of his priest. The 
Omnipotent had taken upon him our infir- 
mity ; had adopted our weakness ; he could 
not walk, or stand, or speak. Mary must 
therefore sustain him ; and express for him 
the interior, longing desire of his Eternal 
love, to offer himself to his Father for man, 
which had as yet found in him no voice 
to make itself known, nor the capacity of 
execution. Beneath the form of an infant, 
there lay concealed a Divine energy ; that 
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child was the very Word that had created 
the world ; but the conditions of our 
humanity, within which his infinite love 
had circumscribed him, had imposed silence 
upon him; had reduced his power to 
feebleness and inaction. Mary was chosen, 
among all the generations of mankind, to 
stand forth, in the plenitude of grace and 
power, to supply the means of action to 
God ; to become, for the time of this 
necessity, the voice of the Eternal Word. 
She advanced along the solemn temple, 
attended by Simeon, and Anna, and holy 
Joseph, to the place where the priest was 
waiting to receive her. She raised the 
Child in her arms, and with an overflowing 
heart surrendered him to the representative 
of his Father. The first and long-desired 
act of his Sacrifice was accomplished ; he 
was not hers any longer, but God’s ; the 
victim of charity, ready to be immolated. 
The Eternal Priest, according to the order 
of Melchisedec, had ascended the mountain 
of sacrifice ; and in this oblation of himself, 
Mary was made the great agent and minister 
of his will. Thus, “ they presented him to 
tile Lord.” 

But the time had not yet come for the 
last and bloody act of his Sacrifice, when the 
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Lord would lay upon him the iniquity of 
us all ; when tne life of the victim must be 
taken for its expiation. His oblation of 
himself, though essentially one and the 
same, must be prolonged and reiterated 
through a course of years : “ He must first 
suffer many things, and be rejected by his 
generation.” — Luke xvii. 26. His mother 
must therefore receive him again, to foster 
and mature his natural powers ; to watch 
the growing signs of his intelligence ; his 
advance in wisdom and age ; and in grace 
with God and man. — Luke ii. 52. He was 
therefore ransomed, for the small sum of 
money prescribed by the ceremonial law ; 
and was restored to Mary, for thirty years 
of close and inseparable union. And in 
the act of recovering him, she was made 
the subject of a remarkable prophecy; 
pointing to her prolonged association with 
him in the designs of God. “ Behold this 
Child is set for the fall and for the resur- 
rection of many in Israel,” said holy 
Simeon, “ and for a sign which shall be 
contradicted. And thy own soul a sword 
shall pierce, that, out of many hearts, 
thoughts may be revealed.” — Luke ii. 34, ; 
35. So intimately was her future life' to be 
bound, up with his, that the sorrows of his 
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sacred heart should also pierce hers ; and 
this with a definite object in the arrange- 
ments of Providence. The wounding of 
her heart was designed to concur with his 
being set for the fall and the resurrection 
of many in Israel, in revealing the thoughts 
of many hearts; that is, in testing their 
dispositions, and bringing to light their 
goodness, or their malice. And thus we 
are provided with another proof of the 
continued co-operation with the Redeemer’s 
mission, assigned to Mary, in her sufferings, 
no less than in her actions. 

For twelve years, nothing is recorded of 
the Holy Family, except its annual visit to 
Jerusalem, at the festival of the Pasch. 
But it is enough for our argument to know 
that Jesus and Mary were together during 
all that time. The unrecorded incidents, 
which must have happened, are more than 
sufficient to make even the hidden life of 
the Redeemer and his Mother a valuable 
confirmation of it. From what is daily 
occurring in our own experience, we can 
form a very definite idea of the mutual 
services, the unwearied interchange of kind- 
ness that must have drawn closer and closer 
together those blessed hearts. We know 
of the sleepless nights, the days of anxious 

H 
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watching, made unavoidable by the many 
accidents and unintelligible distresses of 
infancy and childhood ; every one must be 
familiar with the endearing ways, by which 
children entwine themselves about their 
mother’s heart. Twelve years are soon 
passed over in thought; but with their 
measured lapse in real life, incidents with- 
out number are occurring, which would 
make no great figure, indeed, in history, 
but which are bound up with the life of a 
united family. Daily necessities anticipated, 
and provided for; innocent gratifications 
procured ; perhaps the hours of anxiety or 
of labour shared together; the calm and 
open converse in intervals of rest ; the 
courteous demeanour; the unselfish prefer- 
ence of each other’s good; the growing 
esteem, and confidence, and trust in each 
other’s worth; these are the simple means 
that endear the hearts of the same family to 
each other, and make the joys and sorrows 
of each the property of all. It needs no 
effort of imagination thus to animate those 
unrecorded years of the Redeemer’s child- 
hood; and to perceive the development 
of Mary’s assimilation to his will, and of 
her agency in his maturing purposes. 

At the age of twelve, he appears at 
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Jerusalem ; and Mary is with him. Their 
visit to the temple is finished ; Mary and 
Joseph travel homewards for a whole day, 
but Jesus, unknown to them, remains 
behind. They discover their loss, and 
immediately return. After three days' 
anxious search, he is found in the temple, 
with the doctors. Mary addresses mm, 
“ Son why hast thou done so to us ; behold 
thy father and 1 have sought thee sorrow- 
ing.” — Luke ii. 48. He replies, “ How is 
it that you have sought me ; did you not 
know that I must be about my Father’s 
business.” — lb. v. 49. A declaration of his 
Divine character, which may perhaps be 
thought fatal to our argument. But this 
is not the only instance in which the 
apparent meaning of our Saviour’s words 
is singularly contrasted with the action 
which immediately followed. “ And he 
went down with them,” says the evangelist, 
“ and came to Nazareth, and was subject 
to them.” — lb. v. 54. The subsequent 
act certainly appears more wonderful on 
the very account of the language that pre- 
ceded it. He must be about ms heavenly 
Father’s business ; and seemed, for that 
reason, to put aside human interference ; 
yet he immediately resumed his place in 
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the company of Mary and Joseph, and 
remained with them for eighteen years 
longer. And those were the years of his 
youth and early manhood, when many sons 
exempt themselves, or are released by cir- 
cumstances, from filial dependence on their 
parents’ will. Yet all the while, Jesus 
“was subject to them.” It would have 
been, in comparison, less remarkable, if 
this had been affirmed of his childhood and 
infancy ; it might have been thought to be 
more in harmony with that age ; perhaps 
to be necessary to it. But die inspired 
writer has reserved it for a time of life, 
when the contrast which it presents is 
much more conspicuous ; and has con- 
nected it with the narrative of what passed, 
in the temple, between our Lord and his 
Mother ; thus increasing, if possible, the 
importance of this new feature in his life. 
For, as much as his words seemed to de- 
preciate his holy mother, so much does 
his later subjection gain in importance. 
The greater the disparity between Jesus 
and Mary is made to appear, and the more 
unlikely it seems that she should command, 
and he obey ; the more astonishing is the 
information that he “ was subject to her.” 
It is impossible to resist the conclusion. 
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that, by this very subjection, he was fulfil- 
ling ms Father’s will ; “ about his busi- 
ness that Mary therefore by ruling, as 
well as he by obeying, was furthering the 
mysterious operations of his mission on 
earth. For “ whereas he learned obedience 
by the things which he suffered,” Heb. 
v. 8, and as obedience requires some one 
to command, as well as a subject to obey, 
it was necessary that 'Mary should consent 
to act as his superior, to govern him, and 
control his will. Thus she who had be- 
come his mother, discharged in succession 
all the offices belonging to that relation- 
ship ; was associated with him in the per- 
formance of what his infantine weakness 
could not do, without her assistance ; 
claimed, because he willed it, what his 
strength alone could have enabled her to 
receive; the obedience and subjection of 
God. 

The union, then, of Jesus and Mary, 
and her co-operation with him for thirty 
years of his life, cannot be called in ques- 
tion. But a time arrived when he must 
leave her, on his Father’s business, for a 
little longer than before, but not for ever. 
And as he had made up for her three 
days’ loss of him by obeying her for 
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eighteen years ; so, on the ere of hia 
longer absence, he gave her a precious 
token that her union and influence were 
only suspended, and that at the appointed 
time they should be resumed. The cir- 
cumstances of the marriage at Cana are 
familiar to every one. The wine was ex- 
hausted, and Mary appealed to her son : 
“ They have no wine.” His answer 
seemed to discourage her application : 
“ What have I do with thee j mine hour 
is not yet come?”* It was his farewell; 
but he would not leave her without a 
parting benediction, without directing her 
nope to an hour of reunion. He had 



* T i t fAol kcu crol , etc. What is there at present 
in common between me and thee ? the time for 
that is not come. The expression is qualified by 
the succeeding action ; tone and manner, on which 
so much of its value must have depended, being, 
of course, now unknown. The same form of ex- 
pression occurs, Matt. viii. 29 ; where it contrasts 
remarkably with the present use of it. Two men, 
possessed with devils, when they saw Christ, cried 
out, “ What have we to do with thee ; (ti fj^uv nal o-ot) 
art thou come hither to torment us before the time ?” 
Mark ▼. 7, has the same phrase. An appointed 
time of interference, of another kind, seems to be 
anticipated ; and an effect occurs, in spite of the 
remonstrance. 
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done her bidding for thirty years; how 
could he refuse her what she had suggested 
rather than asked ? As once before, his 
action derives a peculiar value from its 
contrast to his words, he seems again to 
repel, while he is preparing to do more 
than the suppliant “ asks or thinks.” It 
is evident that she did not interpret his 
answer as a repulse, or a refusal of her 
request. If he had expressly assured her 
that her desire should be immediately 
granted, she could not have acted more 
appropriately than she did, even after his 
apparently unpromising reception. She 
said to the servants, “Whatsoever he saith 
to you, do it.” Could anything more con- 
vincingly prove the secret union of her 
heart with his, her exquisite perception of 
the signs of his will, her keen foresight of 
his intentions, taught her by thirty years’ 
intimate sympathy and intense study of 
his mode of action ? Even after the event 
has interpreted the language of our Lord, 
and fixed its true meaning, there are 
persons in the world, too miany, alas ! 
who still affirm that it was meant as a 
repulse, and nothing more. But Mary, 
while the issue was to all but herself 
doubtful, never doubted ; she turned to 
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the servants, expecting immediate com- 
pliance with her petition, and prepared 
them for receiving the necessary orders. 
The miracle followed immediately*; wine 
in abundance, and superior in quality to 
the former, filled the vessels into which 
the servants bad poured water. “ This 
beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana 
of Galilee, and manifested his glory.” — 
John ii. 11. It was the closing act of his 
subjection to his holy mother ; the begin- 
ning of a new period in his mission. 
Henceforth he will act, for a time, at least, 
alone ; he will fulfil his ministry and 
show forth his glory as a master, not as 
a subject But as the first period of his 
life on earth began and ended in intimate 
association with Mary, so the second, or 

E ublic period, began in like manner with 
er ; the earliest attestation of his divinity 
was given in her presence, and because 
she desired it. His words, indeed, implied 
that the exertion of her influence was 
premature : “Mine hour is not yet come.” 
The disciples at Emmaus, when “he made 
as though he would go farther,” “con- 
strained him,” and prevailed upon him to 
tarry with them ; Jacob wrestled with the 
angel a whole night fill sunrise, and wrung 
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from him a blessing ere he let him go ; 
of Mary, as of Jacob, it might be said that 
she “was strong against God;” Gen. 
xxxii. 28. She was stronger than op- 
portunity, and gained, at the beginning of 
her son’s ministry, a part of the benediction 
reserved for her at the end of it. For his 
words also imply that there was a time to 
come when her influence should be no 
longer premature, as there was a time past 
when it was all-powerful. His language 
was at once retrospective and prospective. 
It was as if he would say, “ For thirty 
years I have done thy bidding, O my 
mother ; I have gone out and come 
in at thy desire ; and been in all things 
subject to thee; but it must not be 
so now any longer. My great mission 
demands my separation even from thee. 
But as the peaceful years of my youth were 
passed with thee ; as thou didst watch by 
my crib, and admire the faith of shepherds 
and wise men, and witness their adoration ; 
an hour is coming, when thou and I shall 
be once more together as we were in the 
past ; the dark hour of my passion shall 
bring thee again to my side ; thou shalt 
see a heathen soldier and a malefactor, yea 
the powers of Nature herself pay homage 
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to my divinity. And then I will remember 
thee.” Thus he bade her farewell ; thus 
he closed the first period of her influence ; 
thus he connected it with the beginning of 
the new period that was opening ; and an- 
ticipated its revival at a future day. 

Twice, during his public ministry, his 
mother crossed his pain, mid his words on 
both occasions are often interpreted unfa- 
vourably to our argument. Once, he was 
told that his mother and his brethren 
desired to speak with him. He answered, 
“Who is my mother, and who are my 
brethren and pointing to his disciples, 
“Behold my mother and my brethren; 
for whosoever shall do the will of my 
Father in heaven, the same is my 
brother, and sister, and mother.” It was 
a repetition in substance of his former 
words — “ I must be about my Father’s 
business,” and “ Mine hour is not yet 
come.” As he was separated from his holy 
mother in order to fulfil the will of his 
heavenly Father, and more entirely to give 
himself to his mission ; he adopted for the 
time all who were similarly devoted to that 
supreme will, who were labouring for the 
same great end ; he admitted them to share 
the love and the thoughts that belonged 



Digitized by Google 




OF JESUS AND MARY. 



107 



to his -mother, but which she was then 
withheld from personally claiming. There 
was a place in his divine heart sacred to the 
lore of friends; another, to the love of 
sinners; there was also an interior place 
sacred to filial affection, to the love of his 
mother. It was hers by nature, and 
doubly hers by grace ; earned long and well ; 
it was inviolable as his own unchanging 
truth. But that this filial love might not 
be wasted, while the business of his Father 
withheld it from its proper object, he bade 
it overflow upon those who most resembled 
his holy mother in their co-operation with 
the Divine will. She was not excluded 
from her proper share ; far from it She 
was expressly included ; for his very words 
remind us of the manner in which she 
became his mother; of the unreserved 
surrender of herself to his will, which 
secured for her that unparalleled honour, 
when she said, “Be it done to me according 
to thy word.” 

At another time, a woman who was 
present exclaimed, “ Blessed is the womb 
that bare thee, and the breasts that thou 
hast sucked.” — Luke xi. 27. She was un- 
consciously fulfilling the inspired language 
of Mary herself, who had predicted that 
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all generations should call her blessed. 
“Yea, rather* blessed,” said Christ, “are 
they who hear the word of God and keep 
it." Again he seemed to turn attention 
aside from his mother ; but, in reality, to 
establish her right to all that was claimed 
for her, and to much more. He did not 
call in question her blessedness ; how 
could he do so, when the Holy Spirit 
had declared, by her own inspired lips, 
that she should be called blessed by all 
generations ? He must be held to have 
recognised the blessedness which belonged 
to her, as his mother, by making it a 
subject of comparison with another and 
a greater benediction. She was blessed 
because she had borne him and nursed 
him, but more blessed are they who hear 
the word of God and keep it. Was she, 
therefore, excluded from this blessing ? 

* tAevovvyt — quinimo. Vulg. The same Greek word 
occurs, Rom. x. 18 : “I say, have they not heard ? 
Yes, verily (juvowyt — quidem) ; their sound is gone 
forth into all the earth,” Ac. And again, Philipp, 
iii. 8 : “The things that were gain to me, the 
same I have counted loss for Christ. Farthermore 
( /uvovvye — veruntamen — yea, doubtless, Prot. ver- 
sion.) I count all things to be but loss,” Ac. The 
word, in both cases, confirms what precedes it, and 
introduces something stronger and more emphatic. 
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Far otherwise. Compare the testimony 
of the same evangelist: “Mary kept all 
these sayings;” and in another place, “all 
these things, and pondered them in her 
heart.” It was, therefore, her own greater 
benediction that he pronounced ; it was 
her higher claim to a better reward, in 
which all who in like manner hear the 
word of God and keep it may have a share. 

So far, therefore, from those instances pre- 
senting any real difficulty, they strengthen 
and confirm our argument most materially. 
They prove how intimately present to our 
Lord was the recollection of his mother, 
and of the peculiar claims which she had 
to his benediction. If she could not be 
with him personally, her place in his heart 
was not, therefore, vacant; her peculiar 
title to it was made the condition of others’ 
admission to a similar distinction. Jesus 
and Mary were still united; he remembered, 
and taught others to remember, that her 
claims to his rewards, because she was his 
mother, great as they unquestionably were, 
were not the greatest; and that if they 
were open to the reach of others, it must 
be by the way which she had already traced 
by her example. She, on her part, calmly 
awaited the coming of his promised hour, 
and was content 
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It waa no accident, nor fortuitous con- 
currence of circumstances, that made the 
summit of Mount Calvary the scene of its 
arrival. It was not on Mount Thabor, 
where he was transfigured, that it came ; 
nor at the time when we rejoiced in 
spirit, because the mysteries of his king- 
dom had been revealed to little ones ; nor 
in the short triumph which introduced him 
into Jerusalem a few days before he suf- 
fered ; it was when his sacrifice was almost 
consummated. If there ever was a time 
in his whole life, when it might have been 
thought that the great object of his mission 
must have excluded every other ; when it 
might have seemed most improbable that 
his holy mother should have resumed 
her place by his side, and once more been 
distinguished by the expression of his 
filial love ; it was surely in the hour of his 
death. But “ there stood by the cross of 
Jesus, his mother, and his mother’s sister, 
and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus there- 
fore saw his mother, and the disciple whom 
he loved standing by, he said to his mother. 
Woman, behold thy Son ; and to the 
disciple. Behold thy mother.” — John xix. 
25 , 27 . 

In the hour of heavy sorrow, every sen- 
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sitive heart knows what it is to shrink 
from the sight and the intrusion of all, 
but those who are most intimately attached 
to it, by mutual sympathy. Its doors are 
closed to the most respected among ordi- 
nary friends; their condolence is offered 
and accepted from a distance. But Jesus, 
in the hour of his soul’s bitter travail, 
draws his mother again to his side after a 
period of reserve and separation ; he not 
only admits her to suffer with him, but he 
pours into her heart the oil of his conso- 
lation. The prophecy of Simeon has 
reached its term of fulfilment ; the Re- 
deemer has been lifted up on the cross, 
for the fall and for the resurrection of 
many; a sword has pierced the soul of 
Mary ; that the thoughts of many hearts 
may be revealed ; and among the rest, of 
her Divine Son himself. Many thoughts, 
and divine purposes, hitherto concealed, 
are disclosed in his last words to her. 
They make it impossible to conceive that 
her share in his mission was limited to his 
birth and maturity ; that after his parting 
from her at Cana she was thenceforth 
nothing to him, nor he to her, as is often 
unhappily asserted. His making the hour 
of his death, the hour also of her reunion 
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with him contradicts such a supposition. 
A passing expression of his regard in the 
moment of his victory oyer the tomb, or of 
his triumphant Ascension, would have 
weighed far less, than his tender mention 
of her in the closing hour of his trial. 

His death left her where his birth had 
found her, close by his side ; she stood to 
witness his closing eye, as she had first 
seen its opening light ; to hear his last cry, 
as she had soothed his first ; to be con- 
soled by him, supported by his super- 
natural strength, as she had supported him 
in the time of his weakness and incapacity. 
And as he must leave her alone in the 
world, he gave her another son, in his 
beloved disciple, to be to her what he had 
himself been. To John he gave her for 
a mother ; and in him to the whole church 
of God. It was a new mission, springing 
out of the first ; the prolongation of her 
influence and co-operation in the church ; 
of which her being named as a mother to 
John, and he a son to her, was the symbol 
and initiatory sign. 

Lastly, after the Ascension of her Son, 
her name occurs, as “ Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus,” (Acts i. 14,) among those 
who were present at the election of Mat- 
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tbias. No otheis are named, but herself 
and the eleven apostles'; from which we 
infer the deference that was paid her, and 
the high rank that she filled in the infant 
church. 

The whole course of her history, then, 
as recorded in Scripture, uniformly ex- 
hibits her as co-operating, in some way or 
other, in the mission of her Son, and as 
recognised by him in this intimate relation. 
But the work which the Redeemer began 
in his Incarnation, of whose completion he 
paid the superabundant price in his Pas- 
sion, was not at once accomplished. His 
kingdom was not fully to come at once ; 
nor his dominion to be immediately esta- 
blished on the ruins of the empire of evil; 
the number of his elect must be gathered 
• in from many nations and generations of 
men; the merits of his Passion applied 
to the spiritual necessities of his redeemed 
through many successive ages. His great 
mission is therefore carried oil through 
his church ; she represents his divine 
energy ; she reproduces the features of 
his fife in her own ; in her is stored up 
the permanent and inexhaustible fruits of 
his Redemption. Her existence began in 
the hour of his travail; when hu own 

i 
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mission of suffering was finished; when 
from his open side there flowed the water 
and the Mood, to refresh and purify the 
inheritance of the Lord. At Pentecost 
she came forth in the might of the Spirit’s 
power, fully endowed with all that was 
required for the work assigned to her. 
Since then she has never been idle, never 
weary in the execution of that work; in 
varying fortune and many changes of 
outward circumstances, she has prolonged 
and multiplied the labours of Christ’s life 
and death, through eighteen centuries, 
and over the whole world. 

If he continues, then, to act through 
his church, in the accomplishment of his 
designs, does Mary still co-operate with 
him ? Is her influence felt, together with 
his; as it was of old ? Is she associated * 
with him still, in the continuation and 
completion, as in the beginning, of his 
work of redemption and renovation of this 
fallen world ? 

Unless it had been denied, it would have 
seemed hardly possible that any one who 
had bestowed a calm and impartial atten- 
tion on the whole course of her history 
on earth, and had observed its invariable 
bearing on the great events of her son’s 
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ministry, and its uniform connexion with 
it, could doubt that her influence and 
co-operation are designed to last till the 
end. They were extended too far on 
earth to make any other conclusion pro- 
bable. If Christ had merely been born 
and matured by her care, and had then 
left her for his mission; if the veil had 
closed upon her history at Nazareth, and 
no further mention of her had been 
made in the inspired narrative of his life ; 
there would even then have been cause 
enough to deem it probable that more had 
occurred than had been recorded, and that 
the term of his childhood was not the end 
of her union with him . But with the ad- 
ditional information regarding his maturer 
years afforded by the evangelists ; with the 
knowledge that he chose to be subject to 
her till he was thirty years of age ; that he 
allowed himself, as it were, to be con- 
strained by her intercession to work his 
first miracle ; that he drew her again to his 
side, and disposed events for her comfort, 
in the time of his agony ; and, finally, with 
the recollection that the last time she is 
named in Scripture it is in the august 
society of the eleven apostles; it is im- 
possible to think that her share in the 
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work that brought her Divine Son from 
heaven is at an end, or that such an 
extension of her influence, beyond what 
the necessity of the case, according to 
human foresight, seemed to require, could 
have any other consistent or legitimate 
termination than the conclusion of the vast 
undertaking, whose beginning once de- 
pended on her consent. 

The first evangelical prophecy, also, 
spoken by God to the deceiver of our race, 
points to the union of the woman and her 
seed in their hostility to the devil and his 
seed. The devil ana his seed are insepar- 
able enemies of the woman and her seed, 
who must, therefore, by parity of condition, 
be inseparable also. Even the variety of 
expression* “ She shall bruise,” or “ It 
' shall bruise thy head,” against which 
exception is often taken, illustrates the 
' identity of operation that unites the woman 
of prophecy and her Seed ; and hence it is 
' in reality indifferent whether one reading 
- or the other is adopted, for the woman 
triumphs in her Seed, and neither her 
seed nor his triumph could be without her 
co-operation. Till the' final destruction 
" of the deceiver and his seed, it is evident 
that the woman and her seed must co-exist 
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as the divinely appointed agents of that 
destruction. The first words of the pref, 
diction, at least, admit of no equivocal; 
interpretation. “ I will put enmities between, 
th£e and the woman, between thy seed and 
her seed.” .. While hostility is possible 
between sin and holiness, between God 
and the evil one, so long must Mary and 
her son co-operate in sustaining it, in 
pushing it to extremity, and, finally, in 
destroying its object. The only term of. 
her influence and united action is the term 
of which St Paul speaks when he says, 
“Afterwards the end, when Christ shall 
have delivered up the kingdom to God and 
the Father ; when he shall have brought 
to nought all rule and all authority and 
power, and the enemy death shall be 
destroyed.” — 1 Cor. xv. 24. 

Accordingly, the church of Christ has 
ever regarded Mary’s influence as power- 
fully affecting its own destiny. It does 
not assign, her a merely historical position 
in the system of Christianity ; or as if she 
had merited great honour only as the 
author of Christ’s being in time. Mary is 
regarded by the church as the centre of a 
living energy ; as exercising a protecting 
and fostering care over the representative 
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of her son. Her position of superinten- 
dence over its destinies is the divine 
appointment of him who chose her to 
control himself, during thirty years of his 
life ; it is the reward of her singular 
conformity to the will of his heavenly 
Father. The church of Christ, therefore, 
cannot believe that Mary’s patronage is 
more inconsistent with the supreme 
majesty of God, than was the subjection 
of that very God to her, while he obeyed 
her as her Son. God willed it to be so, 
then ; as he wills it, now, that Mary should 
co-operate with him in the care of his 
church. It could not be, unless he willed 
it ; hut if it is his will that it should be so, 
who can safely call it in question, or 
suggest an arrangement more in harmony 
with his revealed word, or a safer one for 
his sovereign honour? They are most 
careful of that, who acquiesce in what he 
appoints, without doubt or question ; who 
make the revelation of his will, and, not 
their own power of sounding its mysteries, 
the measure of their unhesitating belief. 

But what need of Mary’s interposition 
now ? Does it not seem to disparage the 
power or the mercy of God? The need 
of it is neither less nor greater than at 
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first ; God so willed it, then, that the 
Incarnation should in a measure depend on 
her ; if he wills it still, that the full accom- 
plishment of all its results should, in part at 
least, depend on her, then her interposition 
is still needful. The disparagement to his 
mercy and power is not greater now, than 
it was then. Mary was created by his 
power, as the chief instrument of his 
mercy. All that her influence now accom- 
plishes, and will obtain till the end, is there- 
fore due, as its first cause, to his infinite 
and omnipotent goodness. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

MART SUFFERING. 



“ But she said to them, call, me not Noemi y that is beautiful, 
but call me Mara, that is bitter ; for the Almighty hath filled 
me with bitterness.” — Ruth. i. 20. 



In these bitter words, the grief of the 
Hebrew mother found utterance, on her 
return from her long exile, to the city of 
her youth. She had left it, years before, 
rich in the society of her husband and her 
sons. The compulsion of famine, under 
which she had abandoned it, had pressed 
lightly upon her, while they lived to com- 
pensate for every privation. Now she 
returned without them ; the solace of her 
trials had been taken from her by death ; 
the bones of her beloved kindred rested 
in the burying-place of strangers her 
youthful daughter-in-law, herself a widow, 
alone remained with her. Her neighbours. 
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of former years recognised her again, and 
called her by her old name, “ but she said 
to them call me not Noemi, that is beau- 
tiful ; but call me Mara, that is bitter ; for 
the Almighty hath filled me with bitterness.” 
The language of this childless widow is 
adopted by the church, to express the 
anguish of the most holy Virgin in her 
Seven Dolours, as they are called ; the 
principal events of her life, in which the 
cross of her Son pressed most heavily on 
Mary’s soul.- They are the following : — 
1. When the aged Simeon predicted that 
her soul should be pierced by the sword of 
grief. 2. When Mary fled in the night 
to save her Son from the cruel edict of 
Herod. 3. When she lost him for three 
days in Jerusalem ; a remarkable type of 
the three days of darkness and dereliction 
that preceded the Resurrection. 4. When 
she met him toiling under the weight of 
his cross, up the hill of Calvary . 5. Whole 
the awful hours of his last agony wore 
away, and she stood by his cross, and 
saw him expire. 6. When the lance of 
the Roman soldier violated his. sacred 
body in her sight. 7. When she saw his 
lifeless remains deposited in the tomb. 

It is in virtue of the sorrows of the 
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holy Virgin, that she bears the title of 
the Queen of Martyrs. For while she not 
only fulfilled every condition of martyrdom, 
she far surpassed the constancy of the 
most undaunted martyr. Her self-sacrifice 
exceeded that of every other, 1. in the 
length of her sufferings ; and 2. in their 
intensity. 

1. The trial of the martyrs, for the most 
part, was short; a few hours, or even 
minutes, secured for them the palm of 
victory. A sharp conflict with the wild 
beasts, or the keener torture of the gridiron, 
or the boiling caldron ; the rack, or, easiest 
of all, the sword, dismissed them to the 
joys of eternal life. But Mary’s sufferings 
of compassion lasted as long as the life of 
her child. From the moment when he 
shed the first drops of his blood, the eighth 
day after his birth, till the last were poured 
out at the foot of his cross, Mary’s was a 
daily wound, inflicted by the sword of 
prophecy, entering into her soul. Nor 
suppose that it pained not, because it was 
not a material sword. Heroic natures have 
often preferred to endure torture, rather 
than stand by, to see it inflicted on one 
whom they loved. It was a refinement of 
cruelty that condemned the brave mother 
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of seven heroes, whose story is related in the 
Maccabees (2 Mac. vii.), to see them tom 
to pieces before her own turn came ; and 
the sacred historian declares that she is 
“to be admired above measure, and worthy 
to be remembered by good men, who 
beheld her seven sons slain in the space 
of one day, and bore it with a good 
courage, for the hope that she had in God 

being filled with wisdom, and joining 

a man’s heart to a woman’s thought.” — 
lb. vii. 20 — 21. Sorrow of the same kind 
was Mary’s, arising from evil which she 
could not avert firom her Son. The years, 
as they passed, brought their own anguish; 
the persecution of the infant Jesus by 
Herod, his hasly flight into Egypt, the 
loss of her child at Jerusalem, his parting 
from her, when the time had come for his 
short ministry to begin. And, more 
terrible than all, the years, as they rolled 
on, brought nearer and more near the 
inevitable hour when she must give him 
up to death, who was the life of her life. 
The awful time was never absent from her 
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stage had been passed on the long .road of 
sorrow which must one day bring her to 
Calvary. The dawn of every new day 
awakened her to the consciousness of her 
impending trial ; the cherished sight of 
her beloved child spoke to her of the: 
future that lay before them bath. Yet, 
with calm deliberation, she awaited the 
event ; she went about her household 
business, she made her journeys of necessity, 
or devotion, bearing in her heart the sword 
of prolonged martyrdom, in silence and 
with acquiescent will. In the secrecy of 
her hours of prayer she nerved her soul 
for the event, drawing courage and the 
gift of endurance from him who had ac- 
cepted her early sacrifice. And when she 
pressed her infant God to her heart, and 
yearned over him as he slept, and antici- 

S ated his every wish, and looked into the 
epths of his Divine eye, 0 how the high 
resolve, the unflinching purpose of her soul 
grew and strengthened with the growing 
union of her heart and will with his. Thus 
if her martyrdom was long, so was her 
preparation long and complete ; the time 
of its consummation arrived and she was 
ready ; and the length of her trial crowned 
her the Queen of martyrs. 
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2. The intensity of her sufferings founds 
another claim of superiority over the 
martyrs, and this in two particulars; 1. 
because what they endured in body only, 
she suffered in her soul: “Yea, a sword 
shall pierce thine own soul also and 2. 
because she gave up, not her life only, in 
the complete sacrifice of her will to God’s, 
but what she valued far more than life, 
the precious existence of her Divine Son. 
1. While the martyrs were tortured, in 
every way that the wicked ingenuity of 
their enemies could devise, their souls were 
inwardly refreshed by supernatural conso- 
lations ; so much so, that they often seemed 
unconscious of the torments that were 
inflicted upon them. As when the blessed 
Stephen “beheld the heavens opened, and 
Jesus sitting on the right of Goa;”- and as 
he gazed, his countenance appeared to his 
persecutors, “ as if it had been the face of 
an angel.” Or as the intrepid Lawrence, 
from his fiery bed of pain, could jest with 
his tormentors. But the intimate sympathy 
of suffering, Which united Mary to her 
son, embraced her whole being. Her 
interior anguish was no less sharp than the 
; weary toils which love imposed upon her 
body were heavy; than her journeys, hither 
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and thither, in the service of her Lord, 
were long and tedious. While she stood 
beside his Cross, she suffered no outward 
wound; but the drearier sorrow of her 
soul admitted no ray of comfort ; the dark 
cloud that enveloped the Redeemer for a 
time, hiding the sensible presence of his 
Father from his humanity, intercepted the 
light of heaven also from his suffering 
mother, oppressed her holy soul with a 
heavy weight of woe, far exceeding in 
painfalness the keenest bodily torments, 
that leave the vision of the martyr's palm 
clear and untroubled. 

Besides the pain of ordinary sympathy 
with the suffering of her beloved and only 
Son, Mary had, in addition, to bear the 
acute anguish which the sight of injustice 
and wrong inflicts on a holy and most 
sensitive soul. She daily witnessed her 
God rejected and dishonoured, in her 
Son, by his own nation, and by the gen- 
tiles; and lastly, given up to ignominy 
and death, with every circumstance of 
degradation that infuriated malice could 
devise. She well knew who and what 
he was whom the Jews and the Roman 
soldiers were making a spectacle of scorn ; 
she beheld the horrible impiety, with the 
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full consciousness of its enormity, and 
without the ability to prevent it. 

Again, 2. Mary gave up him whom 
she loved better than life. Hence her 
martyrdom cost her more, than the martyr’s 
sacrifice of life. When the sons of Jacob 
pleaded with Joseph for the release of 
their brother Benjamin, they urged the 
disastrous effect that his detention would 
produce on their aged father. “ If I shall 
go to thy servant, our father,” said Juda, 
who spoke for the rest,” and the boy be 
wanting, (whereas his life dependeth upon 
the life of him,) and he shall see that he 
is not with us, he will die, and thy servants 
shall bring down his gray hairs with 
sorrow to the grave.” Gen. xliv. 30. A 
faint image to us of the love which made 
Mary’s sacrifice of her Son more painful, 
and therefore more precious, more com- 
pletely exhausting all that she had to give, 
than the sacrifice of her own life would 
have been. Hence, in the intensity, as 
well as in the length of her sufferings, she 
is the Queen of martyrs. 

The Dolours of the Blessed Virgin are 
annually commemorated, the third Sunday 
in September. The Friday after Passion 
Sunday, indeed, is devoted to the same 
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purpose ; but then the great sacrifice of 
our Blessed Lord too exclusively claims 
for itself the admiration and penitential re- 
membrance of the church ; so that another 
day has been chosen for a more particular 
celebration of the share which his most 
holy Mother had in his Passion. Just as 
the anniversary of the institution of the 
Holy Eucharist is kept on Maunday 
Thursday, and again on the festival of 
Corpus Christ! ; because the gratitude and 
jubilation with which it fills the heart of 
the church imperfectly accords with the 
tribute of penance and mourning due to 
the yearly recollection of his death; be- 
cause it suits neither the grandeur of the 
one commemoration, nor the stem so- 
lemnity of the other, that they should occur 
together. 

Does it seem strange to the ears .of some, 
to hear of a festival of the Seven. Dolours, 
of the Five Wounds of Jesus, or of his 
Precious Blood ? It might with justice be 
deemed strange to celebrate them in a 
yearly festival, if regard were had only to 
the sorrowful circumstances of the passion 
itself; they might be made, as in Holy 
Week, the occasion of penitential, rather 
than of festal observance. But their 
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consequences have issued in deliverance 
so inestimably great, in glory so infinite, 
that what was once painful and ignominious 
assumes another form to our eyes; the 
squalid accidents of the prison and the 
tomb are invested with the blessed light of 
heaven. For a similar reason, the Cross 
itself, which to the imagination of an 
ancient Roman appeared a far more de- 
graded instrument of punishment than the 
gibbet is to ours, inasmuch as no free-born 
Roman could be subjected to its infliction, 
the Cross itself, is now a type of triumph ; 
it is multiplied in a hundred varying and 
beautiful forms, expressive of the sanc- 
tifying grace and life that have issued from 
its once infamous wood. Let it, therefore, 
no longer surprise any one that the church 
of Christ should bless God for the Seven 
Dolours of the holy Virgin ; that they 
should be honoured with a yearly festival. 
She wept and suffered ; and her children, 
at the remembrance of her sorrow, weep 
also ; but from her woes and their cause, 
namely, the vicarious sufferings of Jesus, 
came our redemption : they purchased the 
final extinction of sin, die fountain of 
unnumbered griefs : they procured the 
advent of the Comforter; they opened for 

K 
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mourners a passage to the place of rest 
and refreshment, where God wipeth away 
every tear from the eye. 

Nor is the church unmindful of the 
morning of joy that, in regard to Mary 
herself, succeeded to the night of weeping. 
While we commemorate her sorrows, we 
celebrate the sevenfold glory which irra- 
diates her royal head, as she is seated now, 
on the right hand of the Lamb. All 
heaven is jubilant in her praise ; redeemed 
earth cannot be silent; our feeble voices 
solicit from afar the unmerited privilege of 
mingling our voices with the triumphant 
hymn of seraphim and saint, ascribing 
glory to God who hath thus wonderfully 
brought good out of evil, and made his 
strength perfect in human weakness, by 
raising his holy handmaid to a dignity next 
his own ; by giving her “ a crown of beauty 
for ashes ; the oil of joy for mourning ; a 
garment of praise for the spirit of grief.” 
Isa. lxi. 3. 

It was sin that cost Mary all her sorrow; 
not her own, but ours. For our dis- 
obedience she painfully obeyed; for our 
wilful waywardness Jesus and Mary suffer- 
ed more than the pains of natural death. 
Who can continue in sin, in sight of all 
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this ? Who can follow his own sinful will, 
remembering what it has involved ? It is 
related of a young man, who had a great 
devotion to the Dolours of the holy 
Virgin, that he once had the misfortune to 
fall into mortal sin. He happened, soon 
after, to pass by an altar where he usually 
knelt to pray before a picture, representing 
the heart of Mary pierced with seven 
swords. To his surprise he perceived eight 
instead of seven ; and he immediately knew 
that his recent sin had added another 
wound to her blessed heart : he was 
touched with compunction, confessed his 
fault with many tears ; and by the inter- 
cession of Mary, was restored to divine 
grace. Alas ! for the many wounds that 
our sins have inflicted on the tender hearts 
of Jesus and Mary! But henceforth we 
resolve that no act of ours shall renew the 
anguish of the past ; we will rather bring 
the offerings of obedience and holy love to 
crown its merits. Thus, with penitent and 
humble hearts we will rejoice, O, Mary, in 
your dolours, for the great treasure of grace 
and glory which they have purchased for 
yourself and for us. 

Lastly, the remembrance of Mary’s 
sorrows consoles her children under their 
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own. Here were longer and keener than 
any that they have to bear ; and yet they 
had an end at last ; sorrow and mourning 
are fled away for ever from her glorified 
presence. We may also wait God’s time; 
as Mary resembled Jesus in suffering, we 
will implore the grace of imitating both ; 
and light and rest will be our portion at 
last. “For I reckon,” says St. Paul, “that 
the sufferings of this time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory to come that 
shall be revealed in us.” — Rom. viii. 18. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

MARY’S DECEASE AND ASSUMPTION. 



Who is this that cometh up from the desert, flowing with 
delights, leaning upon her beloved ?** — Cant. viii. 5. 



It is with much significance that the 
church celebrates the decease and Assump- 
tion of the Blessed Virgin, in the month 
of August ; the mature season of the year, 
when the fruits of long patience and culture 
are safe gathered in ; when the anxieties 
of the husbandman are crowned with 
success; when those who went forth in 
spring, weeping, and casting their precious 
seed, come back with joy, carrying their 
sheaves. It was a long and dreary spring 
time, when Mary was suffering and weeping 
with her son, laying him in a manger, and 
travelling with him over the snowy hills of 
Palestine, across the burning sands of 
Egypt ; agonising beside his Cross ; sitting 
solitary before his cold and desolate tomb. 



Digitized by Google 




134 



mary's decease 



Then the precious seed was falling into a 
soil divinely prepared to receive it, the seed 
of humility and patience, and fortitude, and 
every celestial grace. It ripened into promise, 
when the blessed Sun of Justice rose upon 
it with his Eastern radiance, and brought 
to perfection what had been watered by 
many tears, and the dews of divine influence. 
And now the calm and mellow autumn had 
come ; the fruit was matured and ready to 
be gathered ; heaven claimed its own, and 
Mary was about to leave the earth which 
she had blessed. The words of ancient 
prophecy had been accomplished ; the 
course of Providence fulfilled; Jesus had 
been conceived and born, and after thirty 
years’ retirement and subjection to Mary, had 
begun and ended his public ministry; and 
had paid with his life the price of the world’s 
redemption. He had risen from the grave, 
and had rewarded the singular faith of his 
Blessed Mother with the first sight of his 
glorified body ; he had gone up in triumph 
to the throne of his Eternal Father, leaving 
Mary, still, as a mother to his church ; as 
a dear memorial of her absent Son. She 
sat among the apostles as a queen, and yet 
lowly as the least ; in the upper room where 
they were assembled, we hear of “ Mary, 
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the mother of Jesus,” (Acts i. 14.) still 
bearing that name of glorious distinction. 
He even had again descended to her at 
Pentecost; enlarging her capacity of grace ; 
filling her with the Divine Spirit in addition 
to the fulness that had dwelt in her for 
nearly fifty years ; “ good measure and 
pressed down, and shaken together, and 
running over,” had her God given into her 
bosom. — -Luke vi. 38. 

What then remained to detain her, here 
below? Ever since the day when she 
kneeled on Mount Olivet to receive the 
parting benediction of her Son ; when she 
beheld him as he went up, till his lessening 
form was hidden from her sight by the 
cloud through which he passed ; ever since 
that day, the heart of Mary had been with 
her Son, sorrowing only for the bonds that 
still detained her in this land of exile. 
One thing alone could reconcile her to the 
delay ; it was his adorable will ; let it be 
done now as always, on earth and- in heaven. 
Yet the pain of absence and separation still 
afflicted her tender heart. James and 
Stephen, and other companions of their 
beloved Master’s earthly pilgrimage, had 
long ago rejoined him in his kingdom ; the 
sharp sword, or the stones of the brook had 
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dismissed them to his beatific presence. 
Why should she linger ; she, his mother ; 
who loved him as none other could, hut 
only his Eternal Father: she, who had 
been more intimately one with him than 
was possible to another created being ; she, 
who had sought him for three days, sorrow- 
ing, when she had lost him in the years of 
his mortality ? Months and years had 
passed away, and still the time of her reunion 
was deferred. She frequently sought him 
indeed, and doubtless found him in his 
Sacramental Presence, in devout commu- 
nion, but those moments of supreme bliss 
only inflamed her thirst for the sight of his 
unveiled Divinity. Yet at least there was 
comfort in the thought, that nothing less 
could satisfy her longing desire ; that the 
pleasures of time and sense were wearisome 
to her and empty ; such strong thirst was 
hers for the waters of the river of God. It 
was the last departing shadow of the cross 
that she had worn all her life long ; the 
last trial that was to fill up the measure of 
her heroic sacrifice. 

No less did he desire that her glory 
should be consummated. “Father! I will 
that those whom thou hast given me be 
with me, where I am, that they may behold 
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my glory.” — John xvii. 24. When Joseph 
became ruler over the land of Egypt, second 
only to Pharao, he sent for his aged 
father, the patriarch Jacob, saying to his 
brethren, “Make haste, and go ye up to 
my father, and say to him, Thus saith thy 
son Joseph : God hath made me lord of 
the whole land of Egypt ; come down to 
me, linger not, and thou shalt dwell in the 
land of Gossen, and thou shalt be near 

me You shall tell my father of all my 

glory, and all things that you have seen in 
Egypt ; make haste and bring him to me.” 
— Gen. xlv. 9 — 13. So Jesus, when he 
had received all power in heaven and on 
earth, and had sat down for ever on the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, willed that 
his Blessed Mother should be taken up 
without delay, to see his glory and power, 
and to “ be transformed into the same 
image from glory to glory.” — 2 Cor. iii. 18. 

At length he called, and her love made 
haste to be gone. The welcome message 
of the Canticles was whispered to her by 
angelic visitants : “Arise, my love, my 
beautiful one, and come.” — Cant. ii. 13. 
She put her house in order and prepared 
to go. What a scene was that on which 
the eye of our sun looked down, the day 
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that Mary took leave of' this world ; where 
she lay in her placid beauty, with the gentle, 
noiseless mimsterings of apostolic hands 
around her couch ! Angels must have 
stooped from high heaven, to admire the 
regenerating power of grace in our weak 
humanity. Nothing that usually imparts 
to death its bitterness was present there ; 
attachment to this world, a disturbed con- 
science, uncertainty of final salvation. Mary 
had loved only her Son and God, and he was 
gone before her ; the treasure of her heart 
had preceded her; yea, her very heart 
itself had gone up with him from the 
mountain of his ascension. She had never 
sullied the immaculate purity of her origin 
by even a thought of sin ; she could not 
doubt that her eternal salvation was already 
secured. 

Yet death must set his seal on that 
sinless body ; must close that eye which 
had first beheld the Word made flesh; 
must hush those lips whose word had once 
brought him from heaven to dwell among 
us ; must still the pulses of that heart that 
had once beat so near his own. She 
would be as her Son; he died, and so 
would she. But how differently! He, 
upon a bloody cross ; tom and worn ; in 
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agony of soul and body ; the companion of 
outcasts ; the scorn of an apostate nation ; 
horror was upon the face of nature ; his 
spirit passed amidst darkness and the con- 
vulsions of the world. She, upon her 
quiet couch ; untouched by pain ; full of 
peace and unnumbered joys ; with all 
heaven around her ; apostles and holy 
women beside her, offering her their rever- 
ence, and ministering as to a superior 
being. Such distinction must be between 
the Redeemer and his redeemed. His 
pain was the price of her peace ; his shame, 
of her honour ; from the sharpness of his 
passage flowed the sweetness of hers. And 
yet she had shared his sufferings ; his 
ignominy had fixed a sword in her maternal 
heart ; yea, seven wounds of that heart had 
earned for her the distinction of the Queen 
of martyrs. But now all that was past; 
the storm and the strife had long since 
given place to peace and calm expecta- 
tion. The retirement of domestic life had 
witnessed the maturity of her gentle, unob- 
trusive virtues ; as, in her early years, their 
opening promise. From its sweet privacy 
she passed away; no convulsions of nature 
proclaimed the event ; the rocks were not 
rent ; the sun was not eclipsed ; she tran- 
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quilly reposed, as an infant upon its 
mother’s bosom; the breath of evening, 
that faintly stirred the lightest leaves of 
the palm, wafted into her chamber the 
delicious odour of flowers and distant 
“gardens of spices the softest, roseate 
tints of autumn were shed upon her 
couch by the declining sun. A few parting 
words of kindness for the beloved disciple 
of Jesus, and her own adopted son ; a few 
precious promises, asked and given, that 
she would not forget the infant church of 
her Lord when she should see his face 
again ; one look of ecstatic love, as the 
opening heaven revealed that Form whose 
vision was her life ; and Mary’s spirit was 
no longer upon earth. By a gentle effort 
of her love it passed from her body ; 
expelled by no disease, leaving no trace 
of age, or pain, or natural decay, such as 
attend the passage of one who owes this 
debt to the justice of God. Her holy vir- 
ginal body remained fresh and young as 
when Gabriel first knelt before her.* 

* This opinion, for it is nothing more, like 
another and kindred one, of her exemption from 
the pains of childbirth, is a consequence of the 
belief in her immunity from original sin, and, 
therefore, from the conditions attached, as a penalty, 
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Doubtless there was weeping around her 
hier : a sight of such surpassing beauty at 
her decease, must have touched the hearts 
of her holy companions and opened the 
fountains of their eyes. But joy and 
thanksgiving were upon their lips ; the 
high praises of God upon their tongues. 
They laid her body in the tomb, with such 
ceremony as their poverty and the perils of 
the time allowed ; and, taking a last fare- 
well of their precious charge, they made all 
secure, and returned to their homes : to 

to sin. Moreover, as the older writers express them- 
selves, “ She bare without sorrow, because she had 
conceived without sin.” If Mary, as the mother of 
the new and regenerated creation, was placed, by 
the grace of God, in a state similar to that of the 
first woman before her fall, as we have seen good 
reason for thinking highly probable, then sickness, 
and pain, and age, were likely to be strangers to 
her nature. But Jesus, though sinless, was subject 
to the conditions of fallen humanity, in all but sin ; 
why not Mary also ? The cases are not parallel. 
He had taken upon him the iniquity of all ; by his 
bruises we are healed. Not so of Mary ; she could 
not atone for sin ; her Son alone could do that. 
And the sword of prophecy was to pierce her soul, 
thus sufficiently uniting and identifying her in the 
sacrifice of her Son, without also making her bodily 
sufferings necessary. Such is the foundation for 
the opinion. 
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their own interests and trials. Three days 
afterwards, a disciple from a distant part of 
the church arrived, and hearing that the 
holy Mother of the Lord had just departed, 
he earnestly besought the rest to indulge 
him with one last look of her countenance. 
It was granted to his faithful importunity ; 
and a company of apostles and disciples 
repaired to her tomb, to gratify the wish of 
their devout brother. They opened it, and 
lo ! it was empty : fresh flowers of exqui- 
site colour and fragance lay strewed within 
it ; but its beloved inhabitant was no 
longer there. Strains of celestial harmony 
floated over head ; and no doubt remained 
that the pure immaculate body of Mary 
had been reunited to her soul, and that 
both had been assumed into the glory of 
the heavenly Jerusalem. O Mary ! “ thou 
hast found grace with God,” not the grace 
only of sanctification, disposing thee to 
good, nor only the grace to conceive thy 
God, confirming thee in good; hut the 
crowning grace of eternal and perfect 
union with the highest uncreated good J 
Is there a Christian heart that does not 
feel it to he necessary that Mary should 
escape the corruption of the grave ? Or, 
rather, is it possible to imagine that her 
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body, of whose substance Christ was made 
man, could ever have been permitted to 
see corruption. The honour of that Divine 
Person who called her his Mother, and was 
in very deed her Son, flesh of her flesh, 
and Man of her substance, demanded such 
an exemption : so also did the dignity of 
the Holy Spirit, who had resided within 
her in a miraculous manner, in the con- 
ception of the Son of God. If she was, 
indeed, immaculate in her very conception, 
and had never been tainted even with 
original sin, as there is convincing reason 
for believing, some modification of the 
general law of death in her favour becomes, 
in the highest degree, certain. Unless the 
fairest and most beautiful work of the 
Almighty hand was to remain imperfect, it 
must be that Mary lived again, before the 
dissolution of the tomb could affect her 
holy body. The uniformity and harmony 
of the Divine works, the suitableness and 
adaptation of their end to their beginning, 
all emphatically called for it. It is, there- 
fore idle to inquire how long it was before 
a festival was kept by the church in honour 
of it ; or, how long before any Christian 
writer mentioned it. It must have been 
accepted from the beginning as a simple 
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and necessary consequence, and effect of 
the Incarnation ; and, therefore, recom- 
mending itself to the loving instinct of all 
who professed to believe that great mystery. 
Neither is the institution of the festival 
wanting in antiquity. The Eastern church 
has observed it for 1 400 years ; the W estem, 
certainly, for more than 1000. We will 
walk in the footsteps of our fathers, who 
unhesitatingly believed that Mary must be 
in heaven, soul and body, if there is any 
truth in the Conception and Birth of 
Christ. The circumstances of her As- 
sumption have not, indeed, been so accu- 
rately defined as to be binding on the 
acceptance of the intelligence, under pain 
of sin ; but, on the other hand, it cannot 
be supposed that the whole church could 
have been allowed to fall into the practical 
error of annually rejoicing in the memory 
of an event which never happened ; to be 
deluded into the belief that the body of 
Mary is with her Son in heaven, if its dust 
is still reposing near the holy sepulchre. 

The very name, also, of the event 
accurately expresses the distinction between 
the act of the Creator, and the corres- 
ponding honour conferred on the first of 
creatures. We keep the festival of Christ’s 
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Ascension ; of Mary’s Assumption. He 
ascended ; she was assumed, or taken up : 
he, by his own inherent and Divine 
omnipotence ; unaided ; sustained by no 
power but his own ; she, leaning on her 
beloved ; borne upwards through the air 
upon the wings of angels ; supported by 
omnipotent love. 

Three times before had Mary been 
separated from her Son ; and three times 
she had met him in a memorable way. 
The first time was when she lost him for 
three days, and found him in the temple 
asking questions of the doctors. The 
second, was when she met him on his way 
to Calvary, carrying his cross, bowed to 
the earth with the weight of a world’s sin. 
She met him again and far differently, the 
morning that he rose ; she was the first to 
see him in the body of his glory. Once 
more, and for the fourth time, she' parted 
from him on Mount Olivet ; and she met 
him once more, face to face, the day of her 
Assumption. The eternal gates of heaven 
rolled back; the King’s mother entered 
and was conducted to the steps of his royal 
throne. Upon it sat her Son, he whom 
she had borne, and nursed, and watched, 
and wept over, and adored for thirty years 

L 
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He is the same ; and yet, O, how changed! 
Then he was feeble, and often weary, and 
depressed, and a sufferer ; now, he is all- 
glorious, and immortal ; suffering cannot 
touch him any more ; heaven’s splendour 
surrounds him ; the unapproachable light 
which no mortal eye can look upon and 
live. She, too, is changed, according to 
the measure of her capacity. Mother and 
Son are together again : they behold each 
other ; they know each other ; the love 
that united them long ago in that poor 
cottage at Nazareth ; the love that made 
her so bold, and him so condescending at 
Cana ; the love that made their martyrdom 
on Calvary one ; that love is not extin- 
guished within them ; it is not diminished ; 
it burns with stronger and intenser force. 
It is the love of God for his human Mother ; 
the love of the highest creature for her 
God, added to her love for the very Son 
whom she bore. 

“ And the king arose to meet her ; and 
bowed to her, and sat down upon his 
throne, and a throne was set for the king’s 
mother, and she sat on his right hand.” 
And upon her brow he placed the crown 
of universal dominion; and the countless 
multitudes of the heavenly hosts saluted 
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her as the Queen of heaven and earth. 
Blessed consummation of all her sufferings, 
of her sorrows ; of her immoveable con- 
stancy; the crown of her great humility. 
The new creation hath excelled the first in 
glory and honour; human nature hath 
attained a higher seat than the angels, in 
the person of Maiy ; in the Divine Person 
of Jesus their prostrate ranks fall down 
before it, and adore and worship the In- 
carnate God. For ever united, never 
again to be separated, Christ and his 
Blessed Mother are also inseparable in the 
love and the homage of every faithful heart; 
their names are pronounced together ; their 
united image cannot be divided. And 
every year the whole church, in heaven 
and on earth, celebrates the glad event that 
proclaimed their eternal union, with jubila- 
tion that never grows weary, with gratitude 
that knows no limit, with confidence in 
their protecting love, that becomes stronger 
and more boundless, as ages multiply 
assurances that it is well and securely 
placed. 

Human weakness shrinks from the view 
of death ; the immortal spirit within each 
of us revolts from the idea of leaving its 
familiar dwelling-place to darkness and the 
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worm, and going forth, it knows not 
whither, solitary and unsheltered. Con- 
science further whispers of a judgment to 
come ; of strict examination and retribu- 
tion at the tribunal of an all-knowing and 
all-just Judge. The awful trial can happen 
but once ; if it fails, there is no room for 
a second and more successful issue. But r 
unwelcome as is the thought of it, come it 
must to all ; to some, perhaps, by an 
accident, when the life will be pressed and 
wrung out of them in a moment, or after 
a few hours of sharp agony ; or the life of 
others will be worn away by weeks and 
months of weary pain and unceasing weak- 
ness j the world will be dead to them long 
before they leave it, for its bustle and its 
joys are intolerable in the sick man’s 
chamber. What stay, what support, shall 

E oor human nature cling to, in that last 
our, when life’s cares and hopes shall 
seem like a fitful feverish dream ; when 
Eternity alone shall remain, grown vaster 
by nearness, the one reality swallowing up 
every other object of thought? There is 
one, not divine, like Jesus, but all human, 
like ourselves, who has passed through this 
last trial, who knows what it is for a soul 
and body to part, who has closed her eyes 
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on time, to open them on the sights of 
another world. Ever since that day it has 
been her blessed prerogative to watch over 
the departure of the obedient children of 
her Son ; to support their weary heads, to 
point their failing sight to the cross of him 
who won the victory over death, to drive 
away the enemy of their peace and salva- 
tion, and to receive and intercede for their 
departing spirits. 

And while Mary takes away the fear of 
death, she kindles and stimulates the hope 
of immortality and of the endless enjoy- 
ment of God. The thought that our poor 
human nature has been advanced, in her 
person, to the highest dignity in heaven, 
next to the supreme majesty of God, is of 
itself sufficient to elevate our hope and to 
direct our aims towards what is above, 
where Christ sittelh at the right hand of 
God. Her resurrection and assumption 
are the forerunners of our own, as her 
death was the same which we must 
inevitably die. 

Let the humble children of Mary, then, 
cast aside every unworthy and grovelling 
desire; remembering the exalted destiny 
in store for them ; remembering that they 
possess a common nature with her who is 
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raised to the very throne of God, their 
hopes ought to aspire to a height propor- 
tionate to such a relation. What is there 
in this world to attach them to it, when 
Jesus and Mary are no longer in it ? He 
indeed dwells among them in his most 
holy Sacrament, but in heaven alone he 
reveals his unclouded beauty. Let them 
thirst after that country, their true home ; 
let them send before them holy desires, 
ardent affections, the aspirations of hearts 
mortified to the delights of a vanishing 
world. This was the secret of Mary’s 
death of peace ; she died that she might 
live, for she had long before ceased to live 
for this world. Her dying was easy be- 
cause her life was holy ; because her strong 
faith and love lifted her far above the 
influence of human fear. Let her spiritual 
children, in their measure, live like her ; 
and, in the same degree, they may hope to 
imitate her in their dying. Whether its 
hour shall arrive soon or late, whether its 
approach shall be sudden or prolonged, 
she will stand by them and see them safely 
through, as she assisted at the last passage 
of millions before them. If their hfe is to 
be wrenched from them, she will obtain for 
them grace to be always ready for the 
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sudden advent of their Lord; her inter- 
cession will supply what they may have 
the misfortune to miss, in the assistance of 
the last Sacraments. Or if the bed of pain 
and the slow ebbing of life’s tide are to be 
their protracted trial, she will refresh their 
weakness with many heavenly consolations, 
she will teach them to bear pain with 
the martyrs’ constancy ; their sleepless 
nights and hours of watching will be 
beguiled by sensible communion with the 
blessed, who enjoy an endless day without 
night, above. While alternate hope and 
fear distract their friends around them, 
they shall possess their souls in unruffled 
peace ; the holy Sacraments will give them 
aid far beyond the physician’s skill, per- 
fecting strength in weakness, renewing in 
age the ardour of youth, filling the chamber 
of their suffering with the air of heaven. 
And when the moment comes for the spirit 
to pass to its final reckoning, she will an- 
ticipate its judgment and plead for mercy ; 
and after its purification is accomplished, 
she will welcome it to the home of ever- 
lasting peace. 

A day also is coming when the bodies 
of her children shall revive from the dust, 
by a more marvellous act of omnipotence 
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than even that which transported hers to 
heaven without corruption ; when they 
shall see Jesus and Mary, face to face, with 
these very eyes of theirs, and shall be 
transformed as they behold. Such has 
been the happy history and the blessed 
hope of millions of the redeemed ; such is 
the destiny of all who are faithful to the 
grace of God. Pray we our Lord now, 
through the intercession of his ever Blessed 
Mother, that not one of us, nor any of our 
friends or relations, may be without her 
aid at the last; that in the company of 
those whom she conducts to glory not one 
of us may be wanting. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

MABY’S BEWABR. 



** Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered 
into the heart of man, what things God hath prepared for 
them that love him.”— 1 Cor. ii. 0. 



Any one who has impartially followed the 
course of this argument to the point at 
which it has now arrived, must be satisfied 
that Mary was called by God to the greatest 
and most important mission ever entrusted 
to a created being; and that her endow- 
ments, privileges, and prerogatives corres- 
ponded to the dignity of that vocation. 
Nothing was omitted to prepare her for it ; 
to furnish her for its worthy discharge ; to 
make her being perfect as her destination 
was high. There is a symmetry in the 
whole of her history, and of her character ; 
a unity of design that clearly points to the 
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Giver of every good and perfect gift. If 
the history of the church is the record of 
her triumphs, the language of prophecy 
foretold them ; if she has been highly ex- 
alted, she was the handmaid of the Lord, 
humble, obedient, faithful ; ever united in 
charity to God, and her neighbour. She 
is a Queen ; but it is of a kingdom where 
suffering is the law, and the martyr’s forti- 
tude its fulfilment ; where the heaviest cross 
wins the brightest crown. 

All testimonies concur in affirming the 
existence of this harmony in the history of 
the Blessed Virgin, till the time when she 
was removed from the sight of men ; till 
she was taken up to her reward. Is it an 
error to maintain the antecedent probability 
that it should continue to be found in the 
order of providence in her regard, after she 
was admitted to the vision of God, and 
began to receive that reward ? Long after 
the waters of a great river have passed out 
of sight, its course along the distant plain 
can still be traced by the clouds that gather 
over it; so there are indications enough 
left to assist the eye of faith in following 
the progress of Mary towards that perfect 
union with her God which is her reward ; 
signs which reflect its glory, and enable us 
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to measure it. Among them are the fol- 
lowing : 

“ He that shall overcome,” says Christ, 
“ I will make a pillar in the temple of my 
God ; and he shall go out no more ; and I 
will write upon him the name of my God, 

and my new name.” — Apoc. iii. 12. 

And, again, ib. iii. 21. “ To him that shall 

overcome, I will give to sit with me on my 
throne, as I also overcame, and am set down 
with my father upon his throne.” To every 
faithful soul that perseveres in grace to the 
end is promised the reward of being at once 
the ornament and the support of the 
heavenly Jerusalem ; of being “ a pillar in 
the temple of my God j” of bearing upon 
him the character of God and of his Son. 
Nay, further, a place is reserved for him on 
the throne of the Lamb j a share, therefore, 
in the homage paid to him ; in his power 
and 'dominion. When Pharao promoted 
Joseph to the government of Egypt, he 
said to him, “ Thou shalt be over my 
house ; and at the commandment of thy 
mouth all die people shall obey ; only in 
the kingly throne will I be above thee.” 
— Gen. xli. 40. The King of kings bestows 
more on his servant: He makes him sit 
with him on his kingly throne. Again, 
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when Bathseba, the mother of Solomon, 
came into his presence to speak to him, 
“ the king arose to meet her, and bowed to 
her, and sat down upon his throne ; and a 
throne was set for the king’s mother, and 
she sat on his right hand.” — 3 Kings ii. 19. 
The honour paid to the mother of an 
earthly sovereign is inferior to that which 
is prepared for the victor in the heavenly 
court. There he will be seated beside the 
Sovereign Majesty ; he will share the same 
throne ; such is the grace and infinite 
condescenson of our God. 

This is only another way of expressing 
the intimate union with himself, which is 
elsewhere compared to the sympathy 
between the members of the body and the 
head, that is himself: “We are members 
of his body,” says St. Paul, “ of hi6 flesh, 
and of his bones.” — Eph. v. 30. And, 
again, “If one member suffer any thing, 
all the members suffer with it ; or if one 
member glory, all the members rejoice 
with it. Now you are the members of 
Christy and member of member.” — 1 Cor. 
xii. 20, 27. Where the head is, there the 
members must also he ; his glory is theirs j 
his lofty seal, his pre-eminence, his power, 
are theirs also. 
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Another and more transcendent idea of 
this intimate union is afforded by our 
Blessed Lord himself, when he prayed that 
it might resemble the unity of being that 
subsists among (he persons of the most 
Holy Trinity. “ I in them, and thou 
in me ; that they may be made perfect in 
one that they all may be one, as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee: 
that they also may be one in us.” — John 
xvii. 21—23. 

Whatever honour, therefore, the head 
receives, the members of his body also 
receive, in their measure, as an integral 
part of him, as one with him and for ever 
indivisible from him. Are his enemies made 
his footstool? He hath promised the same 
victory to them ; as when he bade the 
beloved apostle to write to the angel, or 
bishop, of the church of Philadelphia : 
“ Because thou hast a little strength, and 
hast kept my word, and hast not denied 
my name, behold I will bring of the syna- 
gogue of Satan, who say they are Jews 
and are not, but do lie, behold I will make 
them to come and adore before thy feet, 
and they shall know that I have loved 
thee.” — Apoc. iii. 8, 9 . Does he rule over 
the destinies of the world? So do his 
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members. “ The saints shall rejoice in 
glory ; they shall be joyful in their beds ; 
the high praises of God shall be in their 
mouth ; and a two-edged sword in their 
hands, to execute vengeance upon the 
nations, chastisements among the people ; 
to bind their kings with fetters, their nobles 
with manacles of iron ; to execute upon 
them the judgment that is written ; this 
glory is to all his saints.” — Psalm cxlix. 
5— end. No less explicit is the language 
of the Apocalypse. “ He that shall over- 
come, and keep my words to the end, I 
will give him power over the nations, and 
he shall rule them with a rod of iron, and 
as the vessel of a potter they shall be 
broken ; as I also nave received of my 
Father.” — Apoc. ii. 26, 27. Does Christ 
make continual intercession? His saints 
intercede also. “ If you abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, you shall ask 
what you will, and it shall be done unto 
you.” — John xv. 7. And, “In that day 
you shall not ask me anything. Amen, 
amen, I say to you, if you ask the Father 
anything in my name, he will give it you. 
Hitherto you have not asked anything 
in my name. Ask and you shall receive, 
that your joy . may be full In that day 
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you shall ask in my name, and I say not 
that I will pray the Father himself for 
you, for the Father himself loveth you, 
because you have loved me, and have 
believed that I came out from God.” — 
John xvi. 23, 24, 26. Further, this privi- 
lege of intercession is part of the reward 
promised to the faithful disciple. Our 
Saviour plainly teaches us thus much when 
he says, “ You have not chosen me, but I 
have chosen you, and appointed you, that 
you should go and should bring forth 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain ; 
that whatsoever you shall ask the Father 
in my name he may give it you.” — John 
xv. 16. And as it had been promised, 
the exile of Patmos, in the vision of the 
Apocalypse, saw it fhlfilled. He beheld, 
in the celestial temple, an altar of gold, 
at which an angel stood and offered the 
prayers of the saints, in a golden censer j 
“and the smoke of the incense of the 
prayers of the saints ascended up before 
God from the hand of the angel.” — Apoc. 
viii. 3, 4. In a word, if to reign is the 
privilege of a king, and to make inter- 
cession the office of a priest, both are 
included in the prerogatives of the saints 
made perfect, for they have been made. 
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by the blood of the Lamb, kings and 
priests unto God. — Apoc. i. 6. 

These are simple and primary truths, 
lying on the very surface of revelation j 
and yet, from their very familiarity, too 
much overlooked by many who profess an 
exclusive reverence for the written Word of 
God. If there is* one thing more clearly 
and positively revealed than another, it is 
that the saints are reigning with Christ: 
Apoc. xxii. 5 ; that they shall judge the 
world, 1 Cor. vi. 2 ; that they pray ever- 
more for the consummation of Christ’s 
kingdom, for the perfect accomplishment 
of his will on earth, as it is fulfilled in 
heaven. These are some of the indications 
of Mary’s glory ; how much do they 
indicate ? A very great deal, and in this 
way : If a union so intimate and perfect has 
been established between God and his 
saints, some of whom were once aliens 
from his covenant, without hope and 
without God in the world, Eph. ii. 12 ; if 
those who were once dead in sins, and afar 
off from him, have been brought so near 
him by the blood of Christ, *6. ii. 13 ; how 
much closer and more intimate must be the 
union of God with Mary who was never 
separated from him ; who, even on earth. 
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was created and lived for him alone ; from 
whom he took his own human nature ; a 
part of whose flesh and blood he assumed 
into his own divinity. The saints began 
in death and alienation ; they have ended 
in blessed immortality, and inseparable 
union with the source of good. Mary 
began in union more perfect than any 
other creature is capable of, for the Son 
of God could have but one mother : what 
has she ended in ? If a seat on his throne 
is promised to the saint that conquers in 
his strength, shall not some more eminent 
dignity be prepared for her who fought 
and triumphed by his side, who watched 
by his cradle and by his ruder cross, and 
endured her martyrdom then, the piercing 
sword that went through her soul? If 
the saints are to execute vengeance on the 
nations, what sway shall she not have over 
their destinies who is the mother of the 
holy seed, the solitary foe and conqueror 
of die devil? 

Again, the aposdes did not enter on 
their office of intercession till the coming 
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost ; after that, 
whatever they should ask the Father in 
Christ’s name, they were certainly to re- 
ceive. Mary -began her office at Cana; 

M 
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its commencement was inaugurated by 
Christ’s first miracle. It is true that his 
answer, in words at least, seemed at first 
unfavourable. But only observe how every 
circumstance of that event strengthens the 
Catholic position in regard to it. Mary’s 
faith in her Son’s power, and in his willing- 
ness to exercise his power, never wavered, 
even when he seemed to make a difficulty. 
Whether his words had a meaning wholly 
different from that ordinarily attached to 
them now, or whether she, whose heart 
was as his own, read acquiescence in the 
tone of his voice, or in a glance of his 
eye, her only answer was addressed to the 
servants : “ Whatever he shall say to you, 
do it;” evidently proving that she never 
for an instant doubted the favourable issue 
of her request. While he spoke, and long 
before, he had determined to connect his 
first miracle with his Blessed Mother’s in- 
tercession, for with him there is “ no 
change, nor shadow of alteration.” James 
i. 17. Upon which this argument may 
be founded: If what appeared to be am 
unseasonable and premature exercise of 
Mary’s influence resulted in a miracle, and 
the first of his miracles; and if he predicted 
the coming of am hour when the exercise 
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of her influence should no longer be pre- 
mature or unseasonable, as his words 
clearly implied; what prodigies must not 
her intercession now effect ? The Divine 
operations are ever advancing from small 
to great, from great to greater. That 
which began in a miracle, cannot end in 
less. Add to this, the change that has 
passed upon Mary and her Divine Son 
since then. The Mother hath been seated, 
according to his promise, on the throne 
of her Son, as he hath sat down with his 
Father upon his throne. If she could thus 
prevail with God in her lowliness, what 
can she not obtain now, in her exalted 
state P 

Still further, if this event is connected 
with another, equally remarkable, namely, 
the visit of the Blessed Virgin to the house 
of her cousin Elizabeth, another indication 
of Mary’s glory comes out very strongly. 
As soon as “Elizabeth heard the salutation 
of Mary,” the infant leaped in her womb, 
and Elizabeth “was filled with the Holy 
Ghost.” — Luke i. 41. Mary had then 
conceived the Holy One ; her immaculate 
womb then embraced him who is all grace; 
she was, therefore, at that moment, the 
treasure-house of grace. And through 
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her it flowed, in a plentiful stream, on all 
who came near her ; the very sound of her 
voice communicated it Hence has arisen 
a widely-spread opinion that she became, 
from that time, the great channel of grace 
to the church, sending along its blessed 
tide, from the source and fountain-head, 
which is God, to refresh and fructify the 
garden of the Lord. As sin came into 
die world through Eve, grace came through 
Mary, with Jesus Christ, who was bom of 
her, and ever remains her Son. Sin would 
not have been, unless Eve had listened to 
the serpent, and assisted his wicked purpose 
by her wilful co-operation ; in like manner, 
unless Mary had listened favourably to the 
angel, and thus co-operated with God in 
the Incarnation, Christ would not have 
been bom of her, the fountain of grace 
would have remained sealed. He that 
gave his Son to the world, through the 
agency of Mary, hath with him given all 
things to the world through her. 

Further still, if we reflect on the doloure 
of Mary while on earth ; if we attempt to 
measure the expenditure of suffering, of 
tears, of anxious, trembling anticipations, 
that became the portion of Mary when 
she consented to be the Mother of the 
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Redeemer; if we try to estimate the cost 
of her long sacrifice, the agony of her 
protracted martyrdom; we shall perceive 
a certain necessity that her present and 
final glory should be as transcendent as 
her suffering was unparalleled. She had 
many solaces, doubtless, while her trial 
lasted; to be with Jesus must have cheered 
many a weary hour, must have soothed 
many sharp sorrows. Nothing less could 
have supported life under the protracted 
burden of the cross. But justice requires 
something more ; it claims that her reward 
should be in proportion to the cost of her 
suffering; as when the holy prophet ex- 
claims, “We are filled with thy mercy; 
we have rejoiced and are delighted all our 
days ; we have rejoiced for the days in 
which thou hast humbled us, for the years 
in which we have seen evil.” — Psalm 
lxxxix. 14, 15. The perfection of Mary’s 
love made her the more exquisitely sensible 
of the painful sympathy of love. She is 
the Queen of martyrs, because she suffered 
more than they ; she reigns in heaven 
above all but Ged, because, next to him, 
she expended more upon his supreme 
work of redemption. 

Thus far, reason and revelation assist in 
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measuring the height of her glory, but 
only thus far. There is a point, far short 
of the summit, at which human sight fails, 
beyond which its keenest glance cannot 

E enetrate. “ Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
eard, neither hath it entered into the 
heart of man, what God hath prepared 
for them that love him.” — 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
This is true in regard to the saints, and in 
a supreme degree in regard to the Mother 
of the Lord. The gifts of God never fall 
short of what has been given to him, his 
rewards always exceed the merits of his 
creatures. All that they can give him, 
indeed, they must first have received from 
his hand ; yet, such is his goodness in 
their regard, that he condescends to accept 
and reward, as their own, what they accom- 
plish with the assistance of his grace ; he 
crowns their merits, though they are his 
own gifts. All, therefore, that the most 
conclusive reasoning can establish, and 
the most fervent devotion imagine or 
require, is nothing when compared with 
what Mary’s Almighty Son and God hath 
done to requite her love and obedience. 
He owes her his own existence in time; 
she gave him to the world when she 
consented to become his mother ; she gave 
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him back to his Eternal Father for its 
redemption. It is no ordinary recompense 
that can extinguish the debt of Jesus twice 
given ; faith is, therefore, firmly assured 
that the greatness of Mary’s glory must 
immeasurably surpass the highest reach of 
human intelligence, if it is to recompense 
her long, and painful, and precious service 
in a manner worthy of God. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

MARY IN RELATION TO THE CHURCH OF GOD. 



** Amen, Amen, I say to you, lie thatbelieveth in me, the works 
that I do, he shall do also ; and greater works than these 
shall he do, because I go to my Father.” — John xiv. 12. 



If Mary reigns in heaven, she reigns also 
on earth. She did so in her humble cot- 
tage at Nazareth, while the Lord of heaven 
and earth was subject to her sweet domestic 
rule. She is more than a Queen whom the 
King obeys. She reigneth still, as she 
reigned then, by willing only what he wills, 
and by his granting all that she wills. In 
the beginning of Christianity, the infant 
church reposed under her protection; no 
one thought of questioning her dignity and 
authority. Hence in the Sacred Writings, 
which are later than her Assumption, no 
occasion offered for so much as an allusion 
to her, further than as she was necessarily 
included in the visions of the new Jerusalem, 
and of the beatitude of the saints. “ And 
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a great sign appeared in heaven,” says St. 
John, “A woman clothed with the sun, and 
the moon under her feet ; and on her head 
a crown of twelve stars;” (Apoc. xii. 1.) 
words which mystically express the pre- 
eminent glory of Mary in heaven. 

With this exception, however, Scripture 
is silent regarding her, and for a sufficient 
reason. The epistles of St. Paul and 
others, which with the four gospels, the 
Acts of the Apostles, and the Apocalypse 
make up the canon of the New Testament, 
do not pretend to be a formal exposition of 
universal theology, any more than the 
Gospels, and the Acts profess to contain 
the whole history of Christ and his apostles. 
We might as well say that Mary and John 
never died, because their death is nowhere 
mentioned in Scripture, as deny that the 
early Christians highly honoured her, merely 
because the epistles do not say so. The 
epistles were written for various purposes ; 
either they were designed to build up the 
foundations of religion against the attacks 
of Jews and infidels, or they were directed 
against false teachers within the church ; 
or against relaxations in discipline, and the 
like. Sometimes their scope was merely 
private ; as in that of St. Paul to Philemon, 
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or of St. John to the lady Electa, and to 
Gaius. It was not to he expected, in the 
nature of things, that the whole belief and 
practice of the primitive church should be 
found explicitly set forth in writing. Its 
life was too active, too much exposed, to 
admit of it. Christ spent forty days in 
instructing it in the mysteries of the king- 
dom of God ; and yet a mere fragment of 
his discourses remains in writing. We 
know much more about what he said and 
did immediately before his Passion. 

If, therefore, good proof can be brought 
from other sources in support of the fact 
that the first Christians made much of the 
mother of Jesus, and trusted to her prayeis, 
any objection that has no better foundation 
than the silence of Scripture on the subject, 
is unreasonable and easily refuted. No 
well instructed person doubts, for instance, 
that the first Christians prayed to the Holy 
Spirit ; yet the fact is nowhere recorded in 
Scripture. It is capable of being otherwise 
proved, and so is the honour which they 
paid to Mary. 

Further, we happen to know very cer- 
tainly that the early Christians carefully 
abstained from committing to writing, the 
forms of prayer that were used in their 
public assemblies. They guarded the very 
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sight of their solemn rites from the gaze of 
intruders, even from their catechumens, 
in obedience to the Lord’s injunction that 
what is holy should not be exposed to 
irreverent criticism. (Matt. vii. 6.) For 
more than two centuries, the Discipline of 
the Secret, as it is called, remained in force ; 
the liturgical prayers existed only in the 
memory of the clergy who used them, and 
who passed them on, orally, to their 
successors. 

In progress of time, however, as the 
necessity for this extreme rigour ceased, 
those liturgies were put in writing; and 
thus are a lasting monument of the 
devotional practices of apostolic times. In 
the very oldest of them, there is a com- 
memoration, distinctly made, of “Mary, 
the Mother of God,” together with a request 
that the worshippers might find “pity, 
mercy, and acceptance, through her pure 
and holy prayers.” It is not credible that 
such a practice should have crept in, and 
found its way, silently, throughout the 
whole church, unless it had been as old as 
herself, and had existed from the begin- 
ning; some opposition would certainly have 
marked its first appearance and its progress. 

But the truth is, that the opposition on 
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record in the annals of the church tells 
quite the other way. It was not made 
against innovations that tended to the 
greater honour of Mary, but against novelties 
that aimed at lessening that honour, against 
those who attempted to change the imme- 
morial practice and doctrine of the church 
in regard to her. Before St. John had 
been dead much more than two centuries, 
a sect arose who unblushingly called them- 
selves the “Enemies of Mary.” They 
denied her perpetual virginity, and, more- 
over, her Son’s divinity. They gave rise 
to a small sect, called Collyridians, who 
paid a kind of divine honour to Mary, 
but who were immediately condemned, and 
soon died away. A little later in the same 
century another enemy of Mary appeared 
at Rome, Helvidius, an Arian priest, who 
taught that Christ was only a creature of 
God. 

By and by, Anastasius, a young priest, 
was preaching in a church in Constanti- 
nople, and, in the course of his sermon, he 
declared that Mary was improperly called 
the Mother of God, though the very letter 
of Scripture was against him. Murmurs 
and frantic clamours rose from the people 
who heard him announce this daring 
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opinion, and there was danger of a com- 
motion in the city about it. The matter 
was referred to Nestorius, the patriarch, 
who happened to be infected with the 
same error as his priest, and not only 
decided in his favour, but publicly repeated 
and defended his opinion. Did his error 
regard Mary alone ? Far from it. It 
touched the very Person of her Son. It 
taught that Christ is not one, but two 
persons ; overturning the doctrine that, 
while his divine and human natures are 
distinct, his Person is one and divine. And 
the more conclusively and intelligibly to 
enunciate their false opinion, its advocates 
taught that, since Mary was the mother 
only of his humanity, she was- not the 
Mother of God.* 

A twofold conclusion results from these 
facts, namely, that as the innovations against 
which the church has had to protest were, 
with one exception, hostile to the dignity 

* Seventy years before Nestorius, the apostate 
Emperor Julian reproached the Christians of his 
day with the honour which they paid to Mary, under 
this distinguished name It occurs in ecclesiastical 
writings of the third century, and the Empress 
Helena gave it to a church whioh she built at 
Bethlehem in the succeeding age. 
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of Mary, it must have been the universally 
received practice to pay her very high 
honour ; and, moreover, that as the authors 
of those innovations were men who also 
denied the divinity of the Redeemer, or his 
Divine personality, the very practice of 
highly honouring Mary, besides being a 
primitive one, must have also been a testi- 
mony and evidence in favour of that divinity 
and personality, a safeguard to their belief, 
and therefore peculiarly hateful to those 
who impugned them. It is impossible to 
forget tnat the enemies of Mary are still to 
be found in the world ; they are not always 
Arians, indeed, nor Nestorians, but, alas ! 
that it must be said, they are those who 
have overturned all that was lovely and 
venerable in religion ; their principles have 
been widely and logically pushed to the 
furthest limits of infidelity. Some of them 
would dethrone Mary, that they may, if it 
were possible, dethrone God. 

Since the publication of the liturgies no 
one doubts that the Catholic church has 
always highly honoured, and believed in 
the powerful assistance of Mary. Sacred 
history, the writings of saints and doctors, 
even the imputations of adversaries, all 
attest the fact. 
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The long history of the church proves 
that its confidence in Mary’s influence is 
well founded. One or two examples will 
illustrate both the truth of its existence, 
and its method of operation. They shall 
be taken at long intervals from each other, 
in very distant parts of the church, and in 
circumstances no less different 

The evil fame of the Nestorian heresy 
spread far and wide ; the church of Christ 
ere long lifted up its voice and defined the 
doctrine of his personality, as it is believed 
at this day by all orthodox Christians, 
namely, that the Personality of the Lord 
is one and indivisible. But as Mary’s 
name and relation to him had been made 
a means of formally enunciating and illus- 
trating error, she now, in turn, became the 
means of more distinctly asserting and 
defining the truth. The Council of 
Ephesus, a.d. 431, added to its definition, 
“If any one does not confess that Em- 
manuel is truly God, and, by consequence, 
that the holy Virgin is the Mother of God, 
because she conceived, according to the 
flesh, the Word of God made flesh, let 
him be anathema.” Thus her name has 
ever since been set as a bulwark of the 
Catholic faith on this essential doctrine. 
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The ingenuity and malice of the devil 
never slumber or exhaust themselves; when 
he is beaten in one way, or in one place, 
he returns to the attack in another. When 
the triumphs of the early martyrs had 
ended in the destruction of the paganism 
of ancient Greece and Rome, one heresy 
after another arose in opposition to the 
authority established on earth by Christ, in 
his apostles and their successors. It arose 
and ran its course in a longer or a shorter 
period, with greater or less support and 
celebrity, with varying accessories of worldly 
power and capabilities of mischief. It some- 
times armed the civil power against the 
church ; sometimes it was content to steal 
away the allegiance of her sons from her, 
without daring to lay its sacrilegious hand 
upon her person. At one time it was bold 
and revolting, unscrupulous in its opinions, 
outraging the universally received principles 
of natural law; at another it was decent 
and insidious, with the language of piety 
on its lips, professing to be the reformer 
of abuses, the restorer of ancient purity. 
Sometimes it seemed to die out and dis- 
appear in one age and place, and, after the 
lapse of centuries, a distant country became 
the scene of its revival. 
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There was a heresy of this last kind, in 
the south of Europe, in the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries. It was confined, for 
the most part, to France and Spain, and 
its followers were called Albigenses. They 
did not content themselves with speaking 
against the truth; they assembled in regular 
armies, and fought against social order and 
good government with their swords ; deny- 
ing the revealed doctrines of the Christian 
Faith, while they rebelled against the civil 
magistrate. Their wicked opinions had 
been known in the world many ages be- 
fore ; they were nearly the same as those 
held by the Manichees in Italy and Africa, 
in the time of St. Augustine. That great 
saint was once entangled in them ; after his 
conversion, he became their untiring 
opponent, and lived to see them declining. 
Eight hundred years after his time, they 
reappeared in a bolder and more dangerous 
form. 

The watchful care of God provided a 
new remedy for the evil. In the very 
country where this heresy prevailed most, 
he raised up a great saint, and inspired 
him with the thought of instituting a new 
method of devotion, in order to obtain the 
all-powerful assistance of heaven in this 

N 
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emergency. That saint was St. Dominic ; 
and the new method of devotion was the 
Rosary. As Mary had been destined to 
be the perpetual enemy and the final con- 
queror of the devil ; it was an obvious 
thought to turn to her, where he was most 
busy and successful : it was natural to 
invoke her interference, as by Divine 
appointment the hope of the church, in the 
difficulties that beset it. The crisis passed 
over : the Albigenses melted away, no one 
could say how ; peace and order ere long 
returned ; Mary nad triumphed. 

The church of God was grateful for this 
deliverance ; and for the beautiful gift that 
it had received through St. Dominic. The 
devotion of the Rosary spread rapidly ; 
confraternities were organised for its prac- 
tice; and the eyes of Christendom were 
more and more directed to Mary as the 
appointed channel of every grace ; as the 
latest manifestation of Divine Power ; the 
recognised antagonist of evil. Another 
emergency occurred ; threatening Christian 
Europe with devastation, if not with com- 
plete destruction. It grew and advanced, 
pressing nearer and nearer to the centre of 
Christian society. This was the great 
Mahomedan power; the religion of the 
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sword ; whose life was war ; whose propa- 
gation was achieved on the field of battle ; 
whose triumphs were written in the blood, 
not of its martyrs, but of its miserable 
victims. Sprung from distant Arabia, it 
had overrun a great part of Asia, and a 
portion of Africa ; it had effected a settle- 
ment in Spain ; its frontier had advanced 
as far as Greece, on its march to Rome. 

Such was the alarming state of affairs on 
the 7th of October, 1571. On the morn- 
ing of that day, the Turkish fleet was 
drawn up in order of battle, against the 
Christian force of Spain and Venice, in the 
bay of Lepanto. The church was busy 
at her prayers; the confraternities of the 
Rosary, all over Europe, gave themselves 
no repose, imploring Mary to remember 
her old victories, and again to interpose in 
this new hour of need. Processions were 
every where made; the air was filled 
with the chaunt of Litanies, with the 
earnest cry of millions of Christ’s faithful 
ones. In Rome, especially at the very 
hour of the engagement, there was a great 
procession of the Rosary, by order of the 
Pope, in the Dominican church of the 
Minerva, to implore the intervention of the 
Blessed Virgin. The hostile fleets met; 



Digitized by Google 




180 



MARY IN RELATION 



after a hard struggle, the superior force of 
the Turks was completely broken, in a way 
that they have never since recovered; 
Christendom was saved. The holy Pope, 
Pius V., who lias since been canonized, 
was sitting with some of his cardinals, 
many hundred miles from the scene of the 
battle. He suddenly rose ; walked to the 
window, and looked out at the sky for some 
time theti returning to his seat, he said, 
“Let us return thanks to God for the 
great victory which the Christian arms have 
won.” In memory of this deliverance, 
he instituted the Festival of St. Mary of 
Victory, the first Sunday in October ; and 
inserted the invocation, Help of Christians, 
in the Litany. Two years later, his suc- 
cessor, Gregory ,XIII., changed the name 
of the festival into that of the Rosary ; 
and on the occasion of another victory over 
the' Mahomedan power, in the beginning 
of the’ last century, (1716), Pope Clement 
XI. made it general for the whole church. • 
More lately, still, and almost in our 
own times, a great infidel power arose in 
Europe, and threatened the existence of 
religion and social order. Another Pius, 
tiie seventh of the name, was driven from 
Rome into exile. All eyes and hearts were 
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again turned to Mary ; the danger passed 
away ; and the Supreme Pontiff returned 
to his capital in triumph. This event is 
annually commemorated on the 24th of May, 
in the festival of Mary, Help of Christians. 

A few months ago, another storm of 
anarchy and irreligion disturbed the peace 
of the Roman States and of the whole of 
Italy. That beautiful land, where every 
foot of ground is a monument of the world’s 
history, whose ancient glory has been sur- 
passed by the eminent position assigned 
to it in the divine economy of the church j 
where Christ’s own Vicar lives and reigns 
in the hearts of two hundred millions of 
the human family, scattered over the globe ; 
that land of saints, towards which the 
hearts of Catholics are drawn with a 
strength of attachment more powerful than 
the ties which unite them to the country of 
their birth ; which those who have seen and 
known it cherish in their inmost affections, 
and those who have not gazed upon it long 
to visit, if it were only once before they 
die ; that beautiful land of Italy, the home 
of our faith, and the center of our eccle- 
siastical system, fell a prey to evil and 
designing men, the enemies of faith and 
good government. Rome itself was de- 
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livered into their hands ; the Holy Father 
was banished ; sacrilege and bloodshed pro- 
faned the very precincts of the Apostles’ 
tombs. Human foresight could anticipate no 
speedy termination to the career of crime, or 
to the desecration that filled the universal 
church with mourning. But the exiled 
Pontiff had great confidence in the pa- 
tronage of Mary ; it was one of the fruits 
of his past experience. From his tempo- 
rary retreat, he issued a remarkable invi- 
tation to the bishops of the church, to 
co-operate with him in supplying what was 
wanting to a definition of fresh honours 
for her. Assistance was brought from an 
unexpected source ; Mary had once more 
interposed; and Pius IX. again sits on 
the throne of his august predecessors in 
the Vatican. His first public act of 
thanksgiving was to decree the promotion 
of the festival of the Visitation to a higher 
rank ; for on that day “ the yoke of those 
who kept possession of the city of Rome 
had been shaken off.” 

Nor are the instances of her interference 
to be found only in the public history of 
nations. They abound in more private 
records, attesting her care of the salvation 
of single souls. Take the following story 
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from the times of the early martyrs. In a 
city of Syria, there lived a beautiful young 
maiden, a convert to the Christian faith. A 
young nobleman, of the same city, laid snares 
for her ; and employed for his wicked pur- 
pose a certain famous sorcerer, called Cy- 
prian, who was supposed to have dealings 
with the devil. The Christian maiden was 
sorely beset by the cunning artifices of 
those men. What did she do in her dis- 
tress? St. Gregory Nazianzen tells us 
that she besought the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to assist a virgin in danger, with tears, 
and fasts, and earnest prayers. She did not 
ask in vain. The sorcerer was foiled ; he 
renounced his diabolical arts, and became 
a Christian ; then a priest ; and finally a 
bishop. Many years elapsed ; a cruel per- 
secution broke out against the Christians ; 
the converted sorcerer and Justina, whom 
he would have betrayed, sealed their testi- 
mony with their blood, in the same place, 
on the same day. Mary had obtained 
more than she had been asked. 

Passing over numerous instances of the 
same kind; in the year 1835, the com- 
munions in a certain parish in the city of 
Paris, containing a population of 27,000, 
did not exceed 700 in the whole year. 
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The good parish priest set himself to 
remedy this deplorable state of things ; he 
formally placed the charge committed to 
him, under the protection of Mary ; and 
instituted a confraternity of her Immaculate 
Heart, among his people. In the year 
1837, the communions amounted to 9,500 ; 
and every succeeding year they have 
become more numerous. The confraternity 
then established has spread over the whole 
world ; many thousands of sinners have 
been converted by its prayers ; its medal, 
which is now very generally known, has 
achieved many more spiritual victories than 
could be easily recounted. 

Even if the church of Christ did not 
possess the unquestionable evidence which 
establishes the truth of Mary’s miraculous 
interposition; the analogy of her whole 
history would be enough to render it in the 
highest degree probable. It cannot fail 
to strike the diligent and candid student of 
Scripture, that the history of Mary, from 
first to last, has always been more or less 
miraculous. From the moment of her 
Immaculate Conception, when the laws of 
our sinful descent from Adam were sus- 
pended in her favour, and grace anticipated 
nature, in her regard, she began to exist 
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in another order than that which is exclu- 
sively regulated by natural causes. She 
was destined to be the Mother of a new 
Creation ; and her whole life partook of 
the supernatural character of her origin, 
and of the destiny for which God had pre- 
pared her. The events of the Annuncia- 
tion, and the birth of Christ ; her visit to 
her cousin Elizabeth, her Purification, and 
the other passages in her life which are 
recorded in Scripture, are only a part of a 
wonderful whole ; points that come above 
the surface, attesting the existence of an 
entire series of supernatural agencies in 
her regard ; which, the more we meditate 
upon them, raise her higher and higher 
above the level of the children of our race. 
We rarely hear of Mary, but in connexion 
with a miraculous demonstration of the 
power of God. She was conceived as no 
other human being ever was conceived ; 
she, again, conceived her Son and God, 
miraculously; miracles attended her visit 
to her cousin; the birth of her Divine 
Child was accompanied by many lesser 
proofs of supernatural interference. When 
she took him to present him in the temple, 
behold new miracles followed her steps! 
His first miracle was performed at her 
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request ; she took part in the awful mystery 
of the Passion ; she shared the sevenfold 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, at Pentecost. In 
a word ; miracles seem to have been the 
order in her history; their absence, the 
exception ; so that we are as little surprised 
to find her surrounded by them, as we 
should be astonished to hear of them in 
connexion with one of ourselves. Mary 
was a living miracle. Her first and strongest 
title to our love and homage is the indelible 
character of glory communicated to her by 
the miracle of the Incarnation, by which 
God became man of her substance, the 
Eternal become subject to the laws of time 
and space, the Infinite was comprehended 
in the form of an infant, the invisible 
Creator of the universe became visible to 
the eyes of his creatures. Her co-opera- 
tion was necessary before that wonder could 
be ; a portion of its splendour, therefore, 
rests for ever on her royal head. She hath 
earned for herself, through her correspond- 
ence with the grace of God, new and varied 
titles of honour and renown ; but the 
mystery of the Incarnation lies at the 
foundation of her greatness. With the 
extension of that, mystery which we adore 
in the most holy Sacrament of the altar, 
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she too is intimately connected ; inasmuch 
as the sacred Humanity which we worship 
there, in union with the Divinity of Jesus 
Christ, he condescended to take of her 
flesh and blood. 

Hence it does not surprise us that she 
should continue to be a centre of miraculous 
action ; we are prepared for it by her whole 
previous history. It seems to be a law of 
her being; she represents to us the most 
stupendous miracle that the world ever 
witnessed ; she is an everlasting memorial 
of it ; it has made her what she is. It is a 
small thing, in comparison, that she should 
be able to suspend, here and there, the 
course of natural events by the force of her 
intercession. Nothing that we know of 
her miraculous power, now, can be compared, 
in magnitude, to the prodigies which were 
effected through her agency in the years 
of her earthly life. She saluted her cousin 
Elizabeth; and when that holy woman 
“heard the salutation of Mary, she was 
filled with the Holy Ghost.” She addressed 
her Son, and said, “They have no wine;” 
and immediately the sweet constraint of 
filial charity, which had bound him to her 
for thirty years, was imposed upon him ; 
his hour was not yet come, indeed, yet he 
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fulfilled her request; he whose meat and 
drink it was to do the will of his Heavenly 
Father, seemed to make the will of Mary 
the law of his action rather than his own. 
More wonderful than these instances, there 
was a moment when the mystery of the 
Incarnation hung upon the breath of her 
lips; the destiny of the world depended 
upon an act of her will. When God 
would create the world, “He spoke, and it 
was done ;” when he would redeem it, he 
left it to the lips of a creature to speak, 
and that creature was Mary. She said, 
“Be it done to me according to thy word,” 
and the wonder of all wonders, the mystery 
of mysteries, was consummated; God was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us. 

After this what difficulty is there in 
believing it possible that the Blessed Virgin 
may have appeared to this saint or that ; 
that she may have cured this cripple ; or 
restored sight to that blind man ; that 
some pictures of her may have moved their 
eyes ? These wonders are nothing, so to 
speak, compared with those which we must 
believe, unless we would forfeit the very 
name of Christians. The last crowning 
glory of her life, her Assumption, soul and 
body, into heaven, three days after her 
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death, does not approach, in incomprehen- 
sible dignity and marvellousness, her share 
in the Incarnation. It was because she 
was in very truth the Mother of Jesus, that 
her Assumption became expedient. 

And because she was promoted to so 
distinguished a share in the execution of 
God’s plans of mercy, when she was chosen 
to be the Mother of his Son, it is only what 
might have been expected, that their deve- 
lopment and completion should be entrusted 
to her. The fortunes of the church are 
part of them ; till they finally cease to be 
exposed to the hostile influences of evil, 
the Redemption is in its effects incomplete. 
The Redeemer, indeed, as he expired, 
exclaimed, “ It is consummated j” thereby 
declaring that the price of Redemption had 
been paid; the sacrifice of propitiation 
offered ; the meritorious cause of all sub- 
sequent effects fully established. Not but 
that much yet remained to be accomplished; 
else why should he spend forty days more 
in laying the foundations of his church, in 
preparing its first pastors for his final 
departure ? Why send his Holy Spirit to 
teach them all truth ? Much yet remained 
to be done and suffered, before he should 
“see and be satisfied before the last fruits 
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of his Passion should be gathered in. She 
in whose simple and free assent the Incar- 
nation had its beginning, is surely the most 
suitable instrument in consummating those 
effects of Christ’s Redemption which still 
remain unaccomplished. The history of 
the church only confirms what might have 
been foreseen. Christ’s hour came at last ; 
the hour of which he spoke as yet to come, 
when he assisted at the marriage of Cana ; 
the hour when he should not again say to his 
Blessed Mother, “ What have I to do with 
thee ?” but when her influence should be 
firmly and openly established ; as the first 
of created intercessors, the channel of 
grace, as God is its source; the joy and 
strength of the church ; the help of 
Christians. 

And while nothing is too great for her 
power, nothing is so insignificant as to be 
beneath her notice. While she fights the 
battles of the universal church, she cares 
for the salvation of the least of Christ’s 
little ones ; she is always ready to console 
and refresh their fainting spirits, to procure 
for them even one small actual grace. 
From the holy virgin martyr in an early 
age, who invoked the aid of Mary against 
the demon of impurity, to the youth who 
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kneels to-day before her altar, and begs 
the preservation, or the restoration of the 
princely heart of innocence, “ it was never 
known that any one who fled to her protec- 
tion, implored her assistance, or asked her 
prayers, was left to himself.” The public 
manifestations of her power, recorded in 
the history of the church, are wonderful ; 
but her secret influence is more so ; it is 
certainly more widely diffused, more com- 
prehensive ; the influence which she exerts 
on the hearts of men, on human passions 
and motives of action, on the invisible 
enemies of our salvation. This influence 
pervades the whole church ; it is of hourly 
occurrence ; those who have felt its gentle 
operation can bear witness if it is not so. 
They had set their hearts on some cherished 
object ; perhaps it was the recovery of one 
whom they loved, or his conversion, or 
some other spiritual benefit ; perhaps it was 
the manifestation of the Divine will in regard 
to themselves, at some critical period of 
their lives. They began a novena to Mary ; 
and ere it was ended, thejr suit was gained. 
Perhaps they had to wait a longer time ; 
years may have elapsed since they began 
to pray ; but the hour arrived at last, with 
some precious grace in addition, to reward 



Digitized by Google 




192 MARY IN RELATION 

their patience and make up for the delay. 
Or, in their daily strife with sin and tempta- 
tion, the name of Mary acts as a spell upon 
the spirits of evil. Do they sometimes 
give "way to pride and contempt of others ? 
They supplicate the aid of Mary, and 
their high temper becomes like a child’s, 
sweet and docile. Does the thought of 
impurity cross their mind? They name 
but her name, they raise their eyes towards 
her throne, and the demon dies from 
them, how or whither they cannot explain. 
These are the hourly triumphs of Mary’s 
power ; the secret, but conclusive, evidence 
of the queenly authority with which she 
is invested for the behoof of the church. 
Where those signs of it have been felt or 
witnessed, open miracles, in attestation of 
its existence, would be superfluous. 

Is it wonderful, then, if, knowing what 
we do, we rejoice in the name, in the 
dignity, in the glory of Mary? Would 
not the cause of wonder be greater, if, at 
the recollection of what has been achieved 
in her, and through her, and by her, we 
should hold our peace? If God has indeed 
endowed the Blessed Mother of his Son 
with such power and dominion, are there 
no reciprocal duties becoming our position 
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of dependence and obligation ; or rather, 
are these duties any longer optional ? 
Should we not contradict our faith and 
experience by withholding them ? What 
choice have we but to regard very highly 
her glorious pre-eminence, to turn her 
influence to account, to use it with thank- 
fulness, and to live worthy of such protec- 
tion ? If she has been so highly exalted, 
to refuse her the honour belonging to her 
lofty estate, would either render questionable 
our faith in the revelation of God, and in 
the wise arrangements of his Providence, 
or it would convict us of neglect, at once 
undutiful and unreasonable. “He that 
despiseth you, despiseth me,” said our 
blessed Lord to his apostles; his words 
apply with greater force to his holy mother; 
“ and he that despiseth me, despiseth him 
that sent me.” Far from our minds be the 
unworthy fear lest, by simple recourse to 
Mary, we should seem to disparage Christ 
The more we look up to her, the higher 
must he rise in our regard, for his glory 
exceeds hers as the inherent splendour of 
the sun surpasses the borrowed light of the 
moon, as the Divine Creator excels his 
most gifted creature. We cannot love, 
and honour, and pray to Mary, without 

o 
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learning better to measure the love of 
Christ, reflected from her ; without learning 
deeper lessons of filial confidence in him. 
Neither can we love him as he ought to 
be loved, without being especially attracted 
to his Blessed Mother. If we love him we 
shall imitate him in every thing that is 
possible, and our imitation will include his 
filial love for his holy mother. One of the 
mysteries of his Incarnation is the intimate 
union that has subsisted, for 1850 years, 
between the immaculate hearts of Jesus 
and Mary; the length, and the breadth, 
and the depth, and the height of her 
love are surpassed only by the love of her 
Divine Son for her. If, then, we would 
resemble him, we must cherish her image 
in our hearts, and let it influence our daily 
actions. 

It was thus that his saints have made his 
example the model of their own disposi- 
tions, in regard to his holy mother; from 
the beloved apostle who “took her unto 
his own home,” to the latest canonised, 
Alfonso Maria Liguori, who opened his 
heart wide to her influence, and from its ful- 
ness indited the praises of her glory, in a 
work which holds the very first place in the 
esteem and familiar use of the church of 
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God. To name the saints who hare dearly 
cherished the love of Mary would he to 
name them all; Ambrose, and Ephrem, 
and Bernard, and Bonaventura, Thomas 
of Aquino, and Bernardine of Sienna, 
Dominic, and Anselm, and John of Damas- 
cus, may be taken as types of their whole 
Messed order. And it will be found that 
those who inherit their virtues in greatest 
abundance, and who thirst with intensest 
longing for a larger infusion of their spirit, 
are, in every age, the persons most devoted 
to the memory and the imitation of Mary. 
Their lofty aspirations after perfection 
attract their regards towards her who sur-> 
passes all but God ; and through her they 
obtain more abundant means for the fulfil- 
ment of their every wish, for the complete 
subjugation of every earthly and imperfect 
emotion, for their growing conformity and 
union with God, which is the summit 
towards which their steps are bent. 

And as the kingdom of heaven is for 
little children, and for such as will imitate 
them in their simplicity, (Mat. six. 14), it 
is among these that the empire of Mary 
is most conspicuous, and most admirable 
in its manifestations. Whoever would 
fairly estimate die deep-seated loyalty of 
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their hearts for their heavenly queen and 
mother, must pass into a Catholic land, 
and observe tne fervent multitudes that 
throng around her favourite picture, or 
image, or shrine ; he must enter their con- 
fraternities and join in their recital of the 
Rosary, and in the strong, unadorned 
music of their hymns and anthems ; he 
must follow their solemn processions in her 
honour. In the cities of beautiful Italy 
the image of the Madonna and her Eternal 
Child is multiplied beyond the possibility 
of computation, in the interior of private 
dwellings, in the public ways, and places 
of trade. Her festivals are days of general 
rejoicing, begun in the churches at Mass, 
and often at holy communion, and pro- 
tracted, with light, and joyous, and innocent 
merriment, far into the evening. In the 
rural districts her image is no less familiar ; 
it smiles upon the traveller from every 
■wayside, in the winding path among the 
vineyards and olive groves, in the loveliest 
scenery of that unrivalled land ; as in the 
little leafy chapel, called of the Madonna 
della Quercia, formed ingeniously of the 
branches of an aged oak, that overhangs 
the steep and wooded ravine lying imme- 
diately beneath the castellated walls of the 
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Basilian Abbey of Grotta Ferrata; while 
the tribute of fresh flowers, and on festivals 
the burning light, represent the faith and 
the love of some simple peasant child, or 
village matron. Sometimes a spot is thus 
distinguished where an imminent danger 
has been averted by the aid of Mary. Of 
this kind is the far-famed chapel of the 
Madonna del Tufo, on the classic slope 
of Monte Cave, the most western part of 
the Alban range. There may still be seen 
an enormous mass of the rock called Tufo, 
once suspended in its course across the 
path of a traveller, and now enclosed in a 
small chapel, tended by a hermit; whither, 
on the Sunday after the Assumption, the 
peasants of the surrounding country, and 
even the inhabitants of distant towns, are 
gathered in their gayest mood. 

Nor were these beautiful signs and 
expressions of Faith always strange to the 
soil of Scotland. Its peasants once loved 
the name of Mary ; in the island of Mull, 
for instance, an ancient well of Mary 
gives its name to the town of Tobermory. 
The citizens of Scottish towns, long ago, 
were not forgetful of the Mother of Jesus j 
at the north-east corner of the church 
of St. Giles, in Edinburgh, opposite tho 
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site of the market-cross, there used to 
6tand an image of the holy Virgin ; and 
it is not many years since the steps that led 
to it might still be seen. On the stormy 
seas of this island, mariners took courage 
in the protection of Mary ; in the Frith of 
Forth, there was a harbour called the Port 
of our Lady of Grace. Though these 
outward marks of faith no longer exist, 
the children of Mary may still be found, iu 
lands externally separated from Catholic 
communion, cherishing those old memo- 
rials of their blessed protectress; and in the 
darkest days of persecution, persevering, in 
their devotion, even though it was paid at 
the ruins of her ancient shrine. Witness 
the affecting recital of the piety of the 
Lady Aboyne, a daughter of the noble 
family of Errol, given by Father Blakhal : 
“ In the octave of the Assumption of our 
Lady,” he writes, “my Lady of Aboyne did 
go to the Bogge of Gight to see her 
mother-in-law, my Lady, Marquis of 
Huntly, and from thence, a pilgrimage, 
two miles, to our Lady of 'Grace, in Murray- 
land. It had been of old a very devote 
place, and many pilgrimages had been 
made to it from all the parts in the North 
of Scotland ; but then there was nothing 
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standing of it but some broken walls, which 
the minister made throw down, witbin the 
chapel, to hinder the people from praying 
there ; a great devotion of their holy cove- 
nant, rebellious both to God and their king. 
She used to make that pilgrimage, every 
year, so long as she had health to do it ; a 
matter of thirty miles from her own house ; 
whereof she made two of them afoot, and 
barefooted, next to the chapel.* 

And at the present day, if the love of 
Catholics for their holy mother must per- 
force abstain from the decoration of the 
rustic altar, or the wayside chapel, it finds 
other means of offering its homage at her 
royal throne. No one can doubt the fact, 
who has ever witnessed the remarkable 
fervour of an Irish congregation, when any 
allusion is made to the glory of Mary ; or 
when any opportunity is afforded them of 
testifying their gratitude and devotion to 
her. Their singular superiority in the 
virtue of purity over their Protestant neigh- 
bours, confessed even by the enemies of 
their faith, is doubtless to be directly 



* “ Brief Narrative of Services done to Three 
Noble Ladies, by Gilbert Blakhal, Priest. 1681 
—1639." Chap. ii. p. 71. 
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attributed, as one of its principal causes, 
to the living influence possessed over their 
hearts by the name of Mary. 

It would be a subject of deepest interest, 
though too extensive for an undertaking 
like the present, to trace the tokens and 
effects of that influence on other classes of 
society, even in an un-catholic country ; to 
assign a cause for the instinctive attraction 
felt towards the Mother of Jesus by hearts 
to whom she is hardly known ; that could 
draw such an answer from a child just 
seven years old, as her Protestant parents 
could not have taught her, and as was 
lately made by a dear friend of the author’s, 
at that age ; when asked by her mother if 
she had not another mother, instead of re- 
turning for expected answer, “the church,” 
she replied, after a moment of earnest 
thought, “The Blessed Virgin Mary.” A 
phenomenon similar to that described by 
the author of the Lyra Innoeentium, of a 
child who requested that its new-born sister 
might be called Mary, for the sake of Maiy, 
the Mother of Jesus. 

But, further, as the church of Christ, in 
its public and collective character, even 
more than in its individual members, owes 
so much to Mary’s protection, it is only just 



Digitized by Google 




TO THE CHURCH OF GOD. 201 

that its homage should be also public, 
and that it should encourage by every 
means, and foster devotion to her among 
its children. She is honoui’ed daily in the 
divine office, at the beginning and the 
end of each canonical hour, in the varying 
anthem of each returning season. There are 
twenty festivals dedicated to her memory ; 
votive masses without number are offered 
to God, in thanksgiving for what he has 
accomplished through her ; every Saturday 
not occupied by a festival is devoted to 
her. The sun never sets on her praises ; 
while the Complin office ceases in one 
land, the Matin Ave is resumed in another. 
The devotion of the Rosary is never , inter- 
mitted, by night or by day, throughout the 
lapse of ages. 

As it is now in daily observance all over 
the church, it is due to St. Dominic, in 
the thirteenth century ; but the method of 
counting prayers by beads, or little pebbles, 
is much older ; it is traced back as early 
as the holy fathers of the desert. Tt must not 
be forgotten that, for very many ages, there 
were no printed books in the world ; Chris- 
tianity had been preached for more than 
1,400 years before the means of multiplying 
such books was discovered. Before that 
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time all the books that existed were written 
with the hand; they were, for the most 
part, large and unwieldy, and, in price, far 
beyond the reach of any private persons, 
except the very wealthy. A few expensive 
prayer-books there were, in the oratories 
of kings and noble persons ; but the mass 
of the people had neither money enough to 
pay for them, nor education enough to use 
them, if they could have purchased them. 
Besides this, they had a peculiar pleasure 
in repeating the form of prayer sanctioned 
by our blessed Lord himself, like the Lord's 
Prayer, or by the ancient saints, and by 
the universal adoption of the church, like 
the Hail Mary and the Creed. When 
they could not procure or use a prayer- 
book, they said these prayers, many times 
over, to express new desires of their hearts. 
And to preserve order and uniformity, they 
were accustomed, in very early times indeed, 
to count the number of prayers by dropping 
or laying aside a certain number of pebbles, 
so that, without distracting their thoughts 
from what they were doing, they could 
know exactly when they had come to the 
end of the prescribed devotion. This is 
the simple history of the beads, which are 
now hung upon a string, and made to slip 
through the fingers as the prayers are said. 
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The Psalms have always been a favourite 
part of public and private devotion in the 
church. The daily office said by the clergy 
and the religious orders is, in great part, 
composed of them. But it was, at one 
time, very difficult to get copies of them, 
before the invention of printing. Hence 
the thought was suggested to St. Dominic 
to prepare a form of devotion that might 
represent the Psalms to those who could 
not read; for this purpose he made the 
Rosary consist of as many times Hail Mary 
as there are psalms in the Psalter, that is, 
of 150. For this reason, it is sometimes 
called the Psalter of the Blessed Virgin. 

In the Psalms, there is an infinite variety 
of subjects ; sometimes the language is 
plaintive, and expressive of contrition and 
of mourning ; in another place it is trium- 
phant, returning high praise to God for 
mercies granted, for deliverance obtained 
through his powerful assistance. In like 
manner, that the attention might he kept 
alive by a similar variety, St. Dominic pro- 

S osed a series of subjects for meditation, 
uring the repetition of the prayers of the 
Rosary. These subjects are called its 
Fifteen Mysteries. They are chosen from 
the life and history of our Lord and his 



Digitized by Google 




204 MARY IN RELATION 

Blessed Mother ; and proceed, with ever- 
varying and growing interest, from the 
joyful event of his Annunciation, through 
his Birth and Presentation in the temple, 
and the sorrowful scenes of his Passion 
and Death, to the glorious commemoration 
of his Resurrection and Ascension, the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, the decease and 
Assumption of his Virgin mother, and her 
eternal union with him in heaven. Each 
successive mystery gives a new meaning to 
the vocal prayer that accompanies it ; 
though the form of that prayer is the same 
throughout. It is taken in greater part 
from holy Scripture. The beginning, 
“Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is 
with thee,” is the language of the angel 
Gabriel, when addressing the Blessed Virgin, 
and delivering his message of the Annun- 
ciation. “ Blessed art thou among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb,” is 
the inspired utterance of the pious Eliza- 
beth, when, filled with the Holy Ghost, she 
returned the salutation of Mary. The 
conclusion is the ardent prayer of the 
church, that she who is so replenished 
with grace, so blessed in herself, and in her 
union with him, who is over all, God, 
blessed for ever, would not forget the 
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children of her adoption, but would assist 
them now, in the trials and sorrows of life, 
its rough ways and changeful events ; and, 
above all, when earthly support shall fail, 
in the solemn hour when their spirits shall 
return to God, to give an account of the 
deeds done in the body, and to have their 
eternal destiny fixed. 

This is the prayer which accompanies 
each mystery of the Rosary. It is short 
and simple, but it contains much more 
than a careless glance would discover. It 
is a monument of an event whose import- 
ance has never been surpassed in the 
history of the world ; when an angelic 
messenger first announced to one of the 
human family that the Son of God should 
become her Son. St. Paul, when trans- 
ported into the third heaven, heard language 
which it was not lawful to repeat among 
men ; here is the language of a prince of 
the heavenly hierarchy, inspired by the 
sight of her whom God had honoured above 
the highest of his peers, and now become 
the familiar expression of the love and the 
filial confidence of children, and of sinful, 
repentant men. Again, this form of prayer, 
in its second part, contains a record of the 
homage paid to Mary, and to Mary’s Son 



Digitized by Google 




206 MART IN RELATION 

and God, by a saint of the human family, 
by her aged cousin Elizabeth. It is usual 
for the young to venerate the old, who, in 
return, love and protect them, and accept 
of their deference as a tribute due to years 
and experience. But the common course 
of nature was reversed in the visit of Mary 
to Elizabeth. The aged relative regarded 
it as an honour, far beyond the measure 
of her deserts, that the youthful mother of 
her Lord should come to her. She looked 
up, with the reverend weight of years upon 
her, to one hardly emerged from child- 
hood ; she saluted her, and pronounced 
her blessed, because of the blessedness of 
the fruit of her womb, Jesus. 

And if the first and second parts of this 
prayer are full of meaning, as records 
of past events, it is increased manifold by 
the issue of those events, by the considera- 
tion of the changes that have attended the 
unfolding of the designs of Providence* 
If Mary was “full of grace,” and “blessed 
among women,” before her Divine Son 
was born, how much more so now that he 
hath finished the work assigned to him by 
his heavenly Father, that he hath triumphed 
over the enemy of all good, and hath 
“entered into his glory!” If the angel 
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Gabriel and St. Elizabeth thus emphatically 
proclaimed the honour of Mary in the 
beginning of her course, in the dawn of 
her propitious day, far more eloquently 
does this language sound in our lips, as 
the expression of her glory in the progress 
and consummation of her union with Jesus, 
in the light of the “perfect day” in which 
she lives and reigns. We have witnessed 
the end of what was seen only in prophetic 
vision, when the inspired language of this 
prayer was first heard from the lips of 
archangel and saint j prophecy has given 
place to history, hope to fulfilment, the 
first blossom of promise to the fruit of a 
mature and abundant harvest. 

A great excellence and peculiarity in 
the Rosary is the combination of vocal 
and mental prayer, or meditation ; while 
the lips pronounce the Angelical Saluta- 
tion, the thoughts connect its language 
with the successive mysteries of the life of 
Jesus and his Blessed Mother. Hence 
arises an endless variety in the expression 
of that language ; for its application to the 
circumstances of one mystery imparts to it 
a meaning widely different from what 
belongs to it in connexion with another. 
Thus, for instance, while we are meditating 
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od the joyful mystery of the Annunciation, 
“full of grace” may be taken to mean the 
peculiar adaptation of the endowments of 
the Blessed Virgin to the marvellous 
honour in store for her ; the rich spiritual 
treasure already hers, to prepare her for 
still more precious favours. But a far 
different meaning is expressed by the same 
words, when, in the meditation on the 
mystery of the Ascension, for instance, 
they are applied to her as if present at 
that spectacle of glory. “Full of grace,” 
then, implies an overflowing abundance of 
spiritual riches, a position next to the 
summit of the lofty eminence to which 
opportunities and graces, improved and co- 
operated with, have raised the once lowly 
mother of Nazareth. And so of the rest. 
In like manner the other parts of this 
prayer are susceptible of a corresponding 
change in their meaning, as the subject of 
each meditation is varied. 

In addition to this variety in the first 
and second parts of the Angelical Saluta- 
tion, a corresponding change in the appli- 
cation of its third and last part is produced 
by devoting the prayer of each mystery to 
obtain some special grace, connected, more 
or less, with the mystery under review. 
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Thus it is the custom of many to pray for 
the grace of humility, or of purity, while 
meditating on the Annunciation; for the 
grace of charity while meditating on the 
Visitation ; for the love of poverty, on the 
Nativity, &c. ; “ pray for us” then signifies, 
obtain for us by thy all-prevailing prayers, 
the grace of charity, of love of poverty, or 
of humility. 

The excellence of this form of prayer 
would take long fully to unfold. It is very 
dear to the hearts of the simple and un- 
learned children of the kingdom, who have 
a profounder instinct in spiritual things, 
than belongs to many who are their intel- 
lectual superiors. Though the Rosary is 
much esteemed by pious people who are 
unable to read ; and there are many 
hundreds of such, who yet know enough to 
save their souls ; it is also in frequent use 
among others who are not so dependent. 
Books will : fatigue at last even the most 
diligent student; there are moments of 
exhaustion, when the mind refuses to fix 
its attention on the thoughts of others. 
Circumstances, too, make it sometimes 
impossible to use books of prayers ; as 
when one is on a journey ; or is kept awake 
in the night by pain, or while waiting upon 

p 
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others. At such times, the devotion of the 
Rosary recommends itself as an easily avail- 
able method of prayer. But, above all 
other reasons, its own incomparable excel- 
lence makes it a daily practice of thousands 
upon thousands, throughout the limits of 
the church ; an excellence which has been 
further enhanced by the numerous Indul- 
gences attached to its use, by many Sove- 
reign Pontiffs. 

His Rosaiy is therefore very precious to 
every Catholic. It is a holy bond, that 
unites him with his brethren all over the 
world ; in distant countries, which he will 
never visit ; of strange speech, which would 
keep him separate from them, if he lived 
among them. But, day by day, all the 
children of Mary who use the Rosary 
assemble at the foot of her throne, to 
express their faith in her Divine Son, their 
devotion to her for his dear sake ; their 
charity towards each other, for hers. How 
many trials are borne with constancy 
unknown to natural fortitude, through grace 
obtained by this simple means ; how many 
illuminations in the path of duty; how 
many objects of the heart’s cherished desire ! 
If the secrets of many hearts could be 
revealed, the triumphs of the Rosaiy, now. 
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would bear comparison with those of former 
ages ; Mary is still “ Our Lady of Victory .” 

We are taught also to reflect, as we use 
our beads, upon the generations that are 
gone before us, professing the Catholic 
faith, who took leave of this world, murmur- 
ing the names of Jesus and Mary. Perhaps 
we have known some, who as life was ebb- 
ing, still kept the crucified form of their 
Lord before their eyes, and the Rosary in 
their feeble hands. Their piety attaches us 
to what they valued so highly : we refuse 
to regard the contempt which the children 
of the world are apt to throw upon this 
beautiful devotion, as a vain superstition, 
or, at best, fit only for the illiterate. In 
the school of Jesus and of Mary, ignorance 
and knowledge have a meaning very 
different from that affixed to them in the 
schools of the world. Wisdom, in that 
school of the saints, profits for eternal 
salvation. 

It is necessary, however, to beware of 
making our Rosary an empty form, by the 
hasty or unthinking repetition of words, 
without devotion. “This people,” says 
God, “honour me with their lips, but their 
heart is far from me.” This is not the 
method of prayer which he approves. 
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unless the heart accompanies the expres- 
sion of the lips ; it is not the method of 
sovereign virtue in drawing heaven near 
to our daily concerns ; it is not the method 
which saints have endeared to us by their 
use. While we pray, we must fix the eye 
of our soul on those realities, which we 
cannot see, indeed, but which are not 
therefore far from us. And as we travel 
over and over again, in devout thought, 
the scenes of our Redeemer’s life and 
passion, the desire of imitating him ought 
to grow within us ; the desire of suffering 
with him, that we may reign with him; till 
We finally arrive at the glorious mysteries 
which will crown our perseverance; our 
own resurrection and union with him in 
heaven. 

Another beautiful expression of the 
"homage of the church in regard to Mary 
is the dedication of the month of May 
in her honour. There is a remarkable 
harmony and fitness between the festivals 
of the church and the seasons of the year 
when they occur. The Divine Author 
of grace is also the Author of nature ; in 
both the one and the other “the heavens 
show forth his glory, and the firmament 
declareth the work of his hands ; day unto 
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day uttereth speech, and night unto night 
teacheth knowledge.” — Ps. xviii. 1. We 
celebrate the birth of our Redeemer in the 
dreary time of winter, a time which aptly 
represents the desolate condition of our 
fallen world when he first lighted upon it, 
a time when festive joy is necessarily con- 
fined to the precincts of home and the 
domestic hearth, where the most fitting 
welcome can be given to the poor, weak 
form of a child in which he came among 
us. We cannot then scatter flowers in 
his path, nor offer him the first fruits of 
our corn and wine, but we can feed him, 
and clothe him, and cherish him, in those 
who, like him, have no home ; we can 
allow children for the time to be masters 
of our houses, for the love and the memory 
of the child Jesus. In like manner there 
is no season so suitable as spring for the 
celebration of his Resurrection from the 
grave, when all nature is reviving from the 
temporary death of winter, and is again 
teeming with new elements of life and 
hope. The grain sown in a former year 
is beginning to appear above ground, an 
illustration applied by our Blessed Lord 
himself to his own Resurrection. — John 
xii. 24. Advancing in the cycle of holy 
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festivals, no day but one of early summer 
could so well reflect to the devout heart 
that day of glory when he returned in 
triumph to his Father, “ ascending far 
above all heavens, that he might fill all 
things.” — Ephes. iv. 10. Corpus Christi, 
too, occurs in summer, the season of 
flowers, and sunshine, and innocent en- 
joyment beneath the open sky ; the season, 
therefore, for processions and for gathering 
our choicest flowers to strew the path of 
the Most Holy One. Once more, when 
nature is in decay, and the sear leaf is 
falling, and the autumn blast is sweeping 
through the forest, we call to mind the 
world of spirits that surrounds us ; we 
praise our Lord for the glory of all his 
saints j we entreat his mercy for all souls 
departed. At every season the outer world 
reflects, as in a mirror, the sentiment of 
some Christian festival. 

The same coincidence may be observed 
in the dedication of the month of May to 
the holy Virgin. The earth is then arrayed 
in the fresh green of summer ; the bright- 
ness and mildness of later months are 
often anticipated, without their sultry heat. 
“ The winter is past, the rain is over and 
gone, the flowers have appeared on the 
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earth, the time of pruning is come, and 
the voice of the turtle-dove is heard in 
our land.” — Cant. ii. 11. The month of 
May stands midway between stem January 
and the gathering of the harvest, the 
crowning of the year. Present enjoyment 
and future hope have succeeded the priva- 
tions of the season that is past. Could a 
time more suitable than this beautiful 
month of flowers be found to dedicate in 
honour of her who is the first and fairest 
of God’s creatures, the mystical rose of 
Saron, without a thorn? Her name is 
associated with moral beauty and purity 
ever fresh, with an early maturity of grace 
in its highest perfection ; “ her glory is 
clothed round about with varieties.” — Ps. 
xliv. 14. She stands alone, between the 
desolation of the fall and the gathering of 
the elect from the four winds of heaven ; 
(Matt xxiv. 31,) between paradise lost 
and heaven attained ; between the first 
man, Adam, and the second, the Lord 
from heaven. She represents a time of 
clemency anticipated, of mercy not yet 
consummated. St. John Baptist was the 
last and greatest of the prophets, and yet 
less than the least in the kingdom of 
heaven ; Luke vii. 28 ; Mary alone unites 
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in herself all times and all orders ; she alone 
is the Queen of patriarchs and apostles, 
of prophets, and oi all saints. The annual 
dedication of this month in her honour is 
now universal throughout the church. In 
many parts of it the month is familiarly 
called the month of Mary. 

A brief allusion to the devotion of the 
Scapular must close thi3 enumeration of 
the public testimonies to Mary’s royal pre- 
rogatives, sanctioned and encouraged by 
the church of Christ. The Scapular, as its 
name implies, is a part of the dress of a 
religious, worn over the shoulders, de- 
pending before and behind the body. The 
conventional form, as now worn for de- 
votion, represents the habit of the Carmelite 
order, and is the sign and condition of 
association in its indulgences and spiritual 
privileges, particularly in those made 
known to one of its generals, St. Simon 
Stock, in the thirteenth century, and con- 
firmed by many succeeding popes. 

Such being the state of the case, the 
question of Mary’s relation to the church 
of God is evidently not one of mere theory, 
nor an abstract matter, with which we 
have no practical concern ; which may be 
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accepted, or not, indifferently ; whose re- 
ception will do no good; or whose rejection 
will not injure. If the whole tenor of our 
Lord’s life, if the language of prophecy, 
if the universal and immemorial habit of 
the church, if the testimony of enemies, if 
the pious use of millions of holy souls, all 
coincide in attributing to the Mother of 
Jesus an uninterrupted fellowship with 
her Son in his great work of redemption, 
and in every thing that belongs, or tends 
to its final accomplishment, the establish- 
ment of such a fact must impress every 
mind with the relative importance of avail- 
ing itself of this divine institution. A 
great power is evidently within our reach, 
placed by the care of God at our disposal, 
to assist us in our struggles with sin, to 
raise us when we fall, to carry us on to 
eminent perfection. It is easy of access ; 
it lies at our door; it is within the instan- 
taneous reach of all, even of children. 
That power is the influence of Mary, and 
its employment in the work of our salvation. 
We may not reject its powerful assistance ; 
nothing can be safely neglected that God 
has designed to make so perilous a work 
more sure. We may not throw away the 
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aid thus offered, nor think to fight our 
way through the ranks of our spiritual 
foes without obligations to her, nor to 
speed on our heavenward course without 
her helping hand. The heat of the battle 
will overcome us, the length of the way 
will exhaust us, unless she buoy up our steps, 
and refresh us when we are weary. God’s 
grace is free and strong ; but if she is the 
channel through which it must flow, it will 
not reach us but through her. We are 
not greater than Jesus, yet he made him- 
self her debtor ; we are not stronger than 
he, and yet she was appointed to supply 
for his infantine weakness. Even if we 
could struggle through without her sup- 
port, we should be outstripped in our 
course by many who started later and with 
many more disadvantages ; our passage 
would be joyless ; hope would shine dimly 
on the future. What knowledge have we 
of the assaults of our spiritual enemies that 
may lie before us, perhaps, in the hour of 
death ; what security that the absence of 
Mary’s aid then may not make the differ- 
ence of our eternal loss P It is for this 
reason that devotion to Mary is declared 
by eminent theologians to be a great sign 
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of predestination, on account of the mani- 
fold assistance which is thus secured in its 
attainment. 

Beloved child of Mary, our studies in 
her history are almost ended ; what impres- 
sion remains on your heart, after reading 
and thinking so much about your glorious 
Mother? Have any fresh resolutions 
sealed you anew, as her beloved child? 
Your labour will have been in vain, your 
time lost, unless your affections are more 
disposed than ever to humility, to charity, 
to purity. They honour her most who live 
most like her; unless you try to do so, 
your admiration and homage will be but 
an empty oblation. A pure, humble, and 
loving heart is the best offering you can 
make her ; the earnest and frequent sup- 
plication, that such your heart may become, 
is her most grateful and most acceptable 
praise. Before you close this little book, 
dedicate once more your thoughts, and 
words, and life to Jesus and Mary. Who 
but Jesus is worthy to be called her child ? 
Yet for his sake, and because he redeemed 
you at such cost, she loves you, and desires 
your salvation. Let not her love, her 
desire be thrown away, through your own 
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negligence. Love her, in return j as J esus 
loved her ; as his saints hare loved her ; 
and let your love keep you from offending 
her. The proud look, the unkind word, 
the unchaste thought, let it he banished 
far from you, by the absorbing, purifying 
love of Mary. While you walk through 
this valley of tears, aim at imitating her j 
in holy meditation, in patient demeanour, 
in a life calmly recollected in God, amidst 
the turmoil of affairs. Next to the great 
grace of final perseverance, beg of God 
this one, above all others, that your devo- 
tion to the holy Mother of your Redeemer 
may grow and increase ; that confidence in 
her protection and assistance may become 
your prevailing habit. You will thus 
secure for yourself many graces peculiarly 
her gift, disposing your hearts to loftier 
heights of sanctity. Nothing that you can 
desire will be withheld from you ; you will 
have a friend in solitude j a guide in per- 
plexity ; a comforter in sorrow, a stay and ’ 
shield in the hour of dissolution. She 
lives and reigns for you ; she opens her 
treasures for the last and least among her 
children. O make much of her, then ; 
and trust her ; open your hearts to her ; 
and teach those who come near you, to 
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estimate her power ; let their hearts catch 
fire at yours. Instead of depreciating her, 
with the mistaken purpose of exalting her 
Son, show them how the love of Jesus deve- 
lopes and makes intenser the love of Mary. 
Study her character ; imitate her life j fly 
to her protection ; live always as if in her 
presence. She will, in return, richly bless 
and reward you ; she will ratify her adop- 
tion of you as her child. She will not 
save you from trial, indeed ; she loves you 
too well for that. But she will teach you 
to suffer, as she once suffered, with her 
Son ; shes will stand by your cross, as she 
stood by his. 

And when the strife and the tumult are 
over, and we are about to pass into the 
presence of our Judge, O that she may 
speak good for us to the King ; that her 
smile may refresh us, her shadow protect 
us, in the weakness and langour of sinking 
nature ; that the names of Jesus and Mary 
may be the latest to dwell on our lips ; the 
first of eternal praise ; that she may 
shorten our purification ; and “ after our 
exile may show us her Blessed Son Jesus.” 

THE END. 
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Anglican Ordinations Examined ; or, a Review of Certain Facts 
regarding the Consecration of Matthew Parker, first Protestant 
Archbishop of Canterbury. In 1 vol. 12mo, cloth, 4s. 
LIBRARY OF LBOENDS. Translated from the French of J. Collin 
de Plancy. approved by the late Archbishop of Paris, Monsignor 
Affre; very neatly printed in small 8vo, adorned with a coloured 
plate and ornamental cover, price 2s. fid. each volume. 

%* Every volume complete in itself. 

1. Legends of the Commandments of God. 

2. Legends of the Blessed Virgin. 

To be followed by other volumes monthly, until concluded. 

Every Volume of this instructive and amusing series of Books having received 
Episcopal Approbation, may be safely recommended for the perusal of all riaimfln of 
persons, and suitable to be given as prizes or rewards at schools, &c. 

LETTERS on the Spanish Inquisition. By Count Joseph Be Maistre. 

Translated from the French. 18mo, cloth, Is. 6d. 

LIFE of the Blessed Peter Fourier, Priest, Reformer of n Religions 
Order, and Founder in the beginning of the 17th century of one 
of the first Congregations of Women, devoted to the gratuitous 
instruction of young Girls. Translated from the French of 
Edward de Bazelaire. With a finely engraved portrait. 18mo, 
cloth, 2s. 

LIFE of Saint Teresa, written by herself, and translated from the 

Spanish, by the Rev. John Dalton. 1 vol., crown 8vo. To be 
ready early in 1851. 

XiZFE of St. Jane Frances de Ch&ntal, Foundress of the Order of the 
Visitation, collected from original Documents and Records. By 
the Rev. W. H. Coombes, D.D. 2 vols. 8vo, price 9s. 

LIFE of St. Francis de Sales, from SCnrsollier. 2 vols., 8vo, 10s. 
BETS and Times of Sir Thomas More, by Wm. Joseph Walter, late of 
St. Edmund’s College. Small 8vo, cloth, 5s. 

LXGUORI, ST. ALFHON8US, History and Refutation of the 
various Heresies, with continuation by the Rev. J. Mullock. 
2 vols. 8 vo, cloth, 128. 

LISUORI, ST. AXiFHONSUS, Visits the B. Sacrament. New 

edition, bound. Is. 

LZNOARD, Rev. Dr. Documents to ascertain the Sentiments of 

British Catholics in former ages respecting the Power of the 
Popes. 8vo, 2s. ^ 
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USTQARD, Rev. Dr. The History and Antiquities of the Anglo* 

Saxon Church, containing an Account of its Origin, Govern- 
ment, Doctrines, Worship, Revenues, and Clerical and Monastic 
Institutions. In 2 vols., 8vo, price £1. 4s., cloth lettered. 

44 If wo were asked from what source one could obtain the greatest insight into the 
national mind and ways of thought of the Christian Anglo-Saxons, we should 
have no hesitation in referring the inquirer to these pages. As a narration of 
facts, and expounder of the inference* more immediately to be drawn from them, 
there is no writer of the present day who excels the diligent, accurate, and 
eloquent historian of England.” — Morning Chronicle. 

“ Of the Monastic Institutions among the Anglo-Saxons, Dr. Lingard has written 
in a spirit of candour and fairness ; he points out the abuses to which such com- 
munities are liable, and does not conceal the fact that such abuses frequently 
prevail.” — Athenatum. 

LZN SARD, Hew. Dr. A History of England, from the first Invasion 

of the Romans. Fourth Edition. In Thirteen Volumes, small 
8vo, price 5s. each, cloth lettered. 

UN6ARD, Hew. Dr. History of England, from the first Invasion of 

the Romans to the Reign of William and Mary, in the year 1688. 
New edition, revised and much enlarged. This Library 
Edition is handsomely printed in ten large octavo volumes, 
price Six Pounds, or INvelve Shillings per volume, cloth 
lettered, and enriched with a likeness of the author, engraved 
in the best style, from the portrait taken last year by Mr. Skaife. 

“ From all comments on the work, as a history, we abstain ; but we may say it has 
achieved such a success, and obtained in the eye of the public such a position, 
that the possession of this new and revised edition is essential to the completion 
of every library. The typography is beautiful, and the work, independently of 
all intrinsic merit, will ornament any shelves where it may find a place." — 
Morning Chronicle. 

“ The labour expended by Dr. Lingard upon his subject has been enormous. He 
has again and again gone over it with a profound and scrutinizing investigation, 
and although he is now, we believe, in his 80th year, he has prosecuted his task 
with undimished zeal, until he could give in the edition before us the finishing 
stroke of emendation to the great occupation of his life. This edition may, 
therefore, be considered far superior to those which have preceded it, and in 
this respect will remain as a mountain of unexampled perseverance to the latest 
period of time.” — Bell's Weekly Messenger. 

LINGARD, Hew. Dr. Vindication of certain Passages in the 4th 

and 5th volumes of the History of England. 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

LINGARD, Hew. Dr. Catechetical Instructions on the Doctrines 

and Worship of the Catholic Church. A new edition, revised, 
in 18mo, price Is. 

[This work contains a short exposition of Catholic doctrine and Catholic practice^ 
with the chief authorities on which that doctrine and practice are founded.] 
Also, another Edition of the same, in larger type, 12mo, price Is. 6d. 

« A beautiful little volume, written with all that sobriety of style, power of lan- 
guage and force of logic, for which the venerable author is remarkable.” — Tablet. 

LUCAS, Frederic, Reasons for becoming a Homan Catholic, 

addressed to the Society of Friends. 12mo, 8d. 

MAC HALE, the Most Hew. John, Archbishop of Team. Evidences 

and Doctrines of the Catholic Church. Second edition, revised, 
with additional Notes. 8vo, cloth, 8s. 6d. 

MANNING’S England’s Conversion and Reformation comparod 

ISmo, bound, Is. 6d. 
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MANNING’S Moral Entertainments. 12mo., bound, ds. 6d. 
MANZONX’S Vindication of Catholic Morality against Sismoadi, 

from the Italian. 2s. 

MARTY N, Rer. F. History of Tobias, in Homilies adapted to the 

generality of Christians living in the World. 12mo, 2s. 6d. 

MARY, Queen of Scots. The Letters and Official Documents of Mary 

Stuart, Queen of Scotland, collected from the original MSS. 
preserved in the State Paper Office of London, and the principal 
Archives and Libraries of Europe, together with a chronological 
summary. By Prince Alexander Labanoff. Dedicated, by 
special permission, to Her Majesty Queen Victoria. 7 vols., 8vo, 
cloth lettered, £4. 4s. 

Fifty copies have been printed on large paper, in imperial 8vo, 
very few of which remain for sale. 

MARY, Queen of Scots. Letters Selected and Translated fro m Prince 

LabanofPs Collection. By W. Turnbull, Esq., F.S.A. Scot. 
8vo, cloth lettered. 

MARY, Queen of Scots. A Journal of her Twenty Year’s Captivity, 
Trial, and Execution : from State Papers, and contemporary 
Letters and Documents. By W. Jos. Walter, late of St. 
Edmund’s College. 2 vols., 18mo, cloth, 5s. 

MEMORIAL of a Christian Life. 18mo, bound, 2s. 

MERRYE ENBLANDE ; or, the Golden Dales of Goode Queene 

Besse. 12mo, boards, 4s. 6d. 

ME RATI, Selections from, on the Ceremonies of the Church. 12mo, 

Is. 6d. 

MZLNER, Right Rev. Dr. End of Religious Controversy. New 

Edition, with additional Letters, from “The Vindication” and 
the “Apostolic Tree.” 12mo, price 3s. 6d. 

MONASTIC State, duties of, by De Ranee. 2 vols., 12mo, sheep, 6s. 
MOEHLER, J. A. Symbolism ; or. Exposition of the Doctrinal Differ- 
ences between Catholics and Protestants. Translated by J. B. 
Robertson, Esq. 2 vols., 8vo, 14s. 

MONTA1EMBERT, Count. History of St. Bernard. Part First, 
containing the Monastic Order previous to St. Bernard, translated 
by C. F. Audley, Esq. Vol. I. at press . 

MONT ALEMBERT, Count. Letter to a Rev. Member of the Camden 

Society on the subject of Catholic Literary Societies, and on the 
Architectural and other Movements of the Puseyites. 12mo, 2d. 
MONT ALEMBERT, Count. History of the Life of St. Elisabeth of 
Hungary. Translated by A. Lisle Phillipps, Esq. Vol. L,,4tp, 
boards, with an Illuminated Title, £1. Is. 

The same Illustrated, price £1. 12s. 

MORE, Sir Thomas. A Dialogue of Comfort against Tribulation, 
made by the virtuous, wise, and learned man. Sir Thomas More, 
sometime Lord Chancellor of England, which he wrote in the 
Tower of London, Anno 1534. Crown 8vo, 5s., boards. 
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MORES CATHOUCX; or, Ages of Faith. Eleven Books, in 

three very large vols., royal 8vo, price £1. 6s. each, handsomely 
bound, in cloth lettered and gilt. 

*** w It contains food for all minds. The wisest will find in it a strain of a high, 
dear, pure, and (in these days) a new philosophy. The historian and the antiquarian 
will find light thrown upon the manners of many times and many people. The poet 
will be charmed with the strains of lofty eloquence, and the many touching and 
beautiful stories it contains. Many we think will desire ‘ to build up their minds’ 
upon the wisdom of the Christian schools here collected and illustrated ; and none, 
we are sure, can read it without being soothed by its harmonious eloquence, and 
entertained by a diversity of pleasing and new ideas.” — Dublin Review. 

MORES CATHOX.XCX ; or, Ages of Faith. Books VXX. to XX. 

Foolscap, 8vo, boards. 

The first six volumes being totally out of print, the fortunate possessors of these 
volumes should lose no time in completing their sets. 

MORUS. By S. XX. Bigby, Esq. Original edition. 8vo, hoards, 

reduced to 6s. 

This volume was reprinted verbatim as the third book of the M Broadstone of 
Honour; or, the True Sense and Practice of Chivalry,” now entirely out of print. 

MURPHY, Rev. Baraaby, Sermons for every Sunday in the Year. 

2 vols. in 1. 12mo, cloth, 5s. 

NEW Following of Christ ; or, the Words of our Eord and Saviour 

Jesus Christ, with a commentary from the Apostles, Prophets, 
&c. Royal l8mo, cloth, 3s. 

NEW Month of Mary: or, Reflections for each Bay of the Month, on 

the different Titles applied to the Holy Mother of God in the 
Litany of Loretto : principally designed for the Month of May. 
By the Right Rev. Dr. Kenrick. 18mo. Is. 6d. 

NEW Version of the Four Gospels ; with Notes, Critical and Expla- 

natory. By a Catholic. In 1 vol., 8vo. 10s. 6d. in boards. 

Amongst the principal reasons which have led to this New Version, are first, to 
show, in opposition to the Protestant principle, that the Scriptures are the sole 
r*.tle of faith , — “ The impracticability of drawing from the narratives of the 
Four Evangelists, without the aid of oral testimony or tradition, all their 
knowledge of Christian faith or Christian practice.” — Vide Preface. 

2ndly. To present a new translation from the Original Greek, with explanatory 
and interesting notes; which, in removing the defects that exist in the present 
versions, and offering a more elegant translation of these divinely inspired books, 
should render them more intelligible and attractive, and thus create a more general 
attention to their perusal. 

OXiD TREE; or, Filial Piety. A Talc. 18mo, cloth, la. 

OLIVER, Rev. Br. Collections towards Illustrating the Biography 

of the Scotch, English, and Irish Members of the Society of 
Jesus. 8 vo, 128., cloth lettered. 

OREGON Missions and Travels over the Rocky Mou n ta in s in 1845- 

46. By Father P. De Smet, of the Society of Jesus. With an 
introductory Sketch of Oregon and its Missions. 6s. 6d., cloth 
lettered and gilt. 

OVERBECS. See Xdst of Prints at the end. 

PAXiBY, F. A. A Brief Review of the Arguments alleged la Befeace 

of the Protestant Position, addressed to those who call themselves 
“Anglo-Catholic*” in the Church of England. Is. 

P AXiEY , F. A. Some Account of the Faith and Boctrines of the Barly 
English Church, and the nature of its Dependence on the See 
of Rome. Being an answer to certain statements in Mr. Soames’ 
recent work, “ The Latin Church during Anglo-Saxon Timet.” 

Kpnrintpd wifli adiliflnnn «Tk_/ iv • >» r _ _ n 
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PAUXiXNE Seward, a Tale of Real Iilfe. Bj John D. Bryant, Eaq. 

2 vols., 12mo, price 8s. cloth. 

PEACH, Rev. Sdward. Sermons for every Sunday and Festival 

throughout the year. New edition, handsomely printed in large 
type. 8vo, cloth, 9s. 

PERRY, Rev. John, Self-Destruction of the established Church ; 

or. Her Articles, Canons, and Book of Common Prayer, giving 
a Death-Blow to each other. Addressed to all thos of her 
Clergy who presume to attach the Catholic Church. 2d. 

TUB POPS, considered in his Relations with the Church, Temporal 

Sovereignties, Separated Churches, and the Cause of Civili- 
sation; by Count Joseph De Maistre. Translated by the Rev. 
A5neas Me D. Dawson, with a Portrait of Pope Pius IX., small 
octavo, 5s. cloth. 

POOR MAN’S CATECHISM : or, the Christian Doctrine Explained ; 

with suitable admonitions. By the Rev. John Anselm Mannock, 
O.SB. A new edition, revised and corrected, with a Memoir 
of the Author. Price Is. 

“ We may with great truth call this a careful and elegant edition of this most 
useful work.” — Tablet. 

POWER, Rev. T., Instructive and Curious Epistles from Clergymen 

of the Society of Jesus. Selected from the “ Lettres Edifiantes.” 
12mo, cloth 2s, 

POINTER R. R. Dr., Christianity ; or, Evidences and Characters of 

the Christian Religion. 12mo, cloth, 2s. 

PROTESTANT Bishops no Real Bishops, in reply to Heylin, 

Mason, and Bramhall. By Peter Talbot, Archbishop of Dublin. 
Small 8 vo. Is. 6d., sewed. 

PVOIN, A. Welby. A Treatise on Chancel Screens and Rood Xiofts j 

their Antiquity, Use, and Symbolic Signification. Illustrated 
with many figures of Rood Screens, drawn on stone by the 
Author. Small 4to, uniform with "The True Principles of 
Gothic Architecture.” At Press , to he ready shortly . 

PUGIN, A. Welby, The Present State of Ecclesiastical Architecture 

in England. With 36 Illustrations. Republished from the 
" Dublin Review.” 8vo, cloth, 9s. 

PUGIN, A. Welby. Contrasts; or, a Parallel betweon the Noble 
Edifices of the Middle Ages and corresponding Buildings of the 
Present Day, setting forth the present decay of pure taste. 
Accompanied by appropriate Text. Second Edition, enlarged. 
4to, cloth lettered, £1. 10s. 

PUGXN, A. Welby. Some Remarks on the Articles which have 
recently appeared in the “ Rambler,” relative to Ecclesiastical 
Architecture and Decoration. 8vo, 6d. 

PUGIN, A. Welby. An Earnest Appeal for the Revival of Ancient 
Plain Song. 8vo, 3d. 

PUGIN. A. Welby. Address to the Inhabitants of Ramsgate, thirifl 
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RAVXONAN, on the Xiife and Institute of the Jesuits. By the 

Rev. Father de Ravignan, of the Company of Jesus. Carefully 
translated from the fourth edition of the French. By Charles 
Seager. 12mo, Is. 6d. 

HEADING BESSONS for the Use of Schools ; a New Series 

from Words of Two Syllables upwards. By a Catholic Clergy- 
man. Fifty-six Lessons, 5s. the set. 

REEVE’S HISTORY of the Bible, new edition, illustrated with 
230 Wood Engravings. 12mo, roan sprinkled edges, 3s. 6d. 
REEVE, Rev. J., Practical Discourses on the Perfections and 
Wonderful Works of God. Second edition, 12mo, 3s. 

RXGBY, C Rev. Dr., Catechetical Discourses on Natural and Re* 
vealed Religion. 4 vols., 12mo, 10s. 

ROCR, Rev. Dr., The Church of Our Fathers ; or, St. Osmund’s 
Rite for the Church of Salisbury, from a manuscript in the 
Library of that Cathedral. Printed for the first time, and 
elucidated with Dissertations on the Belief and Ritual of the 
Church in England before and after the coming of the Normans. 
Vols. 1 and 2 illustrated with many Engravings on wood and 
copper. 8vo, cloth, price £l. 16s. Vol. III., at press. 

ROCR, Rev. Dr., Hierurgia; or, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
elucidated with Notes ; and the Invocation of Saints and Angels ; 
Tran substantiation ; Use of Latin ; Lights and Incense ; Holy 
Water; Purgatory, &c. ; treated on the basis both of Religion 
and Early Usages, accompanied by Extracts from the Ancient 
Liturgies, Inscriptions in the Roman Catacombs, illustrated 
with above forty plates. Second edition, revised and enlarged. 
One vol. 8 vo. At press. 

ROCK, Rev. Dr., Did the Early Church in Ireland acknowledge 
the Pope’s Supremacy? Answered in a letter to Lord John 
Manners from Daniel Rock, D.D., 3s. 6d. 

RODZGUEZ, Alphonsus. The Practice of Christian and Religious 
Perfection. 3 vols. 8vo, cloth, 8s. 

RUDE of FAITH, chiefly an Spitome of Milner’s Bnd of Contro- 
versy. By the Rev. S. Jones. Is. 

RUXiES of a Christian Xiife, selected from the most Spiritual Writers; 
with Letters on Matrimony: on the Choice of a State of 
Life ; and on Monastic Institutions, &c., &c. By the Rev. C. 
Premord. 2 vols., 12mo, boards, 7s. 

RUTTER’S Help to Parents in the Religious Education of their 
Children. 12mo, 2s. 6d. 

SEVEN QUESTIONS, bearing upon the present Ecclesiastical 

Crisis, addressed to the Bishops, the Clergy, and the People of 
England. By Agathon. Price Is. 

SHREWSBURY , Earl of, Better to Ambrose Elsie Phillipps, Bsf. 
descriptive of the Estatica of C&ldaro and Addolorato of Cap- 
k ” an ?j b f in ? a S 1 ec P nd Edition, revised and enlarged. To which 
t he relation of three successive visits to the Estatina of 
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SHREWSBURY, Earl o& Hints towards the Pacification of Ire- 
land ; addressed to the Ruling Powers of the day. Second 
Edition, 8vo, sewed, 2s. 

— ■ ■■ ■ - ■■■ Third Letter to A. L. Phillipps, Esq., 

on the Present Posture of Affairs. 8vo, boards, 5s. 

Reasons for not taking the Test, &c. 

8vo, boards, 9s. 

Diplomatic Relations with Rome, con- 
sidered in a Letter to the Earl of Arundel and Surrey. 8vo, 
sewed. Is. 

SICK CAZiZiS ; from the Diary of a Missionary Priest, mostly re- 
published from “ Dolman’s Magazine.” By the Rev. E. Price, 
M.A. In small 8vo, 5s. 6d., cloth lettered, with frontispiece by 
H. Doyle, Esq. 

SIMMER'S Complaints to God ; being Devout Entertainments of 

the Soul with God, fitted for all States and Conditions of 
Christians. By the Rev. J. Gother. 12mo, 4s. 6d. 

SISTER of CHARITY, The. By Mrs. Anna H. Dorsey. In 2 vols. 

18mo, with frontispiece, Is. 4d., sewed; 2s. cloth gilt. 

SMITH, Rev. H. A Short History of the Protestant Reformation, 
principally as to its rise and progress in England, in a Series of 
Conferences held by the most eminent Protestant Historians of 
the present and former times, 12mo, boards, 2s. od. 

SMITH, Rev. H. Ordination of the Ministers of the Church of England 

Examined. 12mo, 6d. 

SOUL on Calvary, meditating on the Sufferings of Jesus Christ, Ac. 

12 mo, best edition, large print, 2s. 

SOUL united to Jesus in his Adorable Sacrament. X8mo, Is. 6d_ 
SPAXD1MG, M. J., D. D. General Evidences of Catholicity ; being 

the substance ol a course of Lectures lately delivered in the 
Cathedral of St. Louis, Louisville. 12mo, pnce 5s. 6d. 

SPIRITUAL Exercises of St. Ignatius of Zioyola. Translated from 

the Latin by Charles Seager, M.A., with a Preface by Cardinal 
Wiseman, Archbishop of Westminster. Small 8vo, price 4s., 
cloth lettered, illustrated with a fine print of St. Ignatius Loyola. 



STORIES OF THE SEVEM VIRTUES. By Agnes M. Stewart. 

Price 2s., cloth lettered. Containing : — 
v 1. Humility ; or, Blanche Neville and the Fancy Fair. 

2. Liberality ; or, the Benevolent Merchant. 

3. Chastity; or, the Sister of Charity. 

4. Meekness ; or, Emily Herbert and the Victim of Passion. 

5. Temperance ; or, Edward Ashton. 



6. Brotherly-Love ; or, the Sisters. 

7. Diligence ; or, Ethel Villiers and her Slothful Friend. 
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STOTHERT, Rev. James, The Christian Antiquities of Edinburgh. 

In a Series of Lectures on the Parochial, Collegiate, and Reli- 
gious Antiquities of Edinburgh. Small 8vo, 6s. cloth. 
8TOTHBRT, Rey. James. A Panegyrio on St. Margaret, Queen 
and Patroness of Scotland. Pronounced at Edinburgh, June 9, 
1850. 3d. 

STOTHERT, Rey. James. The Glory of Mary in conformity with 

the word of God ; an Exposition of the Scripture arguments 
for the Doctrine and Practice of the Catholic Church in regard 
to the Blessed Virgin. At press . 

SYMBOLISM | or, Exposition of the Doctrinal Differences between 

Catholics and Protestants; as evidenced by their Symbolical 
Writings. By John A. Moehler, D.D. Translated from the 
German, with a Memoir of the Author, preceded by an Historical 
Sketch of the State of Protestantism and Catholicism in Ger- 
many for the last hundred years. By J. B. Robertson, Esq. In 
2 vols., 8vo., 14s. 

TAXES Explanatory of the Sacraments. Xn 2 roll., 12mo, 10s., 

cloth. By the Authoress of “ Geraldine, a Tale of Conscience.” 
Containing — 

1. The Vigil of St. Laurence. 

2. Blanche’s Confirmation. 

3. The Sister Penitents. 

4. The Altar at Woodbank. 

5. Clyffe Abbey ; or, the Last Annointing. 

6. The Priest of Northumbria; an Anglo Saxon Tale. 

7. The Spousal Cross. 

** The Tales are told with great spirit and elegance. The Narrative never falters; 
and a spirit of the purest and most profound piety breathes in every word.”— 
Dolman's Magazine, January. 

TAXES designed chiefly for the Young, translated from the German 
of the Ven. C. Von Schmid. By the Rev. C. Russell and the 
Rev. M. Kelly. 3 vole., 8vo, 13s. 6d. 

TE AR S on the DXADEM ; or, the Crown and Cloister. By Mrs. 

Anna H. Dorsey. 8d. sewed; cloth gilt, Is. 

TESTAMENT, Donay. See Xist of Prayer Books at end. 
THOMPSON’S, E. H., Remarks on Anglican Theories of Unity. 

28. 6d. 

THORNBERRY ABBEY ; a Tale of the Established Church, 

cloth lettered, 3s. 6d. „ _ „ 

« We cordially recommend it to the notice of the reader. — Tablet. 

“It is one of the best little works, treating an important matter In a popular 
manner , we have recently met.” — Brownson’s Quarterly Review. 

TXEB.NET, Rev. M. A. History and Antiquities of the Castle and 

Town of Arundel. In 2 vols., royal 8vo, with engravings, cloth 
boards, £1. 12s. 

TIERNEY, Rev. M. A. Xetter to the Rev. G. Chandler, D.C.X., 

Dean of Chichester, &c., &c., containing some Remarks on his 
Sermon, preached in the Cathedral Church of Chichester, 
October 15th, 1843, “ On the occasion of publicly receiving into 
the Church a Convert from the Church of Rome.” 8vo, Is. 6d. 
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WORKS BY HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL WISEMAN, 

ARCHBISHOP OF WESTMINSTER. 

BBCTURES on the Principal Doctrines and Practices of the Catholic 

Church, delivered at St. Mary’s, Moorfields, during the Lent 
of 1836. Second Edition, entirely revised and corrected by 
the Author. Two volumes in one, 12mo., price 4s. 6d. cloth. 

THE REAB PRESENCE of the Body and Blood of our X«ord Jesus 

Christ in the Blessed Eucharist, proved from Scripture. In 
Eight Lectures, delivered in the English College, Rome. Second 
Edition, 12mo, cloth lettered, 4s. 6d. 

A REPBYto DR. TURTON, the British Critic, and others, on the 

Catholic Doctrine of the Eucharist. 8vo., 4s. 6d. 

POUR LECTURES on the Offices and Ceremonies of Holy Week, 

as Performed in the Papal Chapels, delivered in Rome in 
the Lent of 1837. Illustrated with Nine Engravings, and a 
Plan of the Papal Chapels. 8vo, cloth, 5s. 

TWEBVE LECTURES on the Connexion between Science and 

Revealed Religion, with Map and Plates. Third Edition, in 
2 vok. small 8vo, cloth lettered, 10s. 

THELlVES of ST. ABPHONSUS BXOTORX, St. Francis de 

Girolamo, St. John Joseph of the Cross, St. Pacificus of San 
Severino, and St. Veronica Giuliana, whose canonization took 
place on Trinity Sunday, 26th of May, 1839. Edited by Cardinal 
Wiseman. Second edition, 18mo, cloth lettered, 2s. 6d. 

THE X.XFE OF ST ALPBONSUS X.XCIUORX, separate, 6d. 

BETTERS to JOHN POYNDER, Esq., upon his Work entitled 

“Popery in Alliance with Heathenism. 8vo. Is. 6d. 

A BETTER addressed to the Rev. J. H. Newman, upon some 

Passages in his Letter to the Rev. Dr. Jelf. Fourth Edition, 
8vo, Is. 

REMARKS on a Better from the Rev. W. Palmer, M. A. ef 

Worcester College, Oxford. In 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

A BETTER on Catholic Unity, addressed to the Right Hon. the 

Earl of Shrewsbury. In 8vo, Is. 

TWO BETTERS on some parts of the Controversy concerning 

1 John v. 7, and an Inquiry into the Origin of the First Latin 
Version of Scripture. 8vo, 2s. 

AN APPEAB to the Reason and Good Feeling of the English 

People, on the subject of the Catholic Hierarchy. Sixpence. 

Digitized by VjOOQIL 

A 8BEBCTXON of ESSAYS and ARTXCBES from the u D«t|gg 



CHARLES DOLMAN. 



18 

WALSH, Rt. Rev. Dr., Meditations for every Day in ike Tear 

on the Duties of Christianity. 2 vols. in one, 32mo, cloth, 2s. 

WALSINGHAM, Francis, Deacon of ike Protestant Ckurck, a 

Search made into Matters of religion before his change to the 
Catholic. Wherein is related how first he fell into his doubts, 
and how, for final resolution thereof, he repaired unto his 
Majesty, who remitted him to the L. of Canterbury, and he to 
other learned men ; and what the issue was of all those Con- 
ferences. Forming a thick volume, crown 8vo., 8s. 
WATBRWORTH, Rev. J., Examination of the Evidence addnced 
by Mr. Keary against the Invocation of Saints and Angels. 8vo, 
Is. 6d. 

WH81ABR, Rev. J., Sermons on ike Gospels for every Sunday la 

the Year. 2 vols. 8vo, 12s. 

WHEELER, Rev. J., Sermons on tke Festivals. A Selection of 

Sermons. 1 vol., 8vo, 9s. 

WHITE, Rev. T., Sermons for eve*r Sunday and on otker occasions. 

^ Selected by the Rev. Dr. Lingard. A new edition at press . 

TOVNG CATHOLIC'S GUIDE in tke preparation for Confession; 

for the use of Children of both sexes, from Seven to Fourteen 
years of age. By W. D. Kenny. Royal 32mo, sewed, price 3d. 

YOUNG COMMUNICANTS. By tke Author of “Geraldine." 

Second Edition, 18mo, Is., cloth. 

ZENOSIUS ; or tke Pilgrim Convert. By tke Rev. C. C. Pise. 18mo., 

8d. sewed; Is. cloth. 



RELIGIOUS PRINTS. 

THE LIFE AND PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 

illustrated in twelve Plates, engraved on steel from the designs 
of Frederick Overbeck. Proofs on India paper, price 10s. the 
set; single plates. Is. each. Plain prints, price 5s. the set; 
single plates, 6d. each. 



LIST OP THE PLATES. 



The Nativity. 

The Saviour seated bearing the 
Cross. 

The Death of St. Joseph. 

The Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. 

The Last Supper. 



The Mount of Olives. 

Jesus stript of his Garments. 
The Crucifixion. 

The Entombment. 

The Resurrection. 

The Ascension. 

The Descent of the Holy Spirit. 



Also, a beautiful Engraving from the design of Frederick Overbeck, 

of the 

DEAD CHRIST AND THE BLESSED VIRGIN. Engraved by 

Lewis Gruner. Proofs on India paper, 4s. ; plain prints. Is. 6d. 

~HB GOOD SHEPHEEl. By Frederick Overbeck. Engraved by 

1 T» J»_ XT- T» 1 • ' — A . _ Cj 
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The following well-engraved small Prints, Threepence each 
Our Saviour Knocking at the Door. 

The Blessed Virgin and Infant Jesus. 

St. Ignatius Loyola. 

St. Francis Xavier. 

Now ready, 

TW ELVE PRINTS, drawn and illuminated in Gold and Colours, 

in the early Missal style, suitable for Prayer Books, with 
Miniatures and Prayers, printed in Black Letter, consisting of 
the following : 

St. Augustine, Apostle of England, 

St. Catherine, 

St. Philip Neri, 

St. Margaret of Scotland, 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary, 

St. George, 

St. Joseph, ' 

The Memorare, by St. Bernard, in English, 

The Our Father, 

The Hail Mary, 

We Fly to thy Patronage, 

In the name of Jesus, 

Any of the above may be had mounted under Glass, tw 

Also, a beautiful Drawing of the 
MADONNA and the INFANT JESUS, seated under a Canopy, 

with attendant Angels, encircled by a floriated Border, in which 
the figures of St. Ann and St. John the Baptist are introduced, 
with the following inscription beneath the Drawing 

Regina Sine Labe Originali Concepta Ora Pro Nobis. 

The whole illuminated in gold and colours, in the early Missal 
style. Size of the drawing, 10 inches by 7, price 3s., or 
mounted under Glass, with ornamented Frame, 6s. 6d. 

SET of ALTAR CARDS, centre card 21 inchee by 15, beautifully 
Illuminated m the Missal style, printed in black letter, enriched 
with paintings of Saints and Floriated Borders. Price £1. Is. 

ANOTHER SET, handsomely printed in red and black type, with 

an engraving of the Crucifixion, from Overbeck. Size of Centre 
Card. 12 inches by 10$. 2s. 6d. 

PORTRAIT of Pope Pine IS., engraved by Pietro Polo, at Rome. 

Prints, 3s. 

PORTRAIT of the Right Rev. Dr. CHllis, Bishop of Xdmyra and 

. Coadjutor to the Vicar Apostolic of the Eastern District of 
Scotian J, beautifully engraved, size, 20 inches by 14. Price 6s. 

PORTRAIT of Rev. Dr. Xilngard, from a Miniature by Skaife. 

Prints, 2s. 6d. 

A Croat variety of Coloured Prints ; Illuminated Prayers ; Crucifixes ; J 



Size, 4 inches by 2 j. 
Price 6d. each. 



Size, 4$ inches by 2f . 
Price 6d. eacn. 



Size, 34 inchesby 24- 
Price 4d. each. 

ith ornamental Frames. 
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CHARLES DOLMAN, 6l, NEW BONDSTREET. 

ADDENDA. 



BROWNS OK ’8 QUARTERLf REVIEW. This Review, con- 
ducted by the gentleman whose name it bears, is devoted to 
Religion, Philosophy, and General Literature. 

It is published quarterly at Boston, in the months of January, April, July, and 
October. Each number contains, at least, 136 pages 8vo, and the four numbers 
make a volume of 544 pages, which will be furnished to Subscribers at Sixteen 
Shillings per Annum. 

No subscription will be received for a shorter time than one year, and each sub- 
scription must be for the entire current volume. 

C. Dolmas having been appointed sole Agent for this Review in the United 
Kingdom, can supply it on the terms stated above. Persons desirous of subscribing 
to the work, are respectfully requested to forward their Subscriptions to C. Dolman, 
either direct, or through their regular Booksellers. 

A BETTER from Lori John Russell to the Bishop of Durham, original 

version, printed from the “ Portefeuille Diplomatique ” 8vo,6d. 

PAPAL Aggression Considered ; by a Protestant Barrister. 8vo, 6d. 
A PROTESTANT Plea in support of Cardinal Wiseman's “Appeal,” 

by Anglo-Catholicus. 8vo, 6d. 

WHAT shall be done with Cardinal Wiseman? An Inquiry, by an 

English Journalist. 8vo, 6d. 

FACTS and CORRESPONDENCE relating to the Admission 

into the Catholic Church, of Viscount and Viscountess 
Fielding. By the Right Rev. Bishop Gillie. 8vo, price 2s. 6d. 

Breviarium Romanum. 4 vols. 4to. 

Breviarium Romanum. 2 vols. 4to. 

Brbviarium Romanum. 4 vols. 12mo. 

Breviarium Romanum. 4 vols. 18mo. 

Brbviarium Romanum. 4 vols. 32mo. 

Gradualb Romanum. 8vo. 

Horjb Diurn.*. 32mo. 

Martyrolooium Romanum. 4to. 

Missalb Romanum. Large and small folio. 

Missalb Romanum. Duodecimo. 

Office of the B. V. Mary. 18mo. 

Pontificals Romanum. 3 vols. 8vo. 

Rituals Romanum. 1 8mo. 

Vbspbralb Romanum. 18mo. 

MEMORIALS RXTUUM, pro aliquibus prestantioribus, sacris 

functionibus, persolvendis in minoribus ecclesiis Parochialibus. 
Benedicti XIII. jussu primo editum. 8vo, 8d. 



All handsomely 
Printed in 
Red and Black 
Type, 

„ By SSanicq, of 
Malines, together 
with all the other 
Church Office Books 
from the same press, 
at very low prices* 



Just published, a Catalogue of Modem French Works on sale, at very 

lnw Tvrir>As wV>i/>V> Twin ^ i j. L _ c 




LIST OF PRAYER BOOKS PUBLISHED 
BY C. DOLMAN. 

61, New Bond Street, London. 



ABRIDGEMENT of the CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE, with 
printed wrapper. 32mo, sewed, Id. 

CATHOLIC PIETY, by tbe Rev. W. a AH AN, 

32mo, bound, 4d. 

■ The same, embossed roan, sprinkled edges, 6d. 

Another edition, fine paper, ditto, 8d. 

■ The same, embossed roan, gilt edges, lOd. 

Another and superior edition, with a supplement, con- 
taining the Ordinary of the Mass, and the Epistles and Gospels 
for the Sundays and principal Festivals of the year. 32mo, 
Cape Morocco, gilt extra, 2s. 

18mo, roan embossed, sprinkled edges, Is. 4d. 

Ditto, gilt edges, Is. 8d. 

The same with Epistles and Gospels, 3s. 

Tbe CHILD’S MANUAL of PAAYER. 32mcs 
large type, with the Approbation of His Eminence the Cardinal 
Archbishop of Westminster, Cape Morocco, gilt edges. Is. 

Tbe CHILD’S PRAYER BOOK, by a Mother. 
Large type, 18mo, cloth, Is. 

A CONTROVERSIAL CATBCHISM, or Pro- 
testantism refuted, and Catholicism established, by an Appeal 
to the Holy Scriptures, the Testimony of the Holy Fathers, 
and the dictates of Reason, in which portions of Sclieffmacher’s 
Catechism are embodied, By the Rev. Stephen Keenan. 
Second edition, enlaiged. 12mo, Is. 6d, 

DAILY COMPANION. 32mo, embossed roan, sprinklec. 
edges, lOd. 

embossed roan, gilt edges, Is. 

DEVOUT REFLECTIONS for before, and after, 
receiving the Holy Eucharist. To which are added short 
Preparations for Confession and Communion. With Approba- 
tion of the Right Rev. Dr. Brown, Bishop of Apollonia, an J 
V.A. of Wales. Royal 32mo, embossed roan, gilt edges, Is. 6a. 

■ ■ ■ — ■ Turkey Morocco, 3s. 

Tbe DEVOUT COMMUNICANT. By the Rev 
p. Baker. Large type. 18mo, cloth, Is. 

■ — Cape Morocco, gilt edges, 2s 
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The DIAMOND CATHOLIC MANUAL, con- 
taining Spiritual Exercises and Devotions, with the Ordinary 
of the Mass in Latin and English. 64mo, embossed roan, gilt 
edges, Is. 

■ — — Morocco, 2s. 

FLOWS AS of FXBTT, selected from approved sources, 
and adapted for general use. Beautifully printed in 48mo, 
on superfine paper, embossed roan, gilt edges, Is. 

- — Cape Morocco, Is. 6d. 

— Turkey Morocco, 2s. 

The GARDEN of the SOUL, 32mo, embossed roan, sprinkled 
edges, 8d. 

The same, embossed roan, gilt edges, lOd. 

Another edition, Royal 32mo, bound, 6d. 

The same embossed roan, gilt edges, Is. 

Cape Morocco, 2s. 

The GARDEN of the SOUL. 18mo, London edition, 
containing Ordinary of the Mass in Latin and English, with 
Episcopal Approbation. Bound in cloth, stiffened covers, for 
cheap distribution, lOd. 

. — embossed roan, gilt edges, 1 s. 8d. 

Cape Morocco, 2s. 

Turkey Morocco, 4s. 6d. 

JOURNEE DU CHRETIEN. By Abbe De la Hogue. 24mo, 
bound, 2s. 

— — Fine paper, calf gilt or embossed roan, 2s. 6d. 

AST OF HEAVEN. London Edition, beautifully printed 
on superfine paper, Royal 32mo, roan, Is. 

The same, Cape Morocco, gilt extra, 2s. 

The same, Turkey Morocco, gilt edges, 3s. 6d. 

„ - Another edition, 32mo. embossed roan, gilt edges, lOd. 

Another edition, 18mo. with Epistles and Gospels, em- 
bossed roan, gilt edges, 3s. 

The same, Cape Morocco, gilt, 4s. 

KEY OF PARADISE. 18mo, large type, embossed roan, gilt 
edges, Is. 6d. 
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MISSAL for the USE of the LAITY, with the Masses for all 
the Sundays and Festivals throughout the Year. 32mo, 
embossed roan, gilt edges, Is. 6d. 

■ Cape Morocco gilt extra, 3s. 

Another edition, with the Masses for every Day throughout 
the Year. 18mo, embossed roan, gilt edges, 3s. 

MXSSAXi for tbe USE of tbe LAITY, new 
Edition, arranged by the Rev. F. C. Husenbeth, improved, 
with a Supplement containing all the new Masses recently 
authorised for England. Embossed roan, gilt edges, 5s. 

calf gilt, 6s. 6d. 

— Morocco, 8s. 6d. 

- Ditto, with Illustrations by OveAeck, 

handsomely bound in Turkey Morocco, 14s. 6d. 

— * Morocco elegant, 16s. 6d. 

Office and Masses for the Dead . Latin & English. 1 8mo, bnd, 1 s. 

PATH TO PARADISE, or the Catholic Christian’s Manual of 
Spiritual Exercises and Select Devotions. 32mo fine edition, 
embossed, gilt edges, Is. 

* Another edition, bound, for cheap distribution, 3d. 

POSEY OF PRAYERS. 18mo, roan, gilt edges, 2s. 6d. 

PRAYERS BEFORE AND AFTER MASS, for Country 
Congregations. 18mo, sewed, 6d. 

As used in the Midland District, 6d. 

POOR MAN’S MANUAL. New Edition, royal 32mo, em- 
bossed roan, gilt edges, Is. 4d. 

Cape Morocco gilt extra, 2s. 

The SPIRIT Of PRATER. A New Manual of Ca- 
tholic Devotion. By a Member of the Ursuline Community, 
Black Rock, Cork. New Edition, embossed roan, gilt edges, 6s. 

— Morocco, 8s. 6d. 

— Morocco elegant, 10s. 6d 

*** Also kept in Morocco and velvet, with clasps and 
monograms. 

SOX.XX.OQUXBS before and after Communion. By a Mem- 
ber of the Ursuline Community, Cork. Embossed roan, gilt, 3s. 

Morocco, 6s. 

URSULINE MANUAL. New Edition, embossed roan, gilt 
edges, 3s. 6i. 
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VSSPE&S BOOK, for the USB of the LAITY, 

according to the Roman Breviary. Newly arranged by the Rev. 
F. C. Husenbeth, with Approbation of all the Right Rev. the 
Vicars Apostolic of England. Embossed roan, gilt edges, 3s. 6d. 
YOUNG CATHOLIC’S GUIDE In the PRE- 
PARATION for CONFESSION, for the use of 
Children of both sexes, from the age of Seven to Fourteen 
years. Altered from the French by W. D. Kenny, Esq., 
Principal of St. Mary’s Collegiate School, Richmond, Sur- 
rey, and written expressly for the use of his junior pupils. 
Royal 32mo, sewed, stiff covers, 3d. 

BIBLES, TESTAMENTS, ItC. 

The HOLT BIBLB, translated from the Latin Vulgate, 
with Annotations, References, and an Historical and Chrono- 
logical Index. Stereotype Edition, with Episcopal Appro- 
bation. Demy 8vo, bound, 6s. 

The same on Fine paper, Royal 8vo, neatly bound, 12s. 

Another Edition, handsomely printed on Fine paper. 

Imperial 8vo, with plates, handsomely bound in calf extra, 
£1. Is. 

Another Edition. Post 8vo, sheep, 4s. 

The same, with plates by Overbeck. Roan, sprinkled 

edges, 6s. 

Another Edition. Royal 24mo, roan, sprinkled edges, 

2s. 6d. 

- The same. Roan, gilt edges, 3s. 

NEW FAMILY BIBLE. 

The HOLT BIBLB, translated from the Latin Vulgate, 
first published by the English College at Douay and Rheims : — 
with Critical, Historical, Controversial, and Explanatory Notes, 
selected from the most eminent Commentators and Critics. 
By the Rev. George Leo Haydock. A new and handsomely 
printed Edition, illustrated with many fine Engravings, and 
recently completed in Thirty Parts, royal 4to, price 2s. each. 
Kept in various handsome bindings suitable for presents. 
THE NEW TESTAMENT, with Episcopal Approbation. 
Stereotype Edition, 12mo, bound, Is. 6d. 

Another Edition. 18mo, bound, Is. 

Another Edition. 32mo, bound, Is. 






Printed by T. Booker, at the Metropolitan Catholic Printing Office, 
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